By Brad Emons
and Chrls McCoaky
stalf writers

:The second year of the Western
Lukes Actlvities Assoctation (WLAA)
boys basketball playoffs produced a
:grprbe winner, Plymouth Canton, and
a’surprise finallst, Livonia Churchill.

! Plymouth Salem, the team with the
beat overall record last year In the two-
divisional set-up, was knocked off by
both teams ~ Canton during the regu-
lar season and Churchill in the playofis.

8o 1t was no fluke to see those two
teams in the finals. .

The team with the best overall talent
last scason, Livonla Stevenson, never
got it together, The Spartans are big
and have experience again, but
whether they come to play every night
1s anather story.

Stevenson should be battling it out
with Walled Lake Central and Salem
for (he Lakes Division crown, while the
Western- Division appears to be a toss-
up between Canton and Farmington
Harrison, But don’t count out North-
ville, Churchill, Walled Lake Western.
Those teams cannot be far behind.

Here [s a pre-season look at the Ob-
serverland schoola in the WLAA.

LIVONIA STEVENSON

The Spartans return a good nucleus
of players, the top loss belng leading
scorer Tom Domako, a 8-foot-7 swing-
man who went on to Montana State.

Veteran coach George Van Wagoner
hopes thls year's team will play more
like a team after last year's dlsappoint.
ing 16-8 overall record.

*We'll have better team play — both
offensively and defensively,” he sald.

The leading returnce ls 6-6 senlor
forward Bob Sluka, the team’s top re-
bounder who also averaged 13 points
per game en route to second team All-

Who will it be?

Western Lakes basketball outlook a tossup

dash to the WLAA playolf {Inal before
losing to Canton,

Four startera are gone, including
Steve Juodawlkis and John Grzybek,
sccond and third team AR-Observer
plcks, respectively.

“It's a rebullding year, even though
looking at the Jeague, there are no

dominating plagers,” said Churchill

{lfth-year coach Don Albertson. “We
won't be able to post down by the low
post. We'll fast break and press.”

‘The lone returning starter 1 8-0 for-
ward Scott Hille, a mid-year transfer
who solldified the Chargers’ lineup. In
nine games he averaged 12.6 polnts and
shot 47 percent from the floor,

But Hille won't be for the

to work for everything we get.”

The schpdule makers did not do
Bentley any favora, The Bulldogs gpen
the season Friday at Dearborn Helghts
Robichaud, one of the top Class B
teams In the state.

PLYMOUTH CANTON

‘The Chlefs enjoyed one of thelr finest
campalgns, golng 16-8 a year ago and
winning the league champlonship,

But, four of the five starters off last
year's team, Including Mark Bennett
and Gary Thomas, have graduated.

‘What's left are three solid players off

the 1984-85 team and a host of promis-
|

Chargers' first three games because he
has been suspended for school disclpli-
nary reasons.

Hoping to pick up the slack in his ab-
sence Is Mike Hermanson, a 8-4 senior

-and gfart-time starter last year.

Albertson also sald that 6-0 senior
forward Mike Meehan will start. -

The other spots are open with JV
graduates Andy Oliver and Mickey
Katschor, both 6 feet, vying atl guard.
Other possivle starters include flrat-
year leaper Ken Gendjar (8-0), junlor
Kevin Yost (6-0), senfor Dave Andrus
(6-1), and senior co-captain Mike Scl-
clusa (8-2), Also vying for time arc
Mait Ahearn, Ken Sliwka, Don Olds and
Bentley transfer Jason Landry.

LIVONIA BENTLEY

Second-year coach Tom Nieml will
see out the {lnal basketball team ever
to go through the doors of Bentley (the
school will close in June).

Although the Bulldogs struggled
through the regular season, they caught
fire In post-scason play, winning the
Churchlll Dlistrict by upsetting Steven-
son and reaching the reglonal final be-
fore losing to Detrolt Henry Ford.

8

“We arc cautlously optimistic,” sald
head coach Dave Van Wagoner, last
year's Observerland Coach of the Year.
“With only two players with experience
back, It may take some time for us to
Jell, . . But, if we can play an up-tem-
po game and hold our own on the glass,
we will be right there battling for the
Western Division title.”

Jim Schiicker, a tremendous [enper,
will be counted on to pick up the scor-
ing slack. Kevin Hawkins, Canton's
sixth man last year, s a strong inside
player despite his 8-foot-1 frame.

Those two, along with scolor guard
Brent Stack, will captaln the Chlefs.

Van Wagoner is high on junlor point
guard Jocl Mies. Mles transfered in
from Illinols and is solid playmaking
guard. Another surprisc has been Dave
Knapp. An All-Arex football player,
Knapp is playing basketball for the
first time since cighth grade, but Van
‘Wagoner is consldering him as a start-
ing forward,

Like )ast year, Canton ls small. But,
also like last year, they are quick and
aggressive. They wlll play a menaclng
defense and run the fastbreak as often

PLYMOUTH SALEM

The blg news here, obvlously, is that
Fred Thomann i no longer the head
coach.

‘Thomann resigned after taking the
Rocks to a 204 season and a district
championship last year.

Bob Brodle, a longtime assistant at
Salera, will replace Thomann.

Salem, despite heavy graduation
Josses — natably Erich Hartnett, Rick
Berberet and Jeff Arnold — should be
as up among the WLAA leaders as usu-

al

Senlots Mike White (6-0 guard-for-
ward), LeScan Haygood (8- post play-
er) and Erle Sovine (5-11 guard) will
trigger the Rpck attack.

The Rocks aro fast. They will run as
much as possible. And, like the Salem
teams of the past, they will center thelr
game on tough defense.

“We will be competitive in both the
division and league race, but I'm alsoa

“hit cautfous because of our lack of var-

sity experience,” Brodie sald.

Newcomers cxpected to play key
roles for Salem are Paul Makara (jun-
{or guard), Steve Potoczak (senor for-
ward), Steve Sobdltch (senlor guard),
Mike Hale (sophomore forward), Bryan
Waldron (junior guard) and Bryan
Karas (sophomore guard).

FARMINGTON HARRISON

Mike Teachman may have the most
improved team In the league.

“The senlor leadership is right,” the
clght-year veteran coach said. “If we
come together -as a team, we could be
in the thiek of the race for the Western
Divislon.”

The reason for his optimism is slm-
ple. Senlors John Miller (6-2 swing
man) and Vince Enright (6-4 forward)
return along with Mike Dempsey (6-7
senlor center) and Ken Hixon (senior
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Stevenson's top returnees are M

" DANDEAN/stat photographe
att Burdiss (far left) and Bob Slu-

ka {fsr right}. The two Spartans, standing 6-foot-4 and 6-foot-6

respectively, should form a formi

Teachman Is also very high on junfor
polnt guard Ken George. George will
replace the graduated Brian Hickey as
the team's floor gencral. And Teach-
man says the junlor has All-Area poten-
tla),

o).

QOthers expected to contribute are
George Sarcevich (6-4 scnior) and Will
Lund {6-2 junjor).

“Our goal is to play on Saturday,
March 2, (WLAA league champlonship
game),” Teachman said. “To do thls we
must stay injury {ree and cut down on
turmovers.”

FARMINGTON

The Falcons have struggled in recent
years, but there are signs that they

dable front line.

Conch Richard Roy may floar one of
the flnest backcourts in the conference.
Junlor Bruce Kratt and senlors
Dwayne Kratt and Bruce Kelsey are
quick and strong.

In the froat court, Roy has falr slze.
Senlor Matt Lundh Is 6-6 and junior
Kyte Mutz Is 6-4. Add seniors Bil Rob-
inson (8-1), Greg Feenstra (6-1) and Bri-
an Looser (6-2) =~ all of whom started
at one point last year — and you can
see that Farmington won't be the push-
over it has been of late.

“We have good depth,” Roy said, “es-
peclally at guard. And we should bave
fair speed. Our shootlng has to get bet-
ter.”

Roy said he figured his team to flnish
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