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Accordionist travels bumpy road

Continued from Pagoe 1

The Immigrant’s son began taking
lessons. By 7, he was entered in the
state accordian champlonships, which
he would win for the first time in his

*nge bracket at 11. The win qualifled
him for the natlonal champlonshlps,

At the time, Soave sald, he was play-
ing accordian “novelties.”"

When he was 15, Soave won another
Michigan championship, agaln moved
on to the natlonals, and this time he
won his first U.S. champlonship,

That win — on a ptano accordlan —
quallfled him for the 1980 Coupe Mon-
diale In New Zealand, The immigrant's
son, a spinner of novellles, had become
a world-class accordlanist,

Stlll, he was a blt overwhelmed in
New Zealand, where scveral of the
competitors were armed with chromat-
ic accordlans,

“The competition knocked me out. It
was incredible. I'd been playing 10-11
years, but It was awesome — the musie
and the instruments. It was a great In-
spiration."

THAT'S WHEN SOAVE bought hls
llrst chromatic accordlan.
Two more national chatplonships
and third- and fourth-place finishes in

Ballet company
give 3 shows

The Michigan Youth Ballet, under the directlon
of Theresa Lee Narsh, will give two performances
at Meadow Brook Halt, Rochester 7 pm. Friday
and Saturday and another at 7 p.m, Friday, Dec. 21

to

at Summit Place Mall, Pontlac.

For alt theee performances the company of about
30 dancers will perform excerpis from “The Nut-
cracker.” Nlcale Owen, 8, of Pontiac, will play the

role of “Clara.”

Coupe Mondlale competitions cnsued,
Soave, already recognlzed in Europe as
a leading accordianlst, also had several
successful concert tours across the
Continent.

Flnally, this year, Soave knew he
was ready for the Klingenthal. But he
really didn't know what he was in for.

"We flew into West Germany, rented

Eas

petitors were to perform with the
Leipzig Symphony Orchestra. Months
tn advance, each competitor had
recelved the concerto he was to per-
form, in the event be reached the final
{our, Soave said.

‘What Soave didn't know untli the day
of his final performance, however, was
that the judges expected t

“When I won, it was one of the great-
est moments of my life. I kaew alter-
ward — as 5000 as I finished playing -~
that I'd won, We all krew. The Rus.
slans knew.”

FIRST PRIZE was 5,000 East Ger-
man marks, or about $1,508, wlﬂch
Soave

have the conzer(o, Helmut

a car and drove to KI
Germany). My visa was very limited as
to when you could arrive and where
you could stay,”

Soave and his traveling companlons
arrived about a weck belore the com-
petltion.

“We were accepted very well by Lhe

le. The reguler
ally 100k up to Ameﬂcﬂns and llkc lo
{ollow in our footsteps as much as pos-
slble.”

Competition offlcials were friendly,
too, although not as helpful as they
might have been. Soave explained:

“THE COMPETITION consisted of
three rounds, the first being a test
plece and an origlnal compositlon (for
accordian). If you weren't ellminated,
you went on (o round two, a 30-mlnute
program including a plece written be-
fore 2800,

In the fInal round, the top four cam-

R:2TO

Relnbothe’s “Concerto for Accordlan
and Qechestra,”

Soave had rehearsed the plece nu-
merous Lmes, of course, but had made
no effort to memorize it. Now he had
less than a day to do so,

“The Russians had a constant smile
on thelr faces while I was rchearsing
because they thought for sure I
wouldn’t perform the picce by mem-
ory. -

“To be honest, it looked kind of
doubtful for me. But I'd made It this
far, worked this long. My goal was to
do something that hadn't been done be-
fore, so I told myself 1 had todo it.
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2500 sq.

dlate occupancy.

642-0046

DESIGNER PENTHOUSE

Centrally located Southfield condo,
ft., loaded with extras,
Indoor parking, 2 large bedrooms,
2'% baths, Jacuzzl and sauna. Com-
pletely furnished if desired. Imme- PRICED TROM

85,900

FOR SALE OR LEASE
By appointment. Michael.

968-8611
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Tengnby
Trebual

" Advance Reservations
Now Being Accepted on our

AUNIQUE 2 & 3 BEDROOM
CONDOMINIUM COMMUNITY |2

couldn't take out of the country,

“That kind of money can carry a
tourist in East Germany for a year
with no problem,” Soave sald philo-
sophlcally. He had no intention of
spendlng more than a few days In East
Germany.

“So I went on a shopping spree, buy-
ing things for everybody I could think
of, treating people to meals. But shell-

g out 50 marks was hard — a top-
quality steak dinner costs about 75
cents," or 2 to 3 marks.

* “Now I have a bank account for
4,000 marks in Klingenthal.” And al-
though he will not compete at Klingen-
thal again because traditlon dlctates

that a new champlon be anolnted each

“Up until now, It's been competition, . ;

year, he will return there to perform. You have to devote 80 much of your
Soave also received citations and Umo to those goals — mentally
from Mayor Now I'm golng to put thou =
Don Fracassl, Detroit Mayor Coleman  goals in anather direction.

Ynung. the Michigan Legislature, Mich-
1gan Gov, James Blan , and Presi-
dent and Mrs. Ronald Reagan.

“I received fantastic support from
the President, the Senate, the Mayor
and the press, bot the (US) accordian
people wanted to overlook It Soave
sald, bitterness surfacing a

subsequent win in the Coupe
Mondiale didn't open any doors either.

SOAVE, bowever, remalns hopeful
that be can build a future for himself
and fellow accordlanists in the, United
States, “and present the accordian™ to
a dubjous publte.

“So far it's new to me. I don't know.
the procedure. Do I call up someoney
and say, ‘Hi, I'm Peter Soave, I'd like~~
to nudltjon?’ "

Soave is seeking professional npro-‘°
sentation. And he does have at least one+z
lead: Among the congratulations he ¢
received after his win in Klingenthal. s,
was one from Johnny Carson’s “To- w
night Show" staff.

So don’t be surprised if you tune ln.b.
Johnny one night and see an accordian ; 7
player on the show. And Peter Soave~.y
will bet you 4,000 marks It won't be.,v:
Lawrence Welk or Frankie Yankovic. . o,

character,

monitcred galéhouse.

2 and 3 bedroom ranch and 2 story delached
condominium homes of extraordinary quality and

Situaled in a private estate-like setting, with actes of g
pond. treas ond rolling hifls, accessed through a 24 hour n?

A cholcs of rime sites, featuring hilltop locations, and an e
axtraordinary variely of innovative and exciting teatures. K
The Manor Homes at Aldingbrooke are open for your
inspection dcwy from12t06. . ¢

Entry is off Drake Road,

CENTER ISLAND KITCHEN

BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP

UPER DUPER COLONIAL!

+ Premium Tudor glovatlon with 2 bay windows.
« Enorgy officient atono flcoplace.

» Wooden clrcular staircaso, wel bar In famlly room.
« Custom bultdor's model, boautlfully dacaggied.

+$148,000 643-8500

+3 bodrooms, 1% ptus % baths, dining room, tamlly room,
Hiroptace.

-Wnlk-oul attached 2 car garago,

. l.nrgn Icl wilh vlaw of pond, tinest schools and shopping.
+$104,800 851-2303

= Southtield-South ol 12 Mile and Wost of Evergreen.

+ 3 bodrooms, 1% baths, seporate dining room, contral alr.
« Famlty room boasts of fireplace and glass doorwall.

« Now kitehon floor and countor tops, Attached garego.
+$73,500 851-2303

IDEAL FOR LARGE FAMILY
+ 4 bodroom, 2% bath Colonlal.
» Famlly room with cozy fireptace,
« Flrst floor taundry.
« Park-liko setilng, hm:kn 10 woods,
+$84,800

LUXURY CONDO REDUCED
+3 badroom, 2 bath Southfield Condo.
» Family room with natural firoplace.
+Gardon aroa with patlo.
+ Assumo 8 year Land Contract,

+$73.000 540-6777

Y Rl ED
» Dosigner home with 3 flzoptaces and huge famity room.
« Large master badrotm with bath and firoplace.
» Formal dining room, oak pegged floor, newly llated.
«Land Contract (erms avaltablo.
+$128,000 547-2000

'@ owTer.
+ 2 bedroom: z'n batha.
« 1 car garsgo, fult bassment.
« Noulral tonos, mint condition,
«$76,500

SOUTHFIELD/LATHRUP
557-6700

BIRMINGHAM

ELEGANT BLOOMFIELD RANCH
« Impreassive 4 bedroom, 2% bath home with Jacurzi,
« Living room and family room with fireplace.
« Beautlfully landscaped yard, many extras
* $150,000

B540-8777

ROYAL OAK

547-2000

540-6777

7 YR. Mg&CONTRACT-PHICE REDUCTION

«3 badroom, 3 bath, large family room,

» Full finished basement with 2 extra b.drm
« Qvar an acre plcturesque lol.

*$89.900

WEST BLOOMFIELD

851-2303

+ Socludod area in Bloomfiel

* 4 bodroom, 3 bath, In-law suite

« Library/iving room shase fireplace.

« Vaulted collings with barnwood beama.
*$139,900

EXECUTIVE HOME IN BLOOMFIELD
+ Speciacular Caps Cod on 2.5 acres.
+ 6 badrooms, famity room, walk-out Imr level.
« Over 5,200 4. f1. of llving area.
« Plcturesque wooded area, Olympic slze pool.
+$335,000

-wmtommulmmmnumb

ROCHESTER
651-3330
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CONTEMPOGHHAHV HANCH

540-8777

540-8777

5878700

BLOOMFIELD
644-6788

TROY
643-8500
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