Wl:‘;:l'st lhke mo}sl:slmponnut thing a homeowner
can do to keep furnace operatin
through the wlater? porating efflciently

Change the [llters. .

That job, routinc as it sounds, is an Important
step in furnace maintenance. But there's more that
a homeowner can do himself in addltion to havinga
yearly check by a furnace professional,

Anyone who has known the joy of having the fur-
nace dle at 3 a.m. during a January blizzard under-
stands the | P 1
1t's smart to have g professional inspect and clean,
the furnace yearly.

Thelr goal I8 to catch small problems before they
become blg problems, but here's some maintenance
the homeowner can do,

People get into problems If they never go down

,and look at their furnace. The alr fllter should be
rhanged several times over the course of g heating
season. In the dead of winter, cheek or change It
every thirty days. Otherwise, change It every other
month. With pets In the house, especlally cats, it
needs to be changed more often.
" When the fllter Is plugged with dust and dirt, the
blower must work extra hard pulling aly through
the clogged filter, which shortens the life of the
blower motor, The furnace s also less efflclent in
dellvering heat to the house when the filter (s full,

Other malntenance duties should be done once a
year.

'

« FURNACES ABOUT five years old or older need
yearly lubricatlon of the motor. Usually there are
litle holes on each ¢nd of the blower motor. About
Ahe size of a pencll palnt, they may be open or have
lstie plugs. They should be lubricated with a non-
detergent type oll. Read the label on the oil can to
be sure it is suitable for furnace use,

" Newer furnaces need lubrleation only every
three or four years, and that may be done by the
regular service personnel.

+ The homeowner should regularly check the fur-
‘nace vent pipe to make sure it's fastened properly
with no rust or holes,

- Gas furnaces should be cleaned with a vacuum
cleaner because of their tendency to get dusty as
alr 1s sucked into the burner area.

» Turn off the blower, take the door off the burner
‘area and vacuum around the gas valve. If you get
too near the pliot light and put it out, you'il have to
relight it, so try to avoid that spot.

H this job lsn't done when the furnace is serviced,
the malntenance people will do the vacuuming, but
then you'll kave to pay for thelr time, so it's smart
and economleal to do it yourself,

When you change the filter, that arca should be
vacuumed as well.

The thermostat gets dusty, too, and must be
cleaned In order to be accurate. Take the cover off
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and use a vacuum cleaner or cotton swab o clean
the inside without distrubing the mereury bulb,
Vacuuming behind the covers of heat registers
and cold air returns [s a good idea, slnce dust enters
there and goes into the furnace,
Mazke gure cold air returns are not covered by
{uniture. This often happens in children's bed-

rooms,

Heatlng experts recommend an annual cleantng
and inspection by professionals, Servica pecple can
do a more thorough job of cleaning, such as remov-
ing the blower and cleaning its fins, All burners are
checked and the furnace s checked with a flash-
light for minute cracks,

Furnace service persons clean the burner if there
is scale on It amd make n j adjustments.
‘They chock proper combustion in the furnace and

They check all operating parts and teat the fur-
nace's reaponse (o the thermostat. The combustion
chamber is'inspected visually for cracks, and the
workers check for bad combustlon, carbon monox-
ide leaks, for orders and venting problems,

u b found, the

any p &re
» ommend what repairs are needed,
There are geveral other things a homeowner can
do to increasa the efficlency of his furnace.
Installing a flus damper helps keep heat from
golng up tha chimpey, A bimetal flue damper Is
the least expensive;
Installed. As the furnace comes on, the rislng tem.
re::lm will open the damper, which shuts a
ater.
A power or electronle flue dimper uses an elec-
tric motor connected to the gas valve to open and

rec.

per s
costing from about $79 to $100

Furnace maintenance isamust g R

proper responses to safcties and controls, such as
the high limit switch,

Weak link
is target
of thieves

Homeowners who have become consclous of
the need for securing doors and windows [n thelr
houses are often lax about certaln items araund
the property that attract thieves.

Bicycles, motorcycles, boats, mowers and
various kinds of tools, as well as sheds and other
storage structures, are the constant targets of
those who know such things are seldom properly
protected. A $2.95 padlock will not do the trick
of protecting expensive possessions. Even when
a tough padlock has been used, it is sometimes
almost useless because the chain or cable to
which It Is attached caneasily be cut with a bolt
cutter or hacksaw,

The total locking system is only as strong as
its weakest part. When a doer to an outslde shed
is to be protected, the matching part of the re-
quired hardwarc, such as a hasp, must be equal
In strength to that of the padlock, otherwise de-

of p Is

In buylng a padlock, the price is a good indica-
tion of its quality. High security padlocks, ac-
cording to Allen Vancura of Amerlcan Lock Co.,
cost $10 or more, medium securlty padlocks $6
10 $10, and low security, under $6. Vancura says
locks offering the hlghest security have these
characteristics:

o Hardened solld steel body constructlon.

® Five-to seven-pin, tubular or dise-type eyl-
Inders,

® The shackle (the U-shaped part of the pad-
lock) is made of hardened steet oF strong materi-
als, such as kryptonite, with a 7/16 Inch dlame-
ter or more.

® Double ball locklng of the shackle at "heel”
and “toe.”

Medium security locks usually have the fol-
lowing:

® Body construction using laminated steel
plates, sotld brass or dle cast materials.

# Cylinders using four ping or less or blades.

® Ashackle of % to % inch hardened steel.

® A double-locking, lever-type mechanism,

Low security padlocks have these tralts:

® Formed metal body constructlon, such as
combinatlon padlocks.

® A mechanical or warded “cylinder” type.

# Shackle material under % Inch in diameter
and made of brass or unhardened atecl.

® A single locklng, lever-type mechanlsm.

Determining which Is bardened steel and
which is not, as well as some other differences,
may not be dlscernible to everyone, but Vancura
5ays most stores carry lock displays which give
this informatlon and list good, better and best
security features.

close miore qulckly. Somewhat more efficient, It
costs about $159 to $189 installed,
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EVERY PANEL ON SALE!
Over 40 styles to choose from.

Brick and Stone Panels

Decorator Vinyl Panels Reg. $13.99
NO%N

IEXRR—— ¥ S8

-Rec\;’v$19.99

NOW ONLY $15.99

ile Bathroom Panels Reg.
NO?N

$18.79
ONLY $15.79
ONLY $11.99

16" Feal Veneer Panels -Reg. $16.39-318.
NOW ONLY $14.39-316.19

2X4 STUDS

go° 1

Sale prices start at ¢ $7.99 .
rADHESI‘VE BONSn 1 PAINT SUNDRIES

FRANKLIN PANEL & PLYWOOD || PLASTIC TRAY
ADHESIVE reg. value $1.24 LINER 4 ¢
WITH PURCHASE [

FURRING 28
STRIPS

1X3-8' 2X2-8'

59¢ 75°¢

I OF ,WALL PANELING,
LIMIT"1 TUBE WiITH | DROP CLOTH ¢
B EVERY 3 PANELS

good thru pPURCHASED I

NS %, 3/4" MASKING ¢
| TAPE
"ONETIME® 95 :
SPACKLING PT

PANEL BACKER
Paneling insulation that fits
between 1X3 furring strips.

PKG. covers
32 sq.ft.

POWER ROLLER

The right too! for painting
¢ stopping, recoating the

roller or refiling the
tray is required.

78.95
GLASS MASK

Makes painting around window

®two styles
©32" or 36"

we 169
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Red Croas

.

" We'll Help.
Will You?

CASHWAY
LUMBER

Mo

Ourlow prices
help you make it.

interiors quickly and easily, No__

GUARANTEED FOR
! AS LONG AS YOU
== OWN YOUR HOME

BrOWN 1799

ewashable fiat
eone coat hide

p®latex fast & easy in hundreds
of colors

00 reg.$14.99
C?Uﬁﬂ\éENaLATEX 99
 a snap. 5.95 ‘ SEMIGLOSS 1
LIFETIME CAULK | STORM WINDOW

Shrinks to fit - using
;Javst":: tlg?ig ;05 49 KITS an ordinary hair dryer.
you own your § MULTI PAR  covers 99 ‘
) 4 - 3'x5" windows

home.
DOORWALL KIT

1
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OPEN:
mGHION 325 Maln Stroet 201 MON. THRU THURS.
DETROIT 5311 East Nevoda . CAMAEM,
FENTON 14378 Tarrey Roed . FERIDAY A SATURDAY
LINCOLN PARK 3288 Fort Sireet - SAMAPM,
M. CLEMENS 3 South Groesbeck . SUNOAY
OWOss0 1313 Fast Main Steast 10AM.-4 P,
i A 12222 Inkster Rood - OETROI STOREONLY
OPEN:

SAVE 400 reas$1299 899 .
GUARDIAN LATEX WALL PANT
(o i

GUARDIAN

LATEX WALL PAINT
One-Coat Mide

SOUTHHELD 22800 Was1 8 Mile Rood
SOUTHLYON 20801 Pentioc Temit
utica - 48075 Van Dyke o T SAY.
WATERFOID 7374 Highland Roed - Mol

vesnANT 429 North Huren . oAM P
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