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[Returning to life one day at a time

L'y Jounno Whittoker
staff writor

ﬁi\' JUNE 25, 1978, Kelly Morrison was pro-

nounced clinlcally dead. Now, six years

later, though she iy severety multiply Im-

paired, Kelly attends school, chovses her
«wn friends, and has such strong opinlons about
fashlon that her mother says she wouldn't dare shop
tor the 12-year-old without Kelly at her side.

“Viken you conslder all that has happened,” says
Kelly's molhier, Sue Morrlson, “slx years doesn't
seern a veey long thme,”

The b1 on family lfestyle was changed forev-

ot that six years age when Kelly, just three
¢ nt ol kindergarten, either jumped or fell into
% poot.
ml family was visiting an Ann Arbor
family, recealls Mrs, Morrison. White she was put-
ting, her younger son Craig to sleep, she said, the
Ann Arbor family's 7-year-old son took Kelly to
louk 3t & neighborhood pool.

A minutes later, when she asked about Kel-
iy‘'s whrreabouts, the famlly's 4-year-old told her
his brother and Kelly had gone to the pool. The
Morrisons rushed to the pool where they found Kel-
ly drowning.

Sue Morrison pulted her davghter from the pool
and began administering cardiopulmonary resusci-
“atiom 1t not known how long Kelly was under
s, bul Kelly's heart had stopped beat-

ygen to her braln had been cut off,
a1 cells,

Aptll, 1981, Morrison sald Kelly's braln, swollen
slnice the accident, had returned to normal alze.
Nuyr. age 12, the child, who her mother said
“looked llke an open casket at first,” In not only
ly she is d plog discerni-
ble physical beauty. Kelly's 5-foot-5-Inch frame, at
S$7 pounds, is slim as a reed. “She doean't have the
muscle that the rest of us have," says Morrison,
uddlng] that Kelly's growth s otherwise virtually
normal.

MORRISON ATTRIBUTES the lImprovement in
her doughter to patterning, a routine of atretching,
crawllng and hanging suspended from the celllng
by the ankles, which was designed for the chiid by
physiotherapists at the Center for Nerurologleal
Rehabilitation In Philadelphia,

The patterning, Morrison said, has been carried
out all these years by a small army of volunteers
made up of students, working couples, parents of
Kelly's former classmates, and one 70-year-old
woman “who has stuck with us all along.”

The routine, says Morrison, has Kelly up and
breakfasted by 6:45 a.m. By 7:30 a.m. she ls dolng
exercises and at 8 the volunteers arrive, “Usually
the patterning sessions take about 20 minutes,”™
says Morrlson. “Therc is a person on every limb
and her head. They move her in a crawling posi-

on.”

The plan was to manlpulate Kelly's body, her
mother explained, in the bupe that it would send
messages to the child’s brain so that it would take
aver,

% INCLUDING herself, the
cal grersannel, and, later, the doctors at Chil-
Hospita) in Ann Arbor, was able to revive
Xelly's heartbeat, says Morrison. She recalls, how-
ever, that she reacted violently when an intern sug-
akiny Kelly off the artificial respirator.
i few mlnutes later — I'm not clear what
thry dectded to move her to the intensive

ater, Kelly dido’t need the respirater,
tthing on her own, her cyes opened and
er foot and hand on command.

Improvements, says Sue Morrison, have been sig-
aifivant in the ensuing years, though not necessarily
steady. Sometimes Kelly regressed to an even
worse state, as she did on the eighth day after the
aceldert. Kelly Inst her sight, hearing and all feel-
il tiny body went rigid, her arms and legs
uints, Morrlson sajd.
later, on March 10, 1882, Kelly had a
fzere, o reaction to penleillin preseribed for a
of bronchitis.
almoct lost her,” says Morrison. “It was the
first litne ¥ thought that she had given up.”
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Still, the improvement has been
Kelly wass able to see, hear and She

had regained her balance as well as a seuse of
touch. At the time her mother said that, although
Kelly eomlda‘t grip objects, she was able to move
her ] s indivldually, and while she was not yet
Kelly could mave her arms and legs. In
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Following thousands of hours of therapy, repeat-
ed every morning and evenlng, slx days each week,
in the Morrison home, Kelly's body has responded
appreciably,

Her arms are fully extended, Kelly s reading ~
“'She chooses the books and has two or three going
at once,” says Morrison — and she altends school
three days of the weck al the Einsteln Center in
Qak Park. She also attends an art class each week
at the FAR Conservatory in Birmingham, and her
mother, a teacher, Is tutoring Kelly in math and
science al home.

Morrison said that Kelly ls able to understand
everything that goes on around her. Though she Is
still not able to talk, Kelly is able to indicate posi-
tlve and negative responses and is able to use a
message board,

In 1981 Kelly was enrolled in the Einsteln Center,
a special care facility In Oak Park which draws lts
93 students from adjacent communities, after sev-
cral ather schools the Morrisons tried falled to
meet Kelly's special needs because they were inex-
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