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Oak Hill
appeals
state’s

penalty

By Jean Adamczsk and
Joanne Maliszewski
slaff writers

Officlals of the Oak Hil Nursing
Home in Farmington are appeallng a
$500 fine Jevied against the facility by
the statc Department of Public Health
h: l()%wbcr for alleged patient rights
violal

Oak Hill offlclals face a Dec. 11
hearing in Lansing before Kathleen Op-
perwall, an attorney appointed by the
state to hear the case.

The (lne against Qak HIll, 34225
Grand River, remalns unpaid pending
outcome of thelr appeal, according to
Dr. Harvey Day, chief of the depart-
ment's Burcau of Health Facilities,

“We will present our evidence that
we did the prudent thing,” said Paul
Phelps, chief of the health depart-
ment’s Compliance, Audlting and
Scheduled Survetllance (CASS) section.
“I'm sure the nursing home wiil at-
tempt to refute what we say.”

Oak Hill owner Dr. Edwin C. Blum-
berg could not be reached for com-
ment.

CASS staff conducted an Investiga-
tlon of the complaint agalnst the nurs-
ing home last August, sald Oree
Bradshaw, a compliance supervlisor for
the state health department.

CASS was notified through anolber
agency who recelved information
about the incident from an anonymous
caller, Bradshaw sald,

‘The state’s complalnt said that a pa-
tlent received “inadequate and inap-
propriate” nursing carc. The charge
was based on the patient’s record.

The complaint contends that a
female resldent in a wheelchair fell
down a flight of stairs after opening an
emergency door, according to
Bradshaw. An emergency door is sup-
posed to sound an alarm notifying staff
it has been opened, Bradshaw sald.
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Mlchlgan art on dlspla y

“Wall Street Journal with Gray's Anatomy” is
the the title of the above slill-life oil painting by
John N 1t is part of a new exhibit featur-

Ing Michigan artists in the lobby of the Botsford
Inn, For profiles of the artists and photos of their

Please turn to Pege 7

work, please see Page 3A.
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By Jounne Mallszewskl
staff writer

Farmington Hills offfcials are
leary of anything that could lead to a
lawsuit.

The subject of lawsuits came up in

a discussion about a flagpole erected

by resident Tony Camlllert on a city-

“owned cul-de-sac on Caria Court in
Green Hill Woods subdivision,

Residents, led by Mary Wight,
asked the council last week to aliow
the 20-foot flagpole to remain, despite
one nelghbor's opposition. Council ap-
proval weuld be needed to allow the
pole to remaln on city property be-
cause it violates an ordinance,

City Manager Willlam Costick rec-
ommended approval as long as nelgh-
bors flew only the state or nationnl
flag.

THE COUNCIL approved the flag
pole on the condltion that elther the
flag pole owner or the neighborhood
aasociation indemnify the eity if it is
sued for ordinance violation or if the
flag pole caused damage,

“If T have to do thnt, l'll go ahead
and take the pole down,” Camilleri
told council before o vote was taken,

Bul ori's comments didn't
change council’s mind.

“I don’t think t's fafr to threaten
the ¢lty with another lawsult,” sald
Councilwoman Joan Dudley, who
raised the jiabitity issue,

City attorney Paul Blbeau affirmed

Dudley’s concerns, saylng the flag-
pole cxposes the city m liability be-

‘What you are worrying
about is not there. |
don't see this great big
danger we're imposing
on ourselves.’
=~ Joo Alkateab,
Hills’ councilman

Children coping

Pearce famlly growing older and wiser together

RANDY BORST/stalf photographer .
Randy Pearce cuddies his children, Brett (rear), Kristle {ieft) and Kimmle. The children sutfer from cystic fibrosle.

By Jaan Adamczak
staff writer

arminaton Gbserver
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Flagpole flap

Possible lawsuits
worry Hills officials

1 don’t think it's fair to
threaten the city with
another lawsuit,’

— Joan Dudlsy,
Hills’ councliwoman

cause [t i3 on public property.

“I would not be willlng to agree to
this without additional {nsurance cov-
erage for this,” Councllwoman Jodi
Soronen sald, “People don't besltate
to sue for real or imagined Infrac-
tions of our ordinance.”

COUNCILMAN JOE  Alkateeb,
who voted against the approval be-
cause of the stipulation, supported the
nelighbors.

“1 don't know why we are making a
mountaln out of a molchill,” Alkateeb
sald. He asked the councll not to
ﬁmkc it difficult for Camilleri to fly a

ag

“I would like to think . . . that we
{councll members) are somewhat re-
alistic. What you are worrying about
is not there, I don't sce this great big
danger we're imposing on oursclves.”

‘Tom Blasell, director of publlc ser-
vices, told councll the flagpole, a type
generally found on private propesrty,
did not pose a hazard for trafile. If a
car were to hit the pole, he sald, the
pole would {all over.

Councilman Terry Sever, however,
posed the possibillty of a child climb-
ing the pole and hurting himself, for
which the clty most likely would be
held llable,

ALKATEEB CONTINUED to crit-
lelze councll for trying to “slap a law
down.”

Alkateeb insisted members make a
subfective declslon on the flagpole.
QOtherwise, he sald, seven computer
terminals shoutd replace the council.

'We are here to be subjective with
them (resldents),” Alkateeb said,
“here to react with them, bere to be
:gd wlth them, here to be hoppy with

Dudley, however, was unmoved,
The council docsn't oppose the k‘lng—
pole or the residents, she sald.

“I don't think it's rnmng it bard, I
lhlnk it's only falr to other taxpay-

what’s inside

Hugs, kisses and playful laughter
arc abundant in Randy and Lynn
Pearce's Farmington home.

But 30 are the sounds of {nhalation
machines pumplng, and the thumping
of Brett, Kristie and Kimmle Pearce
dolng thelr “clapping.”

All three of the Pearce children
suffer from cystic fibrosls (CF), a
congenital which affects the
endocrine gllnd.v. such as the lungs,
liver and

"Clnppl.ng‘ 1: & form of therapy the
children do every day In order o 1oos-
en mucus that would otherwiso clog
the small bronchial tubes in the tungs,
or plug up the tiny ducts of the pan-

creas,

Persons with CF have mucus In
thelr chest 400 times thicker than
fealthy people.

“1 do my clapping every day,” says

g-year-old Brett, while danclng
around the living room.

The walls of the Pearce living
room are full of pictures of Brett, and
hla 8-year-old twin sisters, Kristle and .
Kimmie, posing with such celebrities
as Nancy Reagan, Tiger baseball

and Marty Castillo, and CF national
ch, Joan Rivers.

In Seplember, the Pearce family
‘was flown to Philadelphis to see M.
chael Jackson perform. The trip was
financed by the Philadelphia-based
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