Leaving office, Moffitt

receives heartfelt tribute

By Kathy Parrish
staff writor

ILLIAN Moffitt's {lrst political act
~ winning a ban on commls-
sloners’ appointing them-
selves to high paying Oakland

County administratlve jobs — didn’t
make her popular with her peers.

But as she leaves offlee, Oakland
County commissioners have made it
clear she has been forgiven,

More than 120 county workers
turned out to wish the board's felsty
vice chairwoman well in her retire-
ment,

So many resolutlons were presented
to her that the Bloomfleld Township
resldent joked about adding a new
rvoom to hang them in.

“We've had our little tiffs, but that's
anly natura),” sald Commissioner Alex-
ander Perinoff, a Southfleld Democrat
who praised his Republlcan counter-
part as a "warm and graclous lady.”

N “It's been a privilege to serve with
er.”

A STANDING room oniy crowd at.
tended the luncheon in Blrmingham
Country Club honoring Moltitt, whose
health forced her to retire after 12
years in office,

--In a heavily contested race her son,

Davld L. Moffitt, won her 15th District

seat. The district includes the
h portlon of

‘Township, Franklin Village, a corner of

West Bloomfleld Township and about

nine square miles of Farmington Hllls.

Along with resclutions from the
board of commlssioners were citallons
{rom the Oakland County Clreuit and
Probate courts, Bloomfleld Township,
Farmington Hills, Bingham Farms and
Michlgan Senate. It was also officially
“Lilllan Moffitt Day" in Oakland Coun-
y.

. ‘She wanted to know
- what the facts are and
went to the people who
had them. She had first
7 hand knowledge of
> people In
administration.’
pos — Danlie! Murphy,
- county executive

‘It is with great
courage, elegance and
gracilousness that
Lilllan Moffitt met each
challenge . . . She
contributed 150
percent to the citizens
of Oakland County.
— Richard Wilcox
counly board chairman

‘The documnents praised her high ide-
als, dedicatlon to promoting women in
county government, hard work, and
compasston for others.

RICHARD WILCOX, chalrman of
the Oakland County Board of Commis-
sloners, sald Molfitt served her constit-
uents well, He explained that the first
woman vice chalrperson “contributed
150 percent to help the citizens of Qak-
land County.”

“It'is with great courage, elegance
and graclousness that Molfitt
met each challenge,” sald Wilcox, who
worked with her all 12 years.

Working on Moffilt'’s campaigns
taught her son that politics is an “awful
Tot of hard work, trivialization and ad-
verse publicity at times.”

“It also reaffirmed my bellef that
public service Is an Important thing to
do; maybe the most important thing to
do,” sald David Moffitt.

IN A GLOWING tribute, Oakland
County Executive Daniel Murphy sald
not all commisstoners are easy for ad-
ministrators to deal with. But Mofiltt
was a person he and his stalfers could
talk to,

“She wanted to know what the facts
are and went to the peaple whe had
them. She had first hand knowledge of
people in administration,” said Mur-
phy, who sald he changed hls mind
about several issues because of her in-
put.

“The commission has to know what
we're thinking to have a team that
works."

Murphy applauded her interest in vo-
lunteerism and art. “She's always in-
volved In the actlvities that are new ac-
tivitles.”

“I'm going to miss a great support-
er,” added the executive, “I know peo-

ple thought L1l was runolng down there
and espousing Dan Murphy’s thoughta.
“But she wanted to understand how I
thought so she could do what she
thought was right on the boxrd.”

PRESENTING HER good friend
with a gold bracelet from all those at-
tending the Iunch, Commissioner Mari-
1yn Gosling sadly wished Moffitt well.

“We've shared a lot of things aver
the years — some very good times and
some downers when things haven't
gone our way,” she sald.

“I'm gonna miss having her in that
front office and by my side at commis-
sfon meetings.”

Moffltt called the tributo one of the
biggest thrills of her life.

Llllian Moffitt
Idoats plus facte

Recalling her first resolution, the of-
ficial szld ber opposition to commls-
sloners’ appolnting themselves to coun-
ty administrative posts “wasn't very
po‘pulur with the board and nelther was
I
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In an outstate foray, Wayne County
Executive William Lucas advocated a
cut in what he calls the “crime tax.”

Lucas defined “crime tax" as the
nop-governmental costs people suffer
because of crime — high insurance
rates, private security systems, loss of
property values,

‘The county executlve first used the
term o a 3 before the Montague-
Whitehall Rotary Club In Muskegon
County, His outstate trips have fueled
speculation that Lucas, a lifelong Dem-
ocrat In serious trouble with his own
party, will jump into the Republican
camp to run for state office in 1936,

“IT IS TIME we demand a crime tax
cut and ask our alate government to go
back to the fundamentals, using avail-

(BWT.8.2&

LLucas asks jails =
to cut ‘crime tax’

able resources, to build the prisons negy
essary to get the criminals off ays
streeis,” be sald. ash
Lucas gave these examples of the
“crime tax:” A4
® Consumers must buy car insur.
ance at inflated rates because of mps-
sive auto thefts, "

# Consumers doing business wlu;'a'
bank find the bank passes on increased
security costs,

 Homeowners are forced o buy 3,
curity systems and put bars on win
dows nind doors.

® Homeowners find their pmper{yi
values go down because of unmsafe

neighborboods.
® Tliness strikes due to stress apd
fear,
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Sherman’s
has

in every
size this
Christmas.

.Bass Weejun

S

And get a free Bass Travel
Bag with your purchase,
More than any olher shoe store,
Sherman's fits your desire for Bass
Weejun tassel and penny loafers.

‘The classic styling of Bass Weejun
lassel and penny loafers are available
in 106 slzes, in black, brown and
cordovan. And if one Sherman's store
doesn't have your size in stock, we'il
get it for you from one of our other
four stores.

Bass Weejun tassel and penny
loafers. Only at Sherman’s, only
$67 and $68. And a Bass Travel Bag,
a 815 value, free with your purchase.

Take a look at the size chart and
see where you fit into the classics. .
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In Birmingham, Somesset, Lakeside, Twelve Oaks,
and Fairlane. Free Bass Travel Bag for the find
143 Bass Weeyun purchases, American Express
and other majoe credit eards aceepted. Open
holiday hours and Sundays. Phone ordets oo your
cvedit card gladly ceepted and promplly filled
belore Cheistrnas. Call (313) 642-2600.
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IVE HEALTH & RACQUET CLUB
6420 Telegraph Rd. at Maple Rd. — Call:..855-2300
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