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Hawks-Seaholm: a surprise showdown

Maples’ hopes rest
with stingy defense

Multi-faceted Hawks
brace for title drive

By Chris McCosky
stotf wrlter

HE BIGGEST misconecption
about the 1984 Farmington
Harrison football team is
that, if you can stop John
Miller, you can stop the Hawks.

There i3 good reason for the miscon-
ception. Afterall, Miller’s accomplish-
ments are phenomenal:

® He has gained more than 10,000
career yards in total offense, including
klekoff and punt returns, recelving and
rushing.

# He has rushed for 4,294 yards and
62 touchdowns In hls career.

® He has caught 35 passes for 843
yards and aix touchdowns.

# He has returned 28 punts for 400
yards and three more TDs.

® He has a carcer punting average
better than 40 yards and he has
amassed 4,140 yards in punts,

® He has scored 438 polnts for the
Hawks.

@ He has intercepted 19 passes and
I3 the second leading tackler in Harrl-
son history with 252 tackles,

MILLER CAME into bls senfor sea-
son with “All-Amertcan” posted like a
bull’s-eye on his jersey. Every team the
Hawks faced geared its defense toward
stopping Miller, Here's how he re-
sponded:

® He rushed for 1,321 yards in 194
carries and scored 24 TDs.

® He caught 14 passes for 369 yards
and three TDs,

® He returned 10 punts for 307
:yards and three TDs,

# He made 69 tackles and picked off
four passes and punted for 41.6 yards a
crack.

Awesome? Yes. But, don't make the
same mistake about Harrlson that nine
badly defeated opponents made In
1984, Do not assume that M!t'~r iy al]
the Hawks have.

Harrison coach John Herrington,
who has posted a 110-33-1 in his 22
years, has sald thls many times this
season: “We would win without John
Mitler. I would hate llke heck not to
have him, but I think we would be a
good team without him.”

0Oddly, the response has been, “Sure
John, whatever you say.” And teams
contlnue to gear up only for Miller —
and get thrashed. Harrison's cumula-
tive score in its nine games thls season
1s 397-44. Twenty-one of those 44 points
allowed were scored by onc team,

Livonla Churehill,

LET'S MEET the other clements of
Farmington Harrison.

Quarterback Vince Enright s a 6-
foot-3, 185-pound major college pros-
pect. Enright has completely rewritten
the Hawks' record books for passing.
Enrlght completed 82 of his 132 passes
this season (61 percent) for 1,487 yards.
He threw 16 touchdown passes. All of
the above establishing records at Har-
tlson.

Agelnst Monroe last week, Enright
completed 19 of 21 passes for 292
yards. The most completlons and yard-
age carned in single game by a Hawk,

Hls favorite target is a Fred Biletni-
koff-like receiver named Brian Smolln-
ski. Smolinski, with fluld moves, an un-
canny ability to'get open and hls stub-
born refusal to drop footballs thrown In
his vicinity, has become Harrison's
most prolific pass cateher,

Only a junlor, Smolinskl caught 46
passes for 915 yards and nine touch-
downs. He caught nine passes against
Monroe for 180 yards — both single-
game records.

Oh, by the way, If you're planalng on
double-tcaming Smolinski, forget it.
Enright doesn't mind a bit throwing the
ball to tight end Brian Saputo or flank-
er Jelf Shottroff or Miller out of the
backfleld.

THE HARRISON passing attack fs
as diverse as many college's, The rea-
son Herrington Ls able to pull it off at
the bigh school level Ls because of his
large and rugged offenslve line — meet
the Grubbers.

Dave Delekta (6-3, 210), George Sar-
cevich (6-4, 220), Mark Shapiro (5-11,
175), Ben Chen (511, 201) and Jason
Talbert (5.9, 175) are well-versed in
both pass protection and In blowing
open holes for Miller,

‘The Harrlson offense can beat you a
lot of ways. But, so can the Hawks’ de-
fense, While the offense rolled up close
to 4,000 yards this scason (3,626 to be
exact), the defense was allowing just
1,051. The Hawks posted four shutouts.

The Hawks are tough to run inside
against because of the likes of Delekta,
Ken Hixon and Chen, They are equally
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John Miller, as good as he is (and he's darn good), is riot all Farm-
ington Harrison has.

tough to run outslde on because of ag-
gressive llncbackers llke Hixon and
Jelf Sholtz and cornerbacks like Shot-
troff, Miller and Smalinski.

But, the key to the success of Harri-
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By Marty Budner
staff wrlter

IF SEAHOLM thought Southfield

speedster Torln Dorn was a blg
paln in the hip pad, the Maples
baven't secn nothin® yet.

Walt unti] Saturday when they get a
face-mask view of Farmington Harrl-
so0n's All-State back John Miller.

le Dorn, who almost slogle-band-
edly knocked Seaholm from the un-
defeated ranks in the season’s eighth
game, was a major thorn, Miller is sim-
ply a killer,

Miller won't be Harrlson’s only
lethal weapon when the two undefeated
state football powers mnel 1:30 p m. at
Southfield-Lathrup High Scheol in a
first-round Michigan High School Ath-
letic Assoclation (MHSAA) class A
state playoff game.

Harrison has bonafide stars lke
quarterback Vince Enright and All-
State candidate Brian Smollaski, plus a
respected leader in coach John Herr-
ington. Personnel liko that is what
makes Harrison an overwhelming fa-
vorite, not only to win Saturday’s tilt,
but to advance to the state champlon-
ship game Nov, 24 at the Pontiac
Silverdome,

And the Seaholm defense -~ the
teom's backbone all season — will
have to be near perfect if the underdog
Maples hope to advance. It is unques-
tionably Seaholm's severest test this
season.

THE HAWKS scored more than 40
points In elght of their nine games, av-
eraging & whopping 44.11 points per
outing. Iis closest game was a 31-3
shelling of Farmington in the Western
Lakes Activitles Assoclation (WLAA)
championship game.

So it will be up to veteran senlors
itke Joe Hotland and Rob Bosart to fire
Seaholm defense, which limped
the final third of the season
with nagging Injurles locgﬂplaln Dan

WHEN: 1:30 pm. samrday.Ncw 10,
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High Schoot, on
12 Mlo cast of Evecgrann.
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GOMPOSITE COMPARISON
OFFENSE

‘Backflold: Edgo to Harrison.
Focetvers: €60 1o Harison.
Lina: Edga to Harrison.

DEFENSE

Bocond
Special 1aams: Edge ta Harson.

PREGICTION: Marty Sudner, Biemingham
Sports Editor: Hamson by 10,

PREDICTION: Chie McCosky, Farmingion
Sports Editor: Hamison by 21,

‘The most points they've allowed was
20 n the thrilling, one-point victory
over Southfield. Troy scored 18 polnts,
and the only other teams to score on
Seaholm were Kimbalt and Berkley.

Holland (8-foot-3, 205 pounds) and
Bosart (§-3, 240) are Scaholm's defen-
alve comerstones. Since thelr sopho-
more years, they've helped the Maples
attain a record streak of 26 straight
regular-season games without a loss.
Both were chosen to Max Emflnger's
National High School Flfth Team All-
American Football squad.

TY DELLER and Scott Tjaden or
‘Tom Schreur are the other members of
the Maple defenslve line. Scott Christie
(6-2 lBS) and Scott Mann (5-11, 206} are
along with Spencer (6-

Lukas and inside U
Spencer,

Lukas dldn't play the final four
games while Spencer started the flnal
two games agalnst Southfleld and
Groves but never [Inished. Both are
questionable for Saturday.

Desplte the injurics, Seaholm is a
pretty stingy group in its own right.

‘The Maples have allowed 51 points in
nine games (5.66 average) and regls-
tered five shutouts,

5. 230) and Lukas (6-0, 280).

Seaholm's defensive secondary in-
cludes George Ziegler, Jeff Hepfer —
also the kicker — and Jim Woodruff,

“Sure we have to stop them. Qur de-
fense will be the key, sald coach
Chuck Skinner, whose team lost to Blr-
mingham Brother Rice in the first
round of last ycar’s state tournament.

“But, the fact is, nobody has stopped
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Hawks in; justice is finally served

OR THOSE of you who betleve there
{sn't a higher authority standing
gunrd over our llves, check Lhis

LaSalle

® Utica Ford 13, Sterling Heights Ste-

vensa

wearing green and gold on Suturduy

Last season, a miracle knocked the

. Deax‘;born Divine Child 14, Wlmn De-

n?7.
Yes, lhcn: is indeed a God, and he was

Chris
McCosky

duce the atate's best football team. How
could it if the state's consensus No. 1 team
was not eligible to compete?

As It Is, only one of the state’s two top
teams are there. Birmingham Brother Rice,
even with its one loss, deserves to be in the
playoffs.

'YC!, in a sense, justice was served,”

Yet, one man never really gave up hope,
And his refusal to give up hope seemed to

sald, “We deserved to be there.
But, 1 think that it is unjust that DeLaSalle,

@WMICHIGAN’S LARGESTXL
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Stevenson and Brother Rice are out. Th:

Farmington Harrison football team out of
the state playolfs, This year, a miracle has
put them in,

‘The Hawks cried Friday night a(ter thelr
49-6 victory in Monroe. They flgured it was
thelr last ballgame,

They knew what had to happen In order
for them to get into the playoffs. They had
been reading about it In the papers since
about mid-season.

They knew that Blrmingham Sezholm,
DeLaSalle and Stevenson were ahead of
them on the computer, They knew that two
of those three had to lose. They knew by the
fourth quarter Friday that Seaholm had

won,
- They knew they needed a miracle,

ON SATURDAY, many of the Hawk play-
ers lined the Farmington sidelines. They
were rooting for the Falcons to upset host
North Farmington. It would give Harrison
an extra 16 points.

Many of them Askcd me if Tthought there
was & chance.

*My heart says there ls I told them.
“But, my head says 'No wa,

‘That's basically how most Lhern felt too.
Not John Miller, however, Miller, the all-
American football player and all-world per-
300, WA g something dliferent.

“I feel real bad for these guys,” ke said,
peinting to teammates Vince Enright, Dave
Delekta, Ken Hixon, Brhn Smollnski, Mark

spur the tcam on, How dlfflcult it must have
been to prepare for the flnal two or
games of the season knowing that the sea-
son most likely would end with an anticli-
max alter nlne games.

BUT COACH John Herrington is man of
strong falth, as are coaches Bob Sutter, Bob
Sallow and Steve Dolloway, Together, they
instilled a belief into the Hawks that every-
thing would wark out.

“Obviously, it would be a big disappolnt.
ment if we didn't make it," Herrington said
two weeks ago when it appeared obvious
that Harrison was doomed. “We are not just
a good team, We are a great team,

'But, Istill foel we'll get In, We have the
best team and somehow, something is going
to happen to get us In, I really belleve that.”

John Herrington belleves In miracles;

He no doubt remembered 1975. It was the
firat year of these state playoffs. Livonia
Franklin, an outstanding team that year,
was on the verge of ml.ning the playoffs.
They not only needed a Divine Child victory
over Birmingham Brother Rice, which
scemed unlikely, dut they also needed all
:rl‘:‘tums on thelir schedule to win on that

1 woek.

Franklin belleved in miracles, DC won.
Al the teams that Franklin had played won.
Franklln went on to win the state cham-
plonship.

YES, A CASE could be made that a mira-

are among the top elght polnt gctwn in the
atate, and they deserve to be here,

Herrington has been a bundle of nerves
this week. In a matter of hours, he went
from planning a Monday morning inventory
session to planning a Monday morning star-
tegy scsslon on how to beat Birmingham
Seaholm,

He 1s uptight because his team s expect.
ed to win — now more than ever.

“PEQPLE SEEM to think we are golng to
have an easy time with Seaholm,” Herring-
ton sald. “But, I know that's llmply not true,

“They have a 28-game streak
(oot counting post-season play) (alng. No—
bodghmms to realize that. Seaholm Is
tou,

Still, the pressure Herrington Is feeling
now i bllss compared to the frustration he
would have felt watching elght other teams
phy for the state Class A title.

2 Hawks are 9-0. They have outscored
th:lr opponents 397-44, They have gained
nearly .4,000 yards In total offense. They
have llluwed just over 2,000, They can beat
ynnwlr.ht.hem,(hepm with defense and
with special teams play.
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te tournamen
l have been mua-mg high school football
1o Michigan since 1973, 've been covering it
prclenlouaunlm 1980,
I tave scen & more diversely

1984 FALL CLEARANCE
" YOU WILL NEVEROWN A
MERCEDES-BENZ FOR LESS

THAN RIGHT NOW!
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