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PRAISE BE that Amecrican gov-
ernment does so much to protect
our freedom of religion. It seems
odd that some among us want gov-
ernment actually to promaote one
religlon or another as well.

But the sad
fact is that each
Christmas sea-
son one unit of
government or
another finds it-
self In a need-
less controversy
over attempts

Tim lo use tax dol-
Richard lars to favor one

group over an-
other,

CONSIDER WHAT government
already does for religion:

@ Churches are tax-exempt.

o Our contributions to churches
reduce our taxable incomes.

® Local governments will fight
taking of taxable property f{or such
tax-exempt use as stale prisons
and mental institutions, but you al-
most never hear of a local govern-
ment trylng to zone out a church.
Local governments generally wel-
come churches,

® In America, churches are free
to set up schools — and have done
so quite successfully. Locally, onc
sectarian college, Madonna, has
been successful in competing for
federal grants to teach certain pro-
grams. On the other hand, many
so-called “developing™ nations
have a total state monopoly over
education. There are only govern-
ment schools.

@ Do you ever read of movle
stars in European nations going
through two wedding ceremonies
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Nativity display such as this.

— one in church, the other in city
hall? The government doesn'l rec-
ognize the religious ceremony. But
in America, government recognizes
and honors wedding ceremonies
performed by the clergy.

® Many nations have constitu-
tional [reedom of religion — on pa-
ner. But try to get rationed building
taaterials for a church edifice; try
to get access to a press to print
tracts or Bibles; try to set up a
non-governmental TV station; try
to get radio time to broadcast your
religious service to shut-ins or the
curious,

@ The Michigan Constitution
contains a positive protection of
our freedom to practice our relig-
ions: “Nor shall any person be de-
nied the enjoyment of his civil or
political rights or be discriminated
against in the exercise thereof be-
cause of religion, race, color or
national origin. The legislature
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A tederal judge has ruled that a municipality can not put up a

shall implement this sectlon by ap-
propriate legislation.” (Art. I, sec.
)

YOU HEAR a lot about “separa-
tion of church and state.” That isn't
«public policy In the U.S. Again let
us refer to that wonderful Michigan
Constitution:

“Every person shall be at liberty
to worship God according to the
dictates of his own conscience. No
person shall be pelled to at-

Bisplay controversy shouldn’t be

were president, how would you
rule on the Christmas-Eve-off
issue for Federal employees?
Followlng are the rcsponses:
[

religion.

“No money shall be appropriated
or drawn from the treasury for the
benefit of any religious sect or so-
clety, theological or religious sem-
inary; nor shall property belonging
to the state be appropriated for any
such purpose.

“The civil and polltical rights,
privileges and capacities of no per-
son shall be diminlshed or enlarged
on account of his religious beliel.,”
(Art. I, sec. 2)

WOW! THAT'S strong language. '3
And it’s right on page one.

Boiled down, it means govern-
ment must pratect our religious
freedom but may not use the power .
of the purse to promote one sect.

But to some politicians, the Con-

. stitution doesn’t count; votes do.
And there are more votes in using
government funds to set up Nativl-
ty scenes or St. Nicholas displays
than In paying attention to a law
which the people voted on but
sometimes forget about.

Mysell, 1 would feel funny asking
Jews, Muslims, Unltarlans, Bud-
dhists and just plain non-believers
to pay taxes to support a govern- T e
mental Nativity scene. And I would
certainly squawk at the govern-
ment's spending money on 2 dreydl

thg top which the

Yes, 1 can understand both
sldes of the coin but I do belleve
Christmas should be a time ev-
erybody could be home and en-
joy M. There are many other
holldays they could delve into
such as blrthdays, assassination
days, civil rights days, but
Christmas i3 a tradition they are
still trying to hold onto despite
all odds.

1 would make them work.

If they work for the govern-
ment, the government offices
should be open just like normal
businesses are. And there should
be no dilferential. There is all
kinds of religious beliefs in the
Federal government as far as
the employees go and we should
not have any one religion over
another.,

1 think sure, let them work. I
have to work on Christmas Eve

tend, or, against his comsent, lo
contribute to the crection or sup-
port of any place of religious wor-
ship, or to pay tithes, taxes or any
other rates for the support of any
minister of the gospel or teacher of

50 why shouldn't they?

Jewlsh festival of Hanukkah), a

Opinions are mixed
on Christmas Eve off

Make them work on Christ-
mas Eve. I have been working
on Christmas eve for 15 years
s0, so can they.

Give them Christmas Eve off.

Let them work until 5 o’clock
Christmas Eve.

1 say let them all work —
even Reagan — and then it s
OK for the federal employees to
work and T am not a Federal
employee and I never have been.

The federal employees should
work on Christmas Eve. They
are paid a very large salary.
That is my opinion and the Pres-
ident is right.

Of course they should work.
The rest of us in the private sec-
tor have to work and federal
government employces’ benefits
far surpass anything in the pri-
vate sector. Would your boss
glve you Monday off out of the
goodness of his heart and pay
you for not working? It is the
same thing.

Buddhist shrine or any non-Chris-
tian display.

Those of us who enjoy the Nativ-
ity scene can enjoy them at arca
churches rather than city halls.
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4] Boys feel super...
while keeping snug and

Santa Needs Your Help!

Help Santa Bring Christmas Joy
to Thousands of Needy Children...
through Toys for Tots!

You'll get FREE INSTALLATION of Cable TV for donating a toy!

warm, in Superman® knlis
Complete with detachable
red cape and bright logo,
these cozy blue comic
strip PJ's make bedkme...
funtime. Designed for
warmth and safety,
of flome retardant

Just bring a new toy into MetroVision, and we'll install great entertainment in
your home FREE! Your holidays will be brighter too, with the choice, value, and
convenience that only cable TV offers.

The toy need not be expensive, simply something you would give your own
child. You'll become an Honorary EIf and help the needy children this Christmas.
And treat yourself too, with free instaltation of cable TV.

Bring us a toy by December 21 or call
553-7300, and make plans to help Santa

polyester stretch knit, this Christmas!
Sizes 4-7, $17.
MetroVision of Oakland County
L/ IMond  ond DC Comies Inc. 1044 37635 Enterprise Court

Farmington Hills, MI 48018
Phone: 553-7300

Jacobson’s

Children's Store, Birmingham

MetroVision,

Offer ends Friday, Decembet 21, 1984, Good for new & eddiional
services onty. Avollsbie (nexisting service areas only.

We welcome Jacobson's Charge Card or The American Express? Card.

CONVENIENT HOLIDAY HOURS. OPEN MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY UNTIL 6.
' v Shop Satutday until 6..... '




