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Salem,
Mercy
go again

By Chris McCosky
staff writer

Do you get the feeling that the girls
basketball post-season madness could
be titled, “Same Time Next Year"?

Afterall, Plymouth Salem defeated
Trenton In one reglonal tournament —
just tike last year.

Farmington Hills Mercy knocked off
Detroit Murray-Wright in the other re-
gional tournament — just llke last

ear.

And, just like last year, Mercy and
Salem will gather at Southfield High
School Wednesday and battle in the

for a trip to K.

Now, If you are Salem coach Fred
Thomann, you're hoping all this Same
Tlme Next Year stuff ends, pronio. Be-
cause last year at this time, his Salem
team got beat by Merey 37-25.

“HOPEFULLY, WE will exccute
better than we did last year,” Thomann
sald, “The key to the game, [ think, witl
be how well we're able to defend
against thelr inslde game. Amy (De-
Mattlo) and Mary (Rosowski) arc so
strong. And they get good balance from
thelr wing players and Annette (Ruggi-
ero) can penetrate and create 8o much
— It's really a tough match-up for us.

“But, the key is, we can't let Ro-
sowskl and DeMattia get 30 rebounds
between them (the duo pulled in 28
against Murray-Wright). If they do, we
won't have a chance.”

There aren't llkely to be many sur-
prises pulled Wednesday.

“We're very acquainted with Salem,”
sald Mercy coach Larry Baker. *We've
been followlng them since the Livonia
Stevenson game. We've followed them
through thelr ups and downa.

*“We know they will throw a very op-
pressive man-to-man defense on us.
The key could very well be how well

e
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Sue Scott {15) takes an elbow from Murray-Wright's Angle Mid-
dlelon In Mercy's regional championshlp win Friday night. Amy
=

Piease turn ta Pago 2

Michele McKenzie

Sheila Taormina

ia is the Mariin in the background.

.. Nesvton.

'Nette 1 for Mercy

Ruggiero foils Pilots’ upset bid

By Chris McCoaky
slaff writer

It was just as Mercy assistant
toach Mike King had envisloned. It
was just as senlor Annette Ruggiero
practiced It Tuesday. It was a dra-
matic and beautiful way to close out a
dramatic and
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Farmington Hills Mercy tralled
Detrolt Murray-Wright 48-47 with
Just 12 seconds left to play Friday
night in the Class A reglonal cham-
pionshlp at Livonla Bentley.

Murray-Wright's Angie Middleton
was at the free throw line with a
chance to bury the Marlins.

It was a situation that the Merey
brain trust had thought about very,
very often slnce that night at U-D
High when Mercy lost to Bishop Gal-
lagher in the Catholic League
playoffs.

Earller in the scason, coach Larry
Baker and assistants King and Jim
McKee traveled to East Lansing to
attend a basketball cllnic put on by
Vanderbilt Unlversity coach C.M.

At that scminar, they
learned how to deal with the sltuatlon
that was presented them Friday.

THE MARLINS practiced what
they call thelr “quickie" play — a
play devised by King — night after
nlght, Last Tuesday, on the {lnal play
of practlee, Ruggiero canned the win-
ning shot.

Guess what?

Mlddlcwn missed ber free throw.

ry Rosowskl grabbed the rebound.
Ehc dl:hed off to Amy DeMattla who
got It across the time line to Ruggl-
ero,

Ruggiero bad Sue Scott in one cor-
ner and Terrl Ford in the other — just
as King had dlngramcd They weren't
necessary this th

With 7 secunds Ieft, Rugglero
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snaked her way through three Pilot
defenders.

With 3 seconds left, Ruggiero,
poised as ever, tet go a 17-footer from
the Jeft of the free throw line.

Wll.h 2 seconds left, this sound was

eard: Twish.

Flunl score, Mercy 49-43.

“I knew there was 12 scconds lelt
when she (Middleton) was at the free
throw lne,” Rugglero sald. *That's
the last time I knew. I had a feeling it
was under 10 when I got the ball. I
wanted to get the shot off early
enough 50 we could get a rebound.”

Agaln, not necessary.

HER HEROICS camed Mercy its
10th reglonal crows, more than any
other Class A team. The Marlins bave
won clght regionals under head coach
Larry Baker, including the last five in

A TOwW.

They will take on Plymouth Salem
{21-4) 1n the quarterfinals Wednesday
night at Southfleld.

After the game, Baker gave Ruggl-
ero 2 victory ride across the gym on
his shouldera, but moments earlier he
was contemnplating what he might say
1f the Rugglero’s ahot had not gone In.

“Had we lost, I was all set to say
that when you miss free s and
you miss layups, you've got no one to
blame but yourselves,” be sald,

Mercy missed a pair of 1.and-1 foul
shot apponunlus in the flnal 2 min-
utes and a sfew of layupa throughout
the game,

Mercy led £4-38 with 3:48 left to
phy But the Pllots, led by lupebtnl-
ent Margaret Jackson, scored
next 6 polnts to tle it up, 44-44, wlt.h
1:31 left,

Jackson and Terri Ford then traded
hoops and with $2 seconds left, Jack-
son fouled out. Before dolng so, she
scored a game-high 2% polnts.

“Jackson was Just a nightmare for
us,” Baker sald. “We dldn’t even begin
to shut her down.”

ROSOWSKI, WEQ won ber person-
al battle with Middleton, hit 1 of 2
free throws to put Mercy up 47-48.

Rosowski scored 18 polnts and
grabbed 15 rebounds on the night.
Middleton scored 7 polnts and grab-
bed 7 rebounds.

With 41 seconds left, Murray-
Wright's Carol Smith put up an oft-
balance 14-footer that rolled in and
the Pllot bench erupted in euphoria.

It turned out, however, to be their
Inst laugh.

Amy DeMattla's cuutrlhutlou
should be noted and und
played a very phyllcal and dlecﬂv:
game underneath, She pulled down 13
rebounds, hdplng the Marlins com-
pletely dominate the glaas at both

ends. She also scored a key bucket in
!.hu fourth quarter,

Ford added 14 points for Mercy.
Rugglero scored § points and dished
out 10 asslsts,

Smith scored 11 for the Pllots,

Mercy will take a 20-2 record into
the quarterfinals Wednesday.

Area team unites 2 powers

By Chria McCasky
staff writer

INTRODUCING THE 1984 All

Livonia Stevenson-| Noru: arm-
Ington girls swim
Well, not exnclly, but you get
the picture.
The 1954 All-Area girls swim team,
selected by Observerland coaches, is
and

Colleen Carey
N. Farmington

Jennlfer Rowe

Mary Schoenle

by North
swimmers, and for quite a good reasoa.
The two tcams dominaled the Ob-
serverland swim scene this season and
had lofty state rankings.

Stevenson, ranked No. 1 in both the
area and the state for much of the sea-
son, placed sccond a week ago at the
state meet. North Farmington, ranked
No. 2 in Observerland and No. 9 In the
state, placed stxth at state.

Consequently, 13 of the 17 All-Arca
swimmers were feom the two schools.
Nine of the swimmers achleved All-
Arca status a year ago.

This is a nfce squad, meet them:

FIRST TEAM

Michele McKenzie, Stevenson, 200
freestyle: McKenzie was the only fresh-
man competitor in this event at. the
state meet and she placed sixth with a
swift 1:57.25 clocking. She also took a
seventh in the 500 freestyle (5:11.71),
She was the Western Lakes champlon
In both the 200 and 500.

Sherrle Sadek, Stevenson, 200 Lodi-
vidual medley: This effervescent junior
is our lonc state champlon. Her 2:08.51
made her best of the best in the IM. She
also placed fourth In the state in the
100 backatroke (59.98). She was the
Western Lakes backstroke champ as
well. Ironleally, she took third in the
IM st the league mect, {inishing behind
a palr of Stevenson teammates.

all-area swimming

Marge Cramer, N. Farmington, 50
freestyle: Just a sophomore, Cramer
helped North's freestyle relay team to
a sixth-place finish at the state meet.
She also placed 10th in the 100 frec
(54.70). Her best 50 free time, 25.3,
earned her firat place in the Northwest
Suburban League.

Katle Maclntosh, Farmington, div-
Ing: It was an up and down season for
this multi-talented senlor, For the first
time In two years, she dld not win the
Western Lakes dlving competition. But,
she finished strong placiog 10th in the
state, just 7 polnts out of fifth place,
Her highest dual meet total this year
was 248.5, by far the best in the area
and uI-‘unnlngInn High record

Sheila Taormina, Suvuuou. 100 bot-
terfly: “She's like a wound-up col),”
says Stevenson coach Lols McDonald of
her super sophomore. “She has endless
energy.” Taormina was the second best
butterflyer in the state with a 58.30.
She also placed third In the IM (2:09.0).
As McDonald said, “She s a natural
talent and has a lot of class, win or
lose.”

Colleen Carey, N. Farmington, 100
!reﬁstyle' 1t I8 sald of swimmers, espe-
cial

freestyle: Raider coach Pat Duthle
says of this sophomore, “The farther
she swims the faster she swims.” And
he's right. She's good In the 200 free
{seventh in the state, 1:57.45), great in
the 500 {third in state, 5:02.85) and she
would be unbeatable in the 1,000 — the
problem belng of course, there’s no
such event as the 1,000 freestyle.

Kathy van, Stevenson, 100 back.
stroke: There is something to be sald
for hard work and this junior knows all
about it. Perhaps not as gifted In terms
of raw talent as some of her team-
mates, Sullivan worked to reach and
even surpass their level. She placed
10th in the backatroke with a 1:03.3 and
12th In the IM.

Mary Schoenle, Stevenson, 100
breaststroke: This is another semlor
that dldn't “peak out™ in her younger
years. Sho tock a palr of seconds at the
state meet, 1:06.5 In the breastatroke
and 5§2.2 in the 100 free, She is being
heavily recrulted by major college
swim teams nationwide.

AT LARGE

Glanle Johoson, Plymouth Canton:
Johnson burst upon the state swim

glrl (oo

lnlended). that they reach thelr peak by
the time they are sophomores and jun-
lors. This personable young lady
proved that wrong, In her sealor year
she placed fifth In the state in the 160
(54.09) and ninth in the IM (2:12.20). For
four years she has been one of the main
reasons for North's success.

Jennlfer Rowe, N. Farmington, 500

scene asa placing fourth in
the butterfly. She has continued her
stateclass pace for three seasona. This
scason she placed seventh in the fly
with 8 59.88.

Juoil Quinlan, Stevenson: This versa-
tile Junlor placed ninth i the 200 {ree
and swam on the eighth place 400 free

y team, Teams do not place second
in the state without depth, and Quinlan

helped provide that element for Ste-

venson.
Suzle Enipper, Farmington Hills
Mercy: M boasts one of the best

ercy

dual meet squads in the state (they ha-
ven't Jost a dual meet in 21 years) and
Knipper ia one of the driving forces, At
the state meet she placed 11th in the
backstroke {1:03.28) and belped Mer-
cyn'lumn‘:edley relay team to a 10th place
il

Kristal Taylor, Plymouth Salenu
This junlor has awned the 100 freestyle
event In the Western Lakes the past
two seasons, and that's quite a feat con-
aldering that Stevenson's Schoenle is in
the Western Lakes. Taylor holds three
varsity records at Salem and sbe
placed 13th at the state in the 100
{55:08).

Calhy Stafford, Stevensoa: In only
her second year of diving, thls sopho-
more 18 polsed to take over for Katle
Maclntosh as the area’s queen of dlv-
ing. She, in fact, beat Maclntosh at the
Western Lakes meet this season. She
placed one notch behind the Farming-
ton senfor (11th) at the state meet.

RELAY EVENTS

Sherrie Sudek, Mary Schocnle, Shiela
Taormina and Maureen Sadek, Steven-

the only lwlmmer not previcusly men-
tioned, swam on both Stevenson relays
and is another of thoss crucial versatile

swimmers who add depth to the team.
Marge Cramer, Jill Meneilley, Ciady
Cramer and Colleen , N. Farm-
hnu 400 freestyle relay: What & nice
this has been for North. They
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