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Barn in Franklin. Each tree |s decorated on a particular theme such as
Victorian, folk art and country American, The Attic, located upstalrs in
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and willingness to mate, and manage to
stick topcther during the migration,
Muller-Schwarze  said. Five different
elands in the hoofs, hind legs, the tail and
under the cyes secrete scented fluids that
send out # varicty of signals.

Muller-Schwurze recently named and
described the fifth gland, the caudal gland
in the tait previously unknown to science,
The scents emitted by the caudal gland
permit reindeer cows to recognize their
calves and also help to atert the herd to
potentinl danger, he explained.

SECRETIONS FROM the gland in
their hind hoafs mark the migration route
for other reindecr. “Qur cxperiments show
that this sccretion is important for herd
coherence — that dispersed animals find
their way back to the group by sniffing for
foatprints,”

. Reindeer and caribou are members of o
single widcspread specics, Rangifer
tnrandus, Some 500 years of partial man.
agement in Scandinavin and Siberia have
left reindeer o semidomestic creature, o
bit smaller and lighter but with cssential-
ly the same physiology us the casibou that
compase the wild herds of Rangifer
tarendus found only in North America.

In 1892 reindeer from Siberin were
tn:nmplnn(od to the Scward Peninsula re.
&ion of Alaska in an effort to provide Eski:
mos with a new food source. Today

Alaskan reindecr number only around
30,000, some 25,000 near the Seward Pen.
insula, Beset by discase and parasites,
Alaska's herds also lose numbers when
some reindeer escape to wild caribou
herds. .

Alaska’s main cconomic benefit from
reindeer hns proved to be not meat and
hides, but antlers. Both sexes grow clabo-
rate, imposing-looking antlers each year.
Males noturally shed theirs after the fall
rut, or breeding season; pregnant cows
keep them through the spring calving sea.
so.

In Junc, when the antlers arc in “vel-
vet” — fully developed but not yet hard-
ened — Alaskans harvest them to sell to
Koreans and Chinese, who prize them a
aphrodisiacs and use them for medicina)
bases. Reindeer antlers have sold for as
much a $50 o pound.

Do Eskimos also believe antlers moke
them virile?

“During roundup, I used to see Eskimos
take the tip of the horn — nice, soft, and
juicy — and eat it. Thoscwold-time herders
had lots of children,"” recalled a herd mam.
ager near Notne.

The Saami, also known for large fami.
lies, refuse to cut the ontlers, but make
usc of the rest of the reindeer: the milk
and meat for food, the skins for tents,
bedding, clothing and shoes, and the natu.
rally shed antlers for carving native ob-
Jecta.
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