S ¢ stepped up to the post oﬂl:c counter and
‘asked for a sheet of stamps. “ you want
.. Chiristmas stampa?” ho clerk asked. “Religious
or non-rellglous?” she added. I was taken aback.
Would a Christian clergyman purchase non-re-
liglous stamps at Christmas? Would they por-
tray Santa or a Walt Disney Christmas? Who
. knowa. I asked for the religlous ones,

It was an Incident which set me for

Often no religion in hollday

1 moral
perspectives

Rev. David
Strong

. several days. How many of the customs of thia
« season are non-rellgious? The longer 1 think
~ about thls question, the more I believe that the
- mujority of our Christmas customs are non-re-
liglous.

".-Christmas manager scenes on the city ball
lawn are a form of non-religlous practice. Gift
buylng, Santa, Christmas rees, city docorations
-are all part of the non-religlous hollday.

WE MIGHT assume that golng to church
Christmas eve ls a religlous ovagtvence. Yet
-, some people who normaly attend church say
- that they don't like to attend that evening be-
cause they find themselves In the midst of &
crowd ol strangers.

.1 pondered the question. What makes the dif-

ference between a rellglous and a non-rellglous
holiday? There could be many ways to answer
. this question,

Two lnes from a Gerald Manley Hopkiny
poem come to mind. “The world is charged with
the grandeur of God, It will flame out, like ahin.

"ing from shook foll."

.. 1 believe a religlous observance happens
through the eye of the beholder. No quantity of
manger scenes, or singlng of carols makes a bol-
1ddy holy. When a custom helps us to see “the
. grandeur of God", we may call its observance
rellgious,

ANYTHING can trigger a sense of this holy
grandeur In life, I read a column which de-
scribed the author's attempts to save a small
cedar waxwing blrd which had been stunned by
striking her window.

The experience, well writ, gave me a scnse of
the preclousness of life, More, it reminded me of
the grandeur of God's creation,

My hunch is that the most outwardly religious
holidays may be the most non-religious in actual
meaning. 1 am reminded of the minister who
prayed long, complicated and beautiful prayers.
Yet he sounded like he was talking about God,
rather than to God,

Likewise, religloua holidays can be about
practiclng the religious holiday, rather than see-
ing “the grandeur of God.” We can all gather
together and be glad in the hollday, and not
bother with God.

The test might be whether we really pray to
God at mealtimes, The test might be whether
any gratitude to God Is aroused. The test might
be whether we spend private moments in medi-
tation with 5

1 have nothing agalast non-religious people or
non -religious “religious holiday”, Yet it is best
that we now what we are doing when we cele-
brate these occasions,
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FUR SALE

* Fine Canadian Furs

Come see Arpin’s 1984-85
fabulous collection of
fashion furs, expertly

o crafted into today’s

; exciting new

o designs...and of course,

you are assured of fine

quality and value when
you shop Arpin’s.

Full Premium on U.S. Funts
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Fue Specialive foc over 38 years
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content marriages and an interest in sex
has been maintained throughout We.

henlu:y ilves bave parents who did like-
wise.

Dear Jo:
My wife and I have made arrangements

He found “llhat they lived a balanced and

t. Most seem to have bappy or at least
once
fine.
Lastly, most persons who live loog and

and  plg wife. Now my wife, the moother of five
wn chlldren, is ha second thov,

Dear Jo:
Are ther speciflc characteristics shared

by long-lived people? ger Ontology

{ iy medicing . USC ntersiemed s
o ly m e ai ew
the cen the Los Angeles area to A. Jolayne
answer a question such as this. He was cu- S Farrell
rious to know what their llving habits were
and how they differcd from the for our two to visit us for
In general. the week following Christmas, It will be

tad @ tendency not to worry. They had a ts
Mfe-pattern of eating, drinking and exercis-  ghout thelr vislt, vizg o
Ing 1n moderation. Most seemed to have Sbe is afrald something will kappen to
many friends and {ew enemles, them while are here, and 1be is be-
Other rescarch on this subject discloses  coming a nervous wreck. She says if one of
that long-lived ns' dlet is usually be-  them gets sick the woaldn't even know
low the caloric intake of the averaga Notth  when to call the doctor,
American diet and contains little Jo, she reads yoar colamn, please give

her a faw words of encouragement, I know,
the girls are bere overything will be

Mr. H.
Donna:
I can understand your apprehension

What makes for long lives?

about a “flrst time alone” visit with your -
mndanahlen As the mother of five chll
dren, you ly know that you will have
pmblzm Adjmlng to thelr visit and will en-
Joy thelr stay. Perhaps you are just a little
“rusty’” when It comes to the pareating df

children. M

® prolonged listlessness, extensive yonis
iting, persistent disrrhes, severe

(over 101F). o
- Doctors are very xeeep ve and opea
of grand ts. Que of the nleﬁ’,

they are as close as your telephone for ad
vice and support. So, please relax and enjoy -
e girls — they grow up so0 fast and youq
ﬁvn 't want to miss this special time in t.helr
ves,

For piano, desk or
table. Traditional
designs appropriate
with any decor.
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Two Very Special Lamps
. ata Very Special Price!

Perfect to own...Perfect to give!

Pohshed Brass Finish

e Clndlin Co

...your lighting speclalist
<BIRMINGHAM 6560 TELEGRAPH AT MAPLE...BLOOMFIELD PLAZA

CRYSTAL RING HOLDER

Holiday Traditions -|
begin with ...

ONLY$3 95

When yousee the fine quality of our crystal
ring holder you'llwant one for your dresser. When you
see the $3.95 price you'llwant a few extrafor
everyoneon your gift listteo.
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TWELERSSINGE Vo

MOMERSE] MALL 131049 1011
FASTLANTI- WIS TLAN = BRIAKWUCH b= LAKESI)—FAIRLANE = IS FINLOARS=GAKLAND

Userautrmn edeer Coriden m wiermme Aematsean B ppeas S eraoe Maiaed aed

Made In Portugal

869 West Long Lake Road, just east of Tefegraph...
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SOMERSET, TROY (313(649-3640
MOUNT PLEASANT (517)772-4078

Ornaments...
A collection in silver.

Fred ICk
Jewelers

of BLOOMFIELD HILLS
646-0973
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- Your Choice
$39.95
Regular Price
59.95 NEW PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAM
January thru August Enroliment °
Limited openings for ages 2'x to 3% only.

* DEVELOPMENTAL APPROACH -

* BILLINGUAL FRENCH/ENGLISH PROGRAM
* LOVING, CARING CERTIFIED STAFF

* HOT LUNCHES AND NUTRITIOUS SNACKS

* HALF-DAY OR FULL-DAY .

* EXTENDED CARE 7:30 a.m, to 6 p.m.

* LICENSED/ACCREDITED,
+ MONTHLY FEES FROM '102 to 500

For information and admissions

HOLIDAY
SPECIAL

—~$1895

LM ELURLALEPIAS ARV S VAR LI ¢

FOUNDED IN 1968

Io5Cany Salad Set

Y
INNER CIRCILE

AT GORMAN'S

MICH IGAN'S FINEST GIFT AND BRIDAL REGISTRY
Located inside
Gorman's Gallery

|IELD...20855 TELEGRAPH...NORTH OF 8 MILE ROAD
T SOU T OGHESTER. 38 MAN STREET AT UNVERSITY 642-1178 29145 Telograph (North of 12 Mile Rd.) Phone: 353-9886
. ANN ARBOR...2177 WEST STADIUM BLVD. Evergreen at 13 Mile Road . ‘Open Daily 10 to é: Monday, Thursdiay & Friday 'Hi 9.
WE ALSO FEATURE LAMP AND FIXTURE REPAIR DELIVERY CHARGE EXTRA
. T



