J4C* % (F-16C.R0-12C L .AW.G-88.P.C-10C)

Thursday, Novembor B, 1884

Wood stoves and firaplaces add coziness as waoll as heat to a
room, but safoty precauctions need be taken to prevent home

fires.

Start stacking

Time to replenish woodpile

Our pewly r has

a wood-burning stove, As a novice, I
need. informnation on sclecting fire-
wood,

o consumer
Oak Park I ba
Wood contlnues to Increase in popu- ma, g

larity as a complementary fuel source
desplte Its Increase in grice over the
past few years, Five characterlstics to
conslder when buylng firewood: The
amount of woed, the specles (Lypes), the
molsture content, the degree of prepa-
ration, and flnally, the price. Wood 13
sold In standard units of measure. A
full cord measures ¢lght feet long, four
feet high and four feet wide or 126 cu-
bic feet. A face cord is elght feet long,
four feet high and as wlde as the length
of the cut wood — 12 to 24 inches ks
usual or approximately onc-third of a
full cord. A “truck load” Is a vague
term depending on the size of the truck
bed

‘The most important specics charac-
teristic of wood Is its heating value.
Certaln specles (types) of wood are
denser, and when burned give aff more
heat.

Most wood dealers do not take time
to grade wood. It's usually ecut and
stacked as it falls, Leamn (o recognize
the types of wood by the bark, 5o you
can determine the value of the wood.
Wood can be bought “green” or “sca-
soned,” depending on the molsture con-
tent. Seasoned or dry wood starts to

burn more casily and glves off more
heat, so It Is preferred. Green wood has
not been aged before cutting and usval-
Ty has a “hissing" sound when burned.

Preparing the wood s hard work,
and the price will reflect bow much af
the work you're wllling to do yourself.
If you want to have finely split pleces
stacked near your doorstep, expect to
pay a premium price. If you want to go
the cheapest route, cut the wood your-
self from free-standing trees. Wood can
be bought in any stage between these
two extremes. Finally, the price re-
flects all of the above characteristics.
A diffcrence In any one of these char-
acteristics witl affect the price.

Wood 4 2 favorite source of fuel be-
causc of its heating capabilitles as well
as the psychologleal lIft It gencrates. It
wlll never replace the more dominant
sources of power, but it s a pleasant
complement on a cold, snowy night.

The Consumer Mailbag answers
your questions. Address matl to The
Consumer Maitbag, Concern De-
troit, 1025 Shelby, Detroit, 48226,

Chrysler boosts UF

United Foundation Torch Drive val-
unteers repol Lhis week that 635
million, or 72,1 percent of this year's
$50-mlllion goal, has been ralsed.

The announcement was made at the
fourth report meeting by Toreh Drive
Advance GHts Chairman Joan Warren.

Chrysler Corp, Fund ($375,000). Thls Is
the second consceutive year both of
these gifts Increased by at least 20 per-
cent,

‘The 36th annual Torch Drive contin-
ues through Nev. 8. Contributions to

Safety checklist

Wood stove installation demands care

The use of
stoves bas been matched by Increase in

home fires. Fire ofilclals say many of
the flres could be avolded with proper
installation and maintegance.
Do-it-yourselfers are urged to follow
manufacturers’ instructions to the let-
ter and all installations should be in-
spected by a licensed heating contrac-
tor or by an experlenced Installer,
Before purchasing a free-standlng,
woadburning stove, buyers need to re-
vlew local bullding codcs to assure
woodburners are allowed, fire officials

say,
{,ube]s on the stove should show that
the model was tested by a nationally
recognized, Independent testing lnbora-
tory.
rl{ woodburaers are used as the pri-
mary source of heat, monthly inspec-

should be made.

that collects on the Inside of the chim-
ney's walls, becomes more of a flre
hazard,

When selecting the type of wood for
fuel, choase dry, well-seasoned hard-
wols such as maple, elm, oak and
blrch. Experts suggest avelding pine,
spruce and other sofiwoods. They give
less heat and Increase cresofe bulldup,

Here are some safety tips from the
National Fire P

Before purchasing a free-standing,
woodburning stove, buyers need to
review local building codes to assure
woodburners are allowed, fire officials

8ay.

combustible material which extends at
least 18 inches beyond the stove in ol}

® Keep the burner 36 Inches from
walls and allow 6 Inches of alr space
beneath the stove.

@ Only use the properly designed
ch!:;:l’ny Ior the type of stove belng io-

® Place the stove on a base of non-

® It using o factory-built chimney,
make sure it is a model listed by a test.
ing laboratory.

# Seal off unused flucs with a non-
combustible material that provides the
same degree of {lre resistance as the
chimney,

® Check the chimney for loose mor-
tar, crumbling bricks, obstruction and
ereosote bulldup before and after each
heating scason.

® All pipes connecting the stove to
the chimney should be 24-guage corro-
sion resistant stecl with 18 inches be-
tween it and other combustible materl-
al. Avold more than two 90-degree
turns from the stove to the chimney.
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“All My Children” in person!
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