Ready-to-use dough leaves time for the real fun

If you revel in all the fun of Christ-
mas baking projects but find time at a
premlum, (ry these ideas to indulge
your creatlve splrit. The decorated
creations go together qulckly, so you
cn:: prepare them in just a spare hour
or lwo.

‘The big timesaver is rendy-lo—sllce'

refrigerated cookle dough, elimlinating
the need to mix and rofl cookies. In-
stead you use your valuable time on the
{fun part — assembling and decorating,

Turn your imagination loose and de-
sign Minfature Cookle Houses {it for
the Sugar Plum Falry, Unlike most
traditional cookie house recipes, this
one doesn't require intricate rolling
and cutting dough shapes. You simply
sllee the refrigerated sugar cookle
dough, following the Instructions to
straighten edges of the dough clrcles
with a ruler,

To “bulld” the four-inch-tal} houses,
assemble the baked and cooled cockles
using decorator iclng. Use more icing
to add “snow" on the roofs, “landscap-
ing” and other decorative trim. Shiny
or brightly colored candles can add
more charming accents,

For an cven simpler project that
ynungslers wlll enjoy, too, make Holi-

Favors, turning the cookies Into
color{n! Christmas tree decorations or
cookle placccards.,

Before baking the cookie slices, you
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{ront door and glve guests an ornament
s a take-home favor.

The placecard ls made by tylng two
cookies together, so they stand, tent
{ashlon, to mark cach guest’s place at
the hollday table.

MINIATURE COOKIE HOUSES
17-0z. roll refrigerated ready-to-slice
sugar cookle dough
White and tinted decoratar's frosting®
Decorator tubes and tips
Candy-coated chocolate pleces,
caramels and decorator candles

side of each alice to stralghten edge.

To form hases: Ploce three slices,
sides touching, on ‘ungrensed cookle
sheet to form trlangle shape. Repeat
:n.h 9 more sllces to form three more

ases,

Bake at 350° for 9-11 minutes, or un-
til edges are golden brown, Uslng ruler,
immedlately restraighten edge of roof
pleces, and all edges of side pleces.
Coal 1 minute; remove to coallng rack.
Cool completely on rack before deco-
rating.

To form bouses: Use 4 side pleces, 1
base and 2 roof pleces for each house.
Plpe white frosting on one edge of one
slde pliece; stand piece on edge, {frosting
down, on base. Repeat with remalning
alde pieces joining at corners to form
an open cube, Allow to stand 15 to 20
minates for leing to set,

Generously plpe white [rosting on
top edges of two opposite side pleces.
Place roof pleces, straight edges to-
gether over frosted edges to form an A-
frame rool, Pipe additional white frost-
Ing at top where two straight edges of
roof pieces meet.

Repeat with remainlng pleces. De-
corate as deslred with tinted frosting
and candies. 4 cookic houses,

*DECORATOR'S FROSTING
In medium bowl, beat 2 egg whites

. Pluilc drinking straw or wooden
skewer
. Tinted decorator frosting
Decorater tubes and tips
36 (6-ioch) pleces of yarn M

Heat oven to 350°, Slice well-chilled
dough into 36 sllces, about ¥%-inch
thick, Place slices 2.Inches apart on un-
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greased cookle sheet.

Bake at !50' for 8-11 minutes or un-
til golden brown around edges. For or-
immediately use plastic
drinking straw to moke a small hole,
about % Inch from edge of cookle to
form hanger for ornaments. (For place-
cards, make two holes, % inch apart,

minute; remove to coounx rack. Cool
completely before decoral

For ornaments, thread one plece of
yarn through hole aod tie. (For place-
cards, use two pleces of yarn. Tie two
cookles together loosely by threading
yarn through boles) Decorate as de.
alred. 36 cookle ornaments or 18 cookie
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close to edge of each cookle. Cool 1  placecards.
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e Heat oven to 350°F. Slice well <
use a plastic drinking straw ‘g Ut chilled dough Into 36 slices about %- ::lllh p‘znﬁ“‘,‘m" Forny gf,:‘ pr:’,::d:‘:ﬂ e
one or two holes in each slice, depend-  |nopshiek sugar beat 5 minutes or unti) sUfE Er:
ing upon your use. After the cookies pororny gides: Place 16 sllces on un- peaks form. Add 1 additional cup powd- =
have baked and cooled, use colored lc- greased cookle sheets; allow to soften  grog sugar; beat 5 minutes longer until <t
ing and candies to create holiday de- allghtly. Using ruler or other Sturdy yery stiff, Keep frosting covered with kﬁ
signs or to wrlte names for placecards  qay yiensil, gently push In sides of 18 damp paper towels. 1% cups. =
urls‘i';c;l;:g‘r:v.{:zso?ﬁrend colored yarn sllces to form 16 squarcs, A HOLIDAY FAVORS ~ B E
through the hole on_cach decorated onﬁ.éﬁgeﬁ;‘,ﬂm&?m«g: e.::: 17-02. roll refrigerated ready-to-slice  These cookio houses are easy to make when you eliminate a lot of the work by using refrigerated —_
cookle and hang on a tree branch. You  gjuu4ly Using ruler, gently push n one  sugar coakie dough cookie dough., -
can sct up a minlature tree by your . =
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