Murphy, Spreen take off

By Kathy Parrish
statf writer

With just three weeks to go before
‘voting day, candldates for Oakland
County execullve are getting testy,

. At a debate sponsored by six South
Oakland County Chambers of Com-
‘merce, both Republican incumbent
-Danlel Murphy and Democratic chal-
ienger Johannes F. Spreen were urged
not to “hold any punches.”

th rose to the challenge, attacking
cach other with a vehemence not
shown in thelr only other debate, The
two are scheduled to face off for the
last time Sunday during a 9:30 a.m. de-
bate in Adat Shalom, Farmington Hills.

“It I8 just Mickey Mouse trying to ex-
plaln these kinds of things," said the
usually cool Murphy after Spreen
accused him of ralsing taxes.

“There are no tax increases. Abso-
lutely not.””

DESPITE MANY run-ns over the
years, Murphy, who has been county
executlve aince voters created the off-
ice 10 years ago, and Spreen, who has
been sheriff 12 years, pledged
themelves to conduct "gentlemenly”

.campaigns.

And the race has been a qulct one,

’;vliﬂ: tempers just starting to flare a
t.

Murphy Is running on his record as a
cost-conscious manager who holds
down taxes and provides services. He
also emphasizes his efforts lo help
communities bring new Industry to
Oakland.

“This county nceds a leader, and I
am that leader,"” Murphy firmly told
106 llsteners Tuesday In Stephenson
Ciub, Hazel Park.

TOUTING HIS public administration
degree, Spreen contended his educatlon

-and law enforcement experlence quall-
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But his maln lssue is crime, which ke
belteves must be fought harder If Oak-
tand County Is ta attract more busl-
nesses and residents, For years he has
charged the executive with denying
him money to do his work.

“If people are not safe where they
work and shop, they wlll find other
places to work and shop,” Spreen said.

STRESSING THEIR own accom-
plishments in office, cach candidates
took potshots at hls opponent.

Murphy stressed his success in
balanclng the county budget. “The
sheriff has the only department that's
not balanced,” he said,

Acknowledging that cconomic devel-
opment s important to Oankland,
Spreen knocked the executlve for not
getting into It sooner.,

“I think we should stop this planning
and studying and do somcthing about
solving things," he said. “But we won't
have without

: - {y him to become county 3
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‘it is Just Mickey Mouse
trying to explain these
kinds of things,” said
the usually cool Murphy
atter Spreen accused
him of raising taxes.
‘There are no tax
increases, Absolutely
not.”

safety and sccurity. The two are in-
separable, and I don’t think we need all
this studying.”

ASKED WHY two law enforcement
unlons supported Murphy, Spreen sald
only 10 percent of his deputics took
part In the “rump sesslon.”

“P'm glad the others stayed profes-
sional and cool and out of these poli-
ties.”

‘Waving newspaper cditorlals critical
of Spreen, Murphy discredited the sher-
§ff's statement that the American Fed-
eratlon of State, County and Municipal
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p! support the “1
don’t know what union In county gov-
ernment endorsed the aheriff. I don't
know of one,” e sald.

The executlve sald Spreen ‘‘con-
demns” south Oakland police depart-
ments. “You do have good police de-
partments, do have good law enforce-
ment, and your crime is golng down.”

Denying the charge, the sheriff sald
local potlce departments can't fight ar-

son, h
come."

DISCUSSING THE role of county
government over the next five to 10
years, Murphy predicted tremendous
growth, growth In service organiza-
tons and jobs, and more high tech 1n-
dustries. He would lke to sce more co-

=t will

gloves on economy

‘Iif people are not safe where they work

' and shop, they will find other places to
work and shop,’ ]
— Johannes F. Spreen

operatlon with local es-
peclally in the area of economic devel-

opment.

“It's golng to be a good five to 10
years, and you'll all be part of it. The
quallty of life will improve.

To Spreen, the two blg challenges of
the future are public safety and eco-
nomic development.

WHILE BOTH are concerned about
cutbacks which would result from the
passage of Proposal G, they took dlifer-
ent positlons on supporting the plan to
roll back taxes to end-ol-1981 levels,

Although concerned about taxes,
Spreen opposes Proposal C. “I think
wo're turning around and shouldn'’t let
that go," he sald.

Murphy would not llke to see ser-
vices cut because of Proposal C, But be
won't oppose (t because he belfeves
taxpayers should determine whether or
not they want the taxes,

“If it (Propesal , Oakland

passes,
County will make it work,” he gald,
firmly.
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