By Richard Lech
slaff writor

For six developmentally disabled

adulu. it was a major break with the

Mlcr Hving all or most of their llves
with thelr parents, they were moving
out. On Nov. 12, the four women and
two men took up resldence at Redford
Opportunity House (ROH), a new group
m:]nc on Beech Paly just north of Six

“In the first couple of days, a couple
of the clients were a little bit
homeslck,” home administrator Larry
Schmidt sald. “But now they really en-
oy the move.

“A few were looking forward to It
because they knew they were moving
away from mom and dad, sort of like
going away to college, that sort of feel-

“In some ways it's tougher on the
families, who've had thelr son or
daughter at home for years and years,"

sald Gary Wheeler, director
of the Community Opportunity Center
(COC}), a non-profit corparation that op-
crates that home and two others.

THE HOME was financed through a
Michigan State Housing Department
Authority (MSHDA)} mertgage, Opera-
ting costs are pald for through ths resl-
dents’ Soclal Security, Department of
Mental Health or MSHDA payments,
pluls $50 a day per client in ntule mon-

1t cost $138,000, Wheeler sald, which
Includea the expense of making the
home barrier free to comply with fed.
cral regulations, For instance, the
home has extra-wide hallways, special
ramps, handicapper bars in the bath-
rooms and a celling of double-thick
drywall for fire protection. Qne of the
residents is wheelchair-bound,

The home is part of a continuum
withln the COC program, Schmidt said.
ROH (s at one end of the continuum,
and a new apartment complex for the

dlsnbled in Garden
Clty, expected to be completed in the
spring, will be at the other end. In be-
tween are COC's two other group
homes, the Plymouth and Livonla op-
portunity houses,

The ROH residents don't have as
many “everyday life skills” as the resl-
dents of the Plymouth and Livonta
homes, Schmidt sald. The idea/ls that
they will perfect such skills as personal
hyglene and belng able to work Inde-
pendently so they can go on to the In-
terim homes or perhaps stralght to the
semi-independent living of the apart.
ment complex.

“Our overall goal is to pmvlde I.he
least restrictive
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Schmidt uld. “They all came from
their homes, where their parcats had a
tendency to do more for them.”

The residents have specific {ndividu-
al goals they are working on, They are
learning to do thelr own laundry and
some of thelr own cooking. A chart on
the refrigerator spells out the house-
hold chores cach is responsible for in a
glven week, such as taking out the gar-
bage and sweeplux the floor, wiping the
tables and countertops, or washing the
pots and pans and putting the food

away. .

During the doy, flve of the residents
go to a sheltered workshop, the North-
w&l! Workshop of the Wayne County

for the where

Group home offers a break with the past | *

ble for them and to move l.hcm to mum
of an Independent-living cnvlronment
when they’re rendy,” Schmidt sal

THE ROH resldents range lu age
from 20 to $8. All have been living at
home with thelr parents, although one
has spent some time In an institution.

“They all need dlrection right now,”

they do minor assembly and factory
work and some academle work,

‘The resldents also participate In out-
zldu activitles :luch asd ‘i:,“ﬁue classes,

ances, swimming and bowling. -

“We have trled to provide as many A 8roup home enjoys a
activities as possible, and 1t's good Whe shares with another resident. o3
therapy,” Schmidt said. . N
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New-tawn dilemmas fade after o
WELCOME WAGON call,

As your Hostess, It's my Job to help you
make the most of your new nelghbors
hood. Our shopping areas. Community
opportunitles. Special attractions. Lots of
facts to save you time and money. Plus a
basket of gifts for your family. 'l be
listening tor your call.

A emiln.
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SENIORS PROGRAM AIDE — Patlent, malling ist. Time ﬂcxlhle‘
caring, understanding Indlvidual, over 21,
Is needed by the Southfield Adutt Day Cen-
ter to listen to and converse with elderly
and assist with letter-wrlting, crafts, lunch,
e¢te. Tues. and Fri, 2 (0 4:30 p.m.

the workplace. Time !Iexlble, weekdays, I
nsurance & Estate Appraisers

Original Custom Designing by
Award Winning Jewelry Designers

,
N The Most Thoughtful of All Gifts for ed/udm

he Orschld Basket. Those aron't Just flowors. They're an exatle
grouping of flve big, colarful blossoms on a bed of moss with
baby's breath and oucalyptus. Theso blossoms wilt last 2 to 3 waoks.

Downtown Birmingham 540-4622

ROLE MODEL - Qakland Count!
akland County Renaissance Cir,, Detroit 259-6922

Youth Asslstance needs many volunteers to
serve as role models and work with youth
on one-to-onc basis. Should be at least 19.
WHE supervise, listen to and become a
{rlend of a child. Time {lexIble, but two to
{four hours per week. Also needed Is a vol-
unteer to become a worklng member of a

Eujoy thru Christmas and into the Now Year. Tho lmparted 10” baskot is
hand-wovon and can be usod ovor and ovor again. $38.25 Incl. shipping.

Wo ship to arrive nutionwidn In 2 days
Orehid Plants and GIfvs in our catalog
Phono and Charge to VISA, MC er AMEX
onlyat...
> ,ﬂ‘ , {313) 546-0662
%| i/ or 1-800-423-2806
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AT GORMAN"S
GALLERY
353-9880

'—‘GREENSTONESF—

) g Z f Creators of fine [ewelry for over 55 years' .

Special Holiday Hours

356-7720

Monday thru Friday
9:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m,

Jacquard
na weekly

45-minute program of parent-child sharing.

Kids 3 months-4 years, Moms & Dads too!

Winter classes begin soon.

Sacurdays, until 5:30 p.m.

DERKLEY FARMINGTON HILLS 528 N, Woodward « Bh‘nin;hun +4 Blocks N, of anle
& WARREN & LivONIA 42-2630» Major Crediy Caids dbe Welcae - Reg.$38
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These beautiful jocquard blouses ore Just
what Santa ordered for party-going or
Chrstmas gift-giving. We're showing Just
2 of a bounty of styles and colors that
will make you lock your prettiest this
holiday season. Sizes 5-M-L

QUALITY
At “Off” Prices!

It hdppena all the time at Masons,

Per lmpb you've never shupped us before,
But, you're curious. So, throwing caution
to the winds — you come in, You see
other women of impeccable taste
shopping here. You've been all

over town looking for that

special “something”. No luck!

Then, you find it here at Masons.

it's perfect! And the price is
almost HALF OFF! It happens

every day at Masons, Will it

happen to you today? Find but.

Even Millionaires
Love A “Real” Bargain!

2Masons

Hand-Made Costume Jeweiy » Distinctive Appare! = Fine Leather Accessories » Handbegs .

* Troy's Sunset Plasa (E. Long Lake Rd. at Livernots)
» Bloomfeld Commons (Maple Rd. sl Lahacr)

o In Fairlane Center o In 12.0aks Mall » [n Ren-Cen
o In Plymouth {On The Park) s Also In Flint
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