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Synagogue vandalism causes
‘great sadness and violation’

By Terl Banas
statt wrller

One quarter of Phyllls Scherman's

famlily was killed in the Holocaust and
. ber husband spent aix horrible years in
a Nazi concentration camp.

So when she looked at the red palnt-
ed swastikas and raclal slurs painted
on the Livonla Jewish Cangmxnunn
last Sunday, she felt a wave of “‘great
sadness and violation™ come over her.

“I-wouldn't have lived here for 23 years
if I felt this was not a good communi-

ty.

HER COMMENTS were accentuated
by the numerous offers of support and
assistance she has recelved from
throughout the community,

“My phone has been rlnglng off the
hook, The responsc has been one of
shock, sadness and disbelief — and It
just hasn't been from our congregation.

apprehend the (ndlviduals involved and
that we want to prevent it from bap-

- pening again.

“No community wants this reputa-
tion,” he ald,

McNamara seems to have his own
theory on the matter,

After requesting and reading the po-
lice rveports about the incident,
McNamara sald he believes "It almost
sounds Like kids are involved. It sounds

You got to wonder, they didn't paint the
brick, they palnted the arcas that could
be cleaned off, and they used a water-
base paint.

“It leads me to believe It's rather a
low budget terrorist or a not too
wicked vandal," he sald.

. One theory Investigators bave exa-
mined ls the supposition the Incident
was somchow stimulated by a nine-
weck televison program about Judalsm
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“ Just feel that who ever did this lsa "People have been stopping by to ask  more like vandalism than wickedry.  airing on Channel 56, 471-9003
slck person because well people just  whal they can do to help. A man from -
don't do things like this,” shesald. ~ . the Universal Unltarian Church in E L E cr

Scherman is a longtime member of Farmlington sald he was on his way to -~ i
the 80-family member congregatlon, church when he almost got rear-ended . Rona ’d A.

Its spokeswoman and a 23-year resi-
dent of the Seven Mile nelghborhood
surrounding the synagogue.

Thls week she asked that people not

for what he saw (on the synagoguc). He
got out to look at lt, then drove to
church and told his minlster about it.
That mornlng the minlster made an an-
from the pulpit and

look upon the
for the acts of vandallsm done to the

they've offered to help in any way.”
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