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Zhe 1.94 (Ford) freeway In Detrolt
and the 1-698 (Reuther) freeway n
scithern Oakland County should be the
reflon's top candidates for lmprove-
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Bl pipced those two corridors at the top of
§ 1A D. 2005 wish list.
[{ »¢Approximately 50 pereent of the (I-
638) road surface wili be surface defl-
cignt within the next five years,” said
¥ Eq Husloles, SEMCOG staff member.
WPopulation I the corridor is pro-
jegited to grow by 31 percent, the num-
bot of households by 58 percent, and
cthployment wii double” in that 20-
y4ar perlod, Hustoles said.

\WITHOUT DISSENT, the SEMCOG
Gpaeral Assembly approved the trans-
paHation corridor plan, identifylng top
roglonal needs but leaving the detalls
td transportation engineers,

The 1-696 corridor In question runs
2.9 mlles from the Lodge freeway in
Suthfield to the I-275 freeway in Novi,
It was apened In 1883-84. (The portion
ta be improved does not Include the
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"ralsslng link” from the Lodge to Ma-
comb County, which was delayed 20
years by inter-governmental battles,

Major traffic generators Include
Oakland Community College's Orchard
Ridge campus in Farmington Hllls,
Tel-Twelve Mall in Southfleld, Twelve
Qaks Mali in Novi, Lawrence Institute
of Technology in Southfleld and 17,000
employees of offices and 1ight industri-
al plants.

Frequent “stop-go” rush hour traffle
I8 predicted at peak hours.

INOT ONLY s the pavement wearing
out, Hustoles said, but (he route was
never meant to be only a four-lane
(reeway.
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“This segment of 1-696 was origlnal-
1y concelved in the 19503 to be con-
structed as a six-lane high speed free-
way,” he sald,

“"However, because traffic conditions
in the 19503 did not warrant a six-lane
facillty and 1-896 was claasifled as a
'rural freeway,’ the Bureau of Public
Ronds aj to finance a four-lane fa-
cllity, providing extra right-ol-way for
additional lanes when traffle volumes
warranted further improvements.

Husloles said the number of lanes is
likely to be increased, but other ateps
also could be taken — notably the use
of dedicated lanes for buses and multi-
passenger vehicles.
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THE 1-94 (Ford) frecway, the only
east-west freeway across southeast
Michigan, was opened in stages from
1950 to 1959. The sectlon tapped for
improvement cxtends 16 miles from
Wyoming Avenue in Dearborn to Ver-
nler in Detroit.

“Although populatlon and employ-
ment surrounding the corridor are pro-
jected to decline by 2005 Hustoles
sald, “the number of daily trips s ex-
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plexes in Detrolt and the new GM
“Poletown" plant in Hamtramck.
More than 90 percent of its surface Is
(o be deficlent within flve
years, the SEMCOG plan sald.

OTHER CORRIDORS marked for
lzlu%wvemeut In the SEMCOG plan in-
clude: '
® Southfield Freeway and South-
field Road (M-39) from Alien Park to

pected to grow by approximately 20 Birmingha:

ot

1-94 carries trips to and from Metro-
politan rt in Romulus, the Rouge
steel complex, Fairlane Town Center,
downtown Detrolt, Wayne State Uni-
versity, tho cultural and medical com-
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® Telegraph Road in two sectlons —
Flat Rock I-896 In Southfield.
#® Woodward Avenue from 18 Mile
in Bloomfield Hllls to Pontlac.
® Orchard Lake Road from Farm-
ington Hills to Pontlac.
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©® Haggerty Road from Elght Mile |
to M-59 Ln Oakland County. H
IN OTHER highway business, a '
Michigan it of -
tion spokesman told SEMCOG dele- :
gates it would be too® H
make the Lodge freeway one-way lo- +
bound in the morning rush bour and
one-way outbound during the evenlng. .
There are too many chances for !
human error which could result in fatal
head-on collisions, sald Bob Adams, -
MDOT"s lialson with SEMCOG, .
In the $30 milllon project, the north- ¢
und lanes will be rebuilt in summer
of 1985 and the southbound lanes In
summer of 1988, . f
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