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Luxembourg— 40 years after the ‘Bulge’

] he Grand Duchy of Luxembourg wif! cele-
Y brate the 40th anniversary of the Battle
‘ of the Bulge this week.,
I Lovlng hands will lay fresh
the foot of the Amerivan Infantr:
bronze above the anclent pl.
around Eiscnhower Square i
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In the Amertean Military
Cemetery at Hamun, Albert
Wagner has been elipping the

grass all wrek o the
white marble cro: Relting
within a few centimeters of

George Patton's
trimming around the
morial.

Wagner lias been « lipping
the grass araund the graves
for 1§ years, so thut the
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wonlnbuting ting will alw,
tavel editor ment” for Sunda
1t special care this week because a representative
of.the Grand Duke Jean will be present to com-
memorate the 40th anniversary.

Luxembourg is a tiny but inpurtant country,
once one of the most powerful furces in Furope,
ardd only stightly bigger than the tri-county area of
metropolitan Detroit. Its 30 by 50 miles of
tadns and river valleys are bordercd by
Féance and Belgium In the heart of we:
rope.
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THIS CENTRAL location makes it an ideal base
for. anyone who wants to do the grand tour of Fu-
wlthout sitting on a tour bus. it is also a good
dogtination for tra.

LUXEMBOURG didn't have
an army when the Germans an-
vexed the country in May, 1940.
Not “occupied,” but annexed as
part of Germnny. Most of the
country was Intact even after the
Allied forces liberated It from
Nazi occupation in September,
1944,

Luxembourgers thought the
war was over, and were prepar-
ing for Chrisimas, when the Ger-
mans began a counter-offensive
across the Moselle River on the
night of Dec. 16, 1945, Within
days they had punched a huge
bulge in the Alicd llne that ex-
tended across northern Luxems-
bourg Into Belglum.

Patton and the Third Army lit-
erally rode to the rescuc in the
forested mountalns of the Ard-
ennes, but the north of Luxem-
bourg was severely damaged and
tens of thousands died befare the
Germans were driven out again
several weeks later,

1 TOURED MANY of the memorials to men of
the Third Army when 1 visited Luxembourg last
summer with a group of American journallsts and a
cheerful Pennsylvania veteran called Ike. “Not te
be contused with the other Tke,” he sald, referring
af course to Dwight “Ike” Eiscnhower,

Ike Reclfe went into Omaha Beach a few days
after the Normandy landing and was a scasoned
staff sargeant when he drove with the 80th Division

veJers who waould like to
seg Europe “in a nut-
shell.”

1t Is only an hour’s
drtve {rom the historic
walls of Luxembourg
Cily to the medicval
mduntain castle of Vi-
anden in the north, to
thé vineyards of the
Lixembourg Moselle on

the west, or to dozens of
villages with their own
tofn squares, historic
churches and sidewalk
cafes throughout the
country.

Prices are very rea-
sonable, especially now
that Jecland Alr, the
only alrline that fiies di-

i)

Into 1. g during the Battle of the Bulge.

“It was so foggy we thought the Germans
coulun't see us, 50 we drove with our lights en,” he
taughed).

We teased Tke a Jot, and he answered most of our
questions with jokes, but most of my memaories of
that trip have Ike In them. Ike polnting at a photo in
the muscum at Clervaux, where speclal memorial
services will be held this Sunday.

“That's my gang, the 80th dlvision.”

Tke In the graveyard of a tiny church in the vil-
lage of Oberwampach reading a plaque to an Amer-
lean Infantryman called Hassel C. Whitchead, who
died (rying tosave achlldduring heavy shelllng, Or
in the church at Eschwelller where US. Private
George Q. Mergenthaler is memorialized In marble
and as one of the figures in a stained-glasa window.

I REMEMBER Ike at the annual Remembrance

Ike Recife

rectly from the US. 1o

Luxembourg, flies

weekly non-stop {lights from Delroit to Luxem-
bourg City, with free or low-cost bus and rail con-
nections to several other European countries.

Car rentals are less expensive in Luxembourg
than In most of Eurape so many peaple fly into the
Grand Duchy, tour the country by car, visit several
nelghborlng countries and return their car 1o the
alrport in Luxembourg.

All of those are perfectly sensible reasons for vis-
iting the Grand Duchy, but there are olher more
sentimental reasons represcnted by the 40th anni-
versary celebrations being held there this week.

‘The people in Luxembourg really love and honor
Americans. They have built monuments in what
seems like every corner of the road te commemo-
rate the servicemen who Ireed them, A lttle histo-
ry shows why thls is true, in spite of the fact that
the Battle of the Bulge decimaied several parts of
the country.

Day eld every summer in Ettelbruk,
where Pation Square overlooks John F. Kennedy
Ave. ke was wearlng bls blue 80th-division capso 1
could spot Iiim easily as he moved wlith his camera
from the U.S. Army tank, to the 10-foot statue of
Patton to the wall where he coutd photograph the
American Ambassador laying wreaths on the ceno-
taph.

Most of all I remember him in Hamm cemetery
the day I met Albert Wagner, Tke was looking for
the grave of his {ricnd, Meda) of Honor winner Sgt.
Day Turner,

The sprinklers made wet white arcs agalnst the
sky, greening the clrele of grass around the moou-
ment and the green blanket that hosts the 5,076
white marble crosses. There were many more dead,
but most of the bodics were taken home by fami-
les.

TWO WORKMEN were sanding a crogs at the
back of the cemetery, so that it would always be
clean and sparkle in the Luxembourg sun.

Gardener Atbert Wagner was hand-clipping the

Special shows to be at Disneyland

During the Dec. 22 to Jan. 6 holiday season, Dis.
neyland will become a Christmas-time wonderland
wlith seasonal decoratlons and musical cntertain-
ment added o the normal festivities.

Fantasy on Parade will be showcased daily,
featurlng marching toy soldiers, prancing relndecr,
snowmen and snowwomen, and scenes from f{avor.
ite Disney motlen pictures,

During the Christmas season the Magic Kingdom
will display ity hollday centerplece — a 60-foot-tal)
tree in Town Square embellished with 3,000 spark-
ling lights and 2,800 ornaments,

A turn-of-the-century Christmas wiil be re-creat-
ed along Main Street, US.A., with strands of gar-
land arched over the street and with lampposts,
doors and windows trimmed wlth wreaths, Stroll-
Ing Dickens carolers will entertaln visitors.

Disncyland’s annual New Year's Eve Party will
be held on Dec. 31 from 8:30 p.m. to 3 a.m. Helping

INTRODUCING THE 1985 NASH!
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NASH TOURS LD, IS NOW OFFERING
THREE OF THEIR MOST POPULAR TOURS

FLORIDA (Fob. 18-Masch 3
2 Fult Weeks In Tha Sunshine Stata Inctudos:
[+] * Epcot ter * Busch Gardens
* Clreus World * The Keys * 51, Augustine

NEW ORLEANS (Merche-15)
Including: The French Quartor, Buperdome, And The
Night Lite. Also A Visi To * Mamphls, Tenn. {Eivis
Home) Also * Mississtppl Plantstion Country.

NEW YORK AND ATLANTIC CITY (Merch 23-30)
A Complete Tour Of “The Big Apple” Includes:
* The Statue Of Libecty * A Broadway Play* World
Trade Center * Also A Vish To The Caasinos And
Boardwatk Of Attantic City,

ANl Tours Fully Escorted Via Modem Defuxe Motor Coach
CALL US COLLECT 519-826-4802 FOR DETAILS
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to ring-out-the-old and ring-ln-the-new will be spe-
cial centertainment, complimentary hats ang

i to partyg a spee-
tacular fireworks extravaganza presented at the
stroke of midnight,

HEAIUARER
SPECIAL WINTER/SPRING
SAVINGS

Confirm by 31st of December

Save from ‘200 - *1000

December Holiday Cruises Available
rve Now!

ese

CARNIVAL « SITMAR « ROYAL

VIKING » NCL + SUN LINES

« PRINCESS « ROYAL
CARIBBEAN « CUNARD

* QE Il+ HOLLAND AMERICA
FREE enroilment ln our efite Caplalns Table |
Cruise Club on a¥ 1984-85 Cruise bookings.

SANDERS TRAVEL CONSULTANTS
Tossel Sorvica

28230 Orchard Lake Rd. ¢ Farmington Hilis
For Reservalions

caw 8995-2620 1%

grass around one of the crosses, keeplng every cen-
timeter neat, He told me that on Wednesday he
runs the “grand machlne” between the rows, within
30 centimeters of the crosses. On Thursdays he cuts
around General Palton's grave. On Friday, he
nlmku everything neat and green around the chap-
el

Luxembourg has many.
memortals to the coun-
try's liberatlon by Allied
goldlers durlng World
War. Scenes include: The
annual parade in Ettol
bruk to commemorate
the American War dead.
A bronze statuo of an
American soldler in Cler-
vaux, A worker polishea
an Amerlcan grave stone.
A digplay in the war mu-
seum in Clarvaux,

He was telling me all this In French, of course,
repeating over and over agaln “exactement par DI
manche.” What he was trying to say was that he did
these things every week on the same day so that
every Sunday, 52 weeks a year, the whole cemetery
would be perfectly groomed for those who came to
see it and for those whose crosses they came to see.

Next week
contributing travel”
editor Iris Jonos wil
discuss what it is
like being a tourist’
inLuxembourg, ..

VACATION

Our Holiday & New Year’s Gift to Yo

rd Person FREE

Age 16 or Undor Towers & Lanais Only DEC. 20- JAN. 10
Full Amarican Plan: Every Resorl Encllity, Froe
Massogos, Exercise Classos, Tennls on Premiaas, Golt
{Avail), Entartsinment & Dinner Doncing Nitely.

SELECT ACCOMMODATIONS AVAILABLE

RESERVE NOW JAN. & FEB.

Larry Paskow's

“HarborzCIslan

THE RESORT S HOTEL

AND RESERVATIONS

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-327-751
7300 HARBOR ISLAND
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33141

FOR INFORMATION

RENTALS

on the Gull of Mexico
Fi. Myers Boach, Bonita

Boach & Sanibol Island
1,2, 3 bedroom luxurious
condominlums on boau-
1l SW. Florlda's Gu
Coast,

2 3 Bty and.
prico shoat,

TOLL FREE

1-800-237-6285
(in Florida)
1-813-463-3151

Gult Coast
Vocatlons, Ing. Reo!tors®
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£ SKI . BOYNE:

SKI WEEK PACKAGES|
FROM $375
5 Days Skiing,
Lodging & Dining
Austrian Ski School
SK) WEEKEND PACKAGES,
FROM 5140
1-800-632-7174

Boyne Mountain

1-800-562-3899

Boyne Highlands

DELUXE VACATION SUITES

GULF FRONT SUITES — 7 NIGHTS $525.*

DISCOVER YOUR ISLAND IN THE FLORIDA SUN

boautitul,

I;‘ you ha;n b'm:n spending a foriune island ho
1he sun that ullills all your expectations. . .then pack your suitcase and search no mo;
Tropleal Marco Istand lgst a bridge away from tho Southwast coast of Florida, it's norlnc':nly

q lent, butit's
The Chartor Club luxury suites are diteclly on the Gult of Moxico. Each Suite hag
two bedrooms, two baths, a king size bed in the master bedroom, a tully
equipped kitchen, dining area, wol bar, ice-maker, Color TV, washor and dryor
...50 much more Ihan a hotat room. The tennis courls, swimming pools,

boach barbeque, health spa, and exercise rooms are all yours and the
best partis The Charter Clubis priced aven less than many hotels.
“$525. thru Doc. 22~ $875. Doc. 23d - May 4, 19854 Aduits A 2 Chicron

TROPICAL MARCO ISLAND FLORIDA

- 700 South Collier Blvd., Marco Island, FL 33937
RESERVATIONS: 800 237-4411/FL B0O 282-4412 or soo your local Travel Agent

and fuit of Florida things to do.

Charrtlél}*

pping and looking to discover a {ropical island in
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OF MARCO BEACH .
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