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How they will remember India’s Indira Gandhi

By Dlane Gale
spoclal writer

Several months before Prime Minis-
ter Indira Gandhl was assasslnated, she
scnt a message to the people of the
Unlwd State via four area teachers

uring a private meeting 10 her bome.

"I’d like to disssade them that India
Is a starving natlon, because It's no
lenger a starving nation,” she sald, ac-
cording to Jonathan Swift of Livonla
Stevenson High School.

Gandhi spoke the words in a gentle
tone, but with convictlon, sald Swift
who attended the 30-minute session
July 17 with Redford Blshop Borgess
teachers Kathleen Gedert, Susan
Shreve and Thomas St. Charles.

“We're probably among the few last
forelgn ple to sce her,” said St.
Charles, a Eirmlnghnm resident.

"When we heard about the assassina-
tlon, It was llke losing a friend, because
she Ingratiated herself so much to us,"
he sald.

THE TEACHERS met with Gandhl,
a Hindu, one month after she ordered a
rald on the Sikhs' holiest shrine, the
Golden Temple in Amritsar, Punjab.
‘The act was an effort to break the Sikh
terrorists’ movement and resulted in a
temple fight June 5-6, leaving at least
600 people dead, according to the New
York Times.

The temple raid s belicved to be the
motlve behind the killing of Gandhl,
who was shot at least eight times by
Awa of her bodyguards who were Slkhs,
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At the time of thelr July vislt, the
rlots that followed the rald continued
to threaten the safety of the people,
Swlft sald. The nervous American visi-
tors were unwilllng to forfeit the once-
in-a-llfetlme opportunlty.

IN ORDER to get to Gandhi's dlning
room, where the mecting took place,
they were forced to more than 300
people — Including irate Slhks — who
were walting to see the prime minlster,

*It was thrilling and a little frighten-
ing,” Swift said.

“The guards who killed her were
with her for a long time, and they were
there when we were there,” he safd. “It
conld have happened Just as caslly that
day.”

AT THE TIME, the teachers dldn’t
understand the seriousness of the civit
unrest, sald Shreve, a Troy resident.

Once they passed the throngs of peo-
ple, the wide-cyed Amerfcans were
seated In a room where Gandhl was
slgning papers. Gedert was shocked to
realize that the meeting tncluded only
the prime minister and a general secre-
tary in the parliament who arranged it,
she said.

Gandhi seemed even smaller as she
sat behind her desk, yet her visitors say
they were overwhelmed at the thought
of having casual conversation with In-
dla’s prime minlster.

HER "FASCINATING
charlsmatlc  presence
them, Shreve sald,

The suburban Detroit teachers were
granted the meeting to glve Gandhi an
opportunlty to learn about a globai ed-
ucation program, headed by Swift,

Ellis is ho

Continuad from Pago 1

the local Rowry 's Paul Harris Fellow-
ship Award,

Among the other activities In which
Ellis has been involved are the Farm-
Ington Faleon Booster club which he
helped to organtze in 1969 and in which
he served as president in 1971-72. In
1978, he was elected as the ZBA presl-
dent while at the same tIme serving as

eyes" and
captlvated

The teachers sald Gandhl seemed
sincerely interested in the program,
which stresses the need to teach stu-
dents the religlons, polltics and cul-
tures of countries around the world.

‘The wide-ranging English and soclal
studics courses in the global education
program were inltinted in 1977 at Ste-
venson, and have attracted internation-
al attention, Swift sald

GANDHI SAID that since she had
reached her lifetime goal of making In-
dla self-sufficlent, her next task was to
work to educate more of the country’s
700 million people.

“She said she was the mother of the

ple, hecause she was raising them
all,” Shreve said,

The teachers sal¢ they were most
Impressed by Gandhi's warm and hum-
ble personality,

“We felt so at ease, and I know I
would never get to sce Ronald Reagan
like that,” Gederd said.

“Before we left, Mrs. Gandhl said,
‘Please come back in 10 years, and you
will sec many more changes In the
country,’”” Gedert said.

SWIFT ASKED Gandbl if India
would change its structure of govern-
ment to adopt a strong presidenti for-
mat.

“She sald she was not tnterested in it,
because the people would think she
wanted more power," Swift sald. “She
sald, 'l am the housewife of the
people.””

The 66-ycar-old prime minister of
Indla for 15 of the last 18 years also
lold the group that because Indla was a
democratie country, she looked to the

nored

the president of the Farmington Rota-
ry.

He also has been active in the
Staman Acres Civic Assoctation, as
commissioner of the South Farmington
Baseball for Boys little leaguc and as
the assistant athletic director of the
Farmington Rockets little league foot-
ball teams. In 1967, he served as a dad
adviser in the Farmington Demolay.

Popular craft show is Nov. 10

More than 200 artists will sell thelr
works at the Troy Historlcal Society’s
annual Hand and Eye Show from 9 a.m.
ta 5 pam., on Nov. 10 at Troy High
School, 3179 Livernols.

Admission to the jurled arts and
crafts show is 50 cents and goes toward

the Troy museum.

Parking will be available at the
schoot and a bus will drive shoppers to
and from an overflow Iot at the Top of
‘Troy building, 755 W. Big Beaver. Re-
freshments will be avallable in the
school cafeteria.

Unlted States for more support than It
was getting.

At the same time, she warned that 1f
Russta glves Indla wheat, the countries
would be frlends “because I have to

feed my famlly (the Indian people,”

Gedert said.

MEETING GANDHI was the high
point of an adveniure-packed 7%a-week
trip around the world. The trip grew

Area teachers cherish their summer audience
with Indlra Gandhi, india’s prime minister who

from Swiit and St. Charles’ plans to
glve a workshop at the International

clted about thelr visit with Ganghi,
They reallze, too, that her death makes

Reading Assoclation that was held In  thelr meecting an even greater mlle-

Hong Kong last summer, Shreve and
Gedert decided to attend,
‘The trip included stops in Italy, Swit-

stone.
“As we were walking past all these
people on the ground who were there to

zerland, Tokyo, Abudabi in the Perslan  ask her questions, I kept thinking ‘I'm
Gult, Sri Lanka, Slagapore and the Peo-  going to talk to this person who s in

ple's Republic of China.
Despite a long st of Intriguing expe-
riences, they sull seem amazed and ex-

was assassinated last week, They are Kathleen

control of 700 millon le,’” St
Charles sald. peopie, ™.
“It's rather awesome.”

Gedert (left), Thomas 8t, Charles, an Indian offi-
cial, Gandhl, Susan Shreve and Jonathan Swift,

=l « Pepsi
)4A . Dig’t Il’opsi
v, + Mt Dew

» Pepsi Light
» Popsi Free
+ Diet Pepsi Free
2LItor Bottles
$ 1 37 SL\:
Good 1hru Nov. 14, 1984
DISCOUNT
POP
32334 Gund River
of Powsrs.
778473

« Astigmatism
» Tinted & Bifocals
Try Lenses On With
No Obligation

Let’s Talk Contact Lenses!

Call For Free Professional
Consultation & Brochure
» Daily Wear » Extended Wear

CALL TODAY: 474-5125
ROSEN VISION CLINIC, PC

Dr, Seymour Roten, Optomesrist
33308 Grand River, Farmln?lon Mi
Visa, Mastercharge s & Alt Insurance P

& /E
N q

ans Accepted

(Trnnsfarm Your
Tired Furniture

10%

OFF DESIGNER 3

o | Service Can Save Your =
¢ | Favorite Chair or Sofa
1 * Qur attention to d

20157 W. 5 Flve
£, of Riddiabelt

.

In Time For The Holidays!

FABRICS A
Our Custom Upholstering i 3

DICK'S up;i”msrenv SHOP

%

71’5"//

= S
ctall sets us apart «
guaranteed

1]

Livonla

B oA ena B

|  wHAIR
‘COMPANY!

~°"COUPON~1

PERMS
$9 450

Reg.
Isncludl!s Cut&

tyle
Tues. & Wed.

- 38

- ‘\w"
. Perms
« Cutling
. Colur- Mamcures

.| 277187 Mlle + Livonia

g

538-1044

-8

... INSULATE"

For Greater Energy Savings
INSULATION SPECIAL

$30000

1100 B0 T ¢
i

JONES
INSULATION SUPPLIES INC.
) Call 348- nasa

DON’T PROCRASTINATE...

ﬁulm Htreet
6761 Miebert

Fnteriors, Ltb,
L!Jvdn*lr o

421-6900
4‘—’

’S NO

longer
a man’s world

OU'VE COME a long way — and so have we.

Women's sports have grown in all aspects —
from talent level to fan appeal — and we are
the first in the area to recognize its growth.

While others list the scores, we tell the story.
Be it women's basketball, swimming, tennis, cross
country, volleyball, gymnastics, skiing, softball, golf,
soccer or track and field, you'll find it in the Observer

sports sections.

We're more than just the scores.




