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Computers change
drafting methods

some and sald we'd

" tem, there'll be a lot of similarities,
There’s a great deal of carry over,”

Dcan, who studled computer drafting
at Milwaukee Arca Technlcal College
last summer, hopes to teach a apeclal-
fzed course called Computer Draiting
at North next scmester. There's a need
for such a course, he sald.

"“From time to tlme I recelve infor-
matlon about carcera In the '80s,” Dean
sald, “and I always read It to every
class I had. One of the carcers they talk
about is computer-aided graphlcs.

“It {the information) sald that com-
puters will be replacing the T-squares
and things In drafting. But you still
have to start them (students) off with a
MNttle bit of basle drafting, and I don't
know If they can do that on the comput-
er.”

DRAFTING STUDENTS “have re-
sponded very posltlvely,” according to
Beaumunk.

“In fact, we went to (North's) com-

puter classes where the students learn

teach them some applicatlons in com-
puter design work,” he sald. “A good
many of these klds responded, 100,

Jeft Kinvllle, & North Farmington
Junlor and a promising drafting stu-
dent, sald he enjoyed the new equip-
ment.

“It's a great experience if you're
planning a career In englneering,” said
Kinvllle, who will work for Kirk Engl-
necring as a co-op student next semes-
ter.

The system, although efficient, [sn't
cheap. The terminals and graphlcs tab-
lets run about $1,900 cach, and the
plotter costs §1,900. The computer pro-
gram cost around $100,000, Beawmunk
sald.

Dean said that someday he hopes to
have some state-of-the-art equipment
which prints three-diminslonal draw-
ings and costs $18,000. But right now
he's satlsfied with what he has,

“It takes the students from the very
beginning and bullds their confldence
In bott themselves and the computer,”
he sald.

Jett Kinville works n; the compuler station in the drafting r;dm at ﬁuriﬁ Farmington High School.
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ENJOY CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING
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Design Possibilities
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B imagination . . .
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