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Outfitting

Margaret Remondino, fongtime wardrobe mis-
tress at the Birmingham Village Playcrs, shows

an ethnic dress
more than 1,000

the cast:

CAMILE MECQ
from the theater's collection of
costumes.

Local theater groups keep

By Cathis Breidenbach
speclal writer

SEQUINED FLAPPER dress
with flirtatious fringe, a
moming coat in a substantlal
size 52, a collapsible opera hat

which nobody makes any longer and a
not-so-ordinary straltjacket can be
treasured flnds to those in charge ol
costumes at local communlty theaters.

People Involved in theater have
learned never to get rld of the musty
clothes in grandma’s attic without Jet-
ting the chair of the costume depart-
ment have first pick. “We never know
what costumes we’ll need next year, 50
we're pack rats and save everything,”
sald Barb Gowans, wardrobe mistress
for the last 11,ycars at St. Dunstan’s
Guild of Cranhrook In Bloomficld Hills.

Any person In charge of costumes
knows the frustratlon of trying to find
clothes {rom another era in slzes to fit
cast members, so community theaters
try to make the job easler by amassing
collections of clathes from other peri-
ods and costumes to oulllt the cast for
popular musicals they've produced,

Perlod clothes dating from the turn
of the century up through the '20s, '30s
and '40s dominate collections that are
highllghted by a few quirky originals
such as the “Gypsy” stripper costume
that lghts up in strategic places and
the chicken suit from the play *Trib-
ute.”

MARGARET REMONDINO, who's
been making and caring for costumes
at the Blrmingham Vlllage Players for
more than 15 years, estimates that the
Players stores close to 1,000 costumes

in the theater’s wardrobe room. Most
of the clothes are donated.

“We used to cut off collecting clothes
more recent than the 1920s, but now we
go Into the 40s,” she sald. *We don't
keep sults, but we have tails, tuxes and
morning sults that we get when some-
body outgrows them or cleans out the
attie.”

What the Players can't use, she
donates to charily. “Every month the
Goodwill, the Blind and the Veterans
call to see if I have anythlog from
members' closct cleanings. 1 have a
nice blg bag for them about 50 percent
of the tlm

Most menwr groups have a costume
chalrman who keeps track of where
costumes arc stored and which ones
are currently belng borrowed or rent-
ed. Because the wardrobe mistress iy
the person who knows best the costume
inventory by time period and slze, she
works closely with directors and with
the person In charge of costumes for
Indlvidual productions,

Belng able to improvise and cut cot-
ners on a tight budget is as prized in a
costume chalr as expertlse with ncedle
and thread, Mary Copenhagen, costume
chalrwoman at Avon Players, came up
with a solution to the dllemma of find-
ing shoes for the ragamuttin orphans In
the 1920s musical “Annle.”

“AMISH CRAFTSMEN make au.
thentle high top boots,” she said, “but
they were beyond our budget at $40 a
pair, Instead, we bought pairs of used
Ice skates for 50 cents each and pulled
off the blades.”

Linda Brick, who has handled cos-
tumes for several Troy Players produc-

" lots of costumes on hand

tlons, said the theater group makes
what it can't find and only stores those
costumes which it wouldn't want to,
make or find agaln, Bridal and formal
gowns, naval uniforms and even a stra-.
itjacket are among the costumes the;
Troy Players stores in its two storage:
areay, one In space loaned by the War-
ren Theatre and the other In a storage’
n:ldl the group rents to keep costumes
and proj

'Sewlnx costumes is usually our last
line of defense,” she sald of the chal-
lenge of outfitting characters for a
play. “Firat, we check out our own clo-
sets. Then we rald our mother’s, grand-
mother’s and Aunt Tilly's closets look-
Ing for clothes to fit characters.” .

1 that falls to turn up what's needed,
the ployers checks with other theater
groups, or gocs scavenging at the Sal-
vation Army and resale shops, “That's
what we did when we were bunting for'
'50s clothes for ‘Pajama Game.'” :

Although the Troy Players prefers m
beg and barter for costumes rather
than sew them, there's always some

sewing required to make costumes for
duﬂmlt to-fit players and as break-
away clothes — those costumes that
get ripped as part of the action on
stage. Break-away clothes must be res-
tructured with velero at the seams so
the clothes can be instantly ready to rip
agaln at the next performance.

THE RIDGEDALE Players {re-
quently makes all its own costumes, es-
pecially for the period play or mustcal
it Includes in every season. This year
“Carnival” will set the costume people
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Westin co-hosts

The "World's Largest Office Christ-
mas Pariy~ wlil be held from 4:30 p.m.
to 1:30 am. Friday, Dee, 21, at the
Westin Hotel In Detroit's Renaissance
Center.

The Westin and radio station WMJC
(95-FM) arc hosting the evcm In !he hn—

[ ’
biggest’ party
‘The party features dancing, cash bar

and llve entertainment by the Loving

Cup, Keepsake-and Just Us. Food will

be avallable.

Partygoers who wish may donate a
toy for the local “Toys for Tots” pro-
gram. ‘Toys will be collected at the

KEEGO TWIN CINEMA
WHERE MOVIES COST LESS
On Orchard Lake Road at Cass Lake Rd.

1% Miles W. of Telagraph « 682-1900
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Party 3 — Wicker Works
$50.00 percouplo

« Panly tro. .
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for your listening and dancing
leasure.
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" Hans Schulen Andif vou've visued any of my eyl fine Schuler’s 3

sestautabits across Muchigat, vou've come to expect the quali food and E RE ST"'L SELL'NG ouT ... |
servie for which we're famous, Speaatties ol the house uulmh prime rib,
fresh seafood and delicioos desserts,
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Celebration!

EnJoy the lively Kingsley Inn complex of dining
rooms bar, party rooms and luxury hotel, ideal
( for calabrmlng.

H : Plan your evening the way you like |t,

R‘ ala carte, no packages to buy.

*Live entertalnment In three rooma.

‘Danclng toad p[eoo band In the ballroom *no cover charge,
*Superb dining * Plano Bar * Party Favors.

*Lodging $19.85 per person (based on double occupancy).
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All the lobster

I and other seafood
delicacies you can eat.
Friday evenings at the

Haymarket. —-— -
Open 12 p.m.-8 p.m. Reservations required i’(lngﬁlﬁg L’h‘lﬂ 4
Special Christmas Eve Menu 24.95, all ages. Mako Your Reservations Nowl  *
_Reservations Suggested Eﬂ m?:‘hm —— .
————WEST BLOOMFIELD Cali(1) “‘“o‘% Woodward Avenue 644-1400
at Long Lake Road Bioomfield Hllis

6 West Maple Road + (313) 851.8880
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