. The Donais family,
. Jamie and Jeannie,

Including (from left) Jerry,
may be on the road over the

holidays — but
tree.

BTEPHEN CANTRELL/#1aff photographer
won't be without a Christmas

Tips for winter travel

By Jeannte Donsls
spoclal writor

-Don’t let the cold crush plans for
raid-winter travel in a recreatlonal ve-
hicle. The RV furnace and a small elec-
tric heater will chase the chill away on
the coldest nlghts,

By following a few tips acquired by
scasoned campers, novices will find
winter travel casy and enjoyable.
Whether en route to a cold or warm

‘destination, campers can travel in

warmth and comfort along the way.
ere ls some advice.

# Leave (he furnace on en route so
that "home" stays comfortable and in-
viting. Remember to turn off the gas
when refueling.

® Water plpes and tanks with anti-
freeze already in them need not be
flushed nor re-winterlzed after the trip.
Just carry fresh water from home in
{ugsl. Seasoned campers call this “jugg-
ng it."

® Before pouring any water down
klichen, bathroom and bathtub drains,
pour about one quart of RV antl-freeze
down each drain and inte the appropri-
ate tarks. Be sure to add another quart
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of anti-frecze to the tollet and its tank,
too. This prevents freeze-up of the lines
and tanks In use. The catastrophe of a
frozen fresh-water system 1a averted if
1t is never used,

® Carry the plastic water bottles in
the bathitub for use in cooking, washing
and flushing the tollet. As soon as more
southern temperatures allow, flush and
{lIL the fresh water tank if the stay is
long cnough to warrant thls. Then fire
up the hot water heater and enjoy all
the comforts of summer travel,
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A camping Christmas

By Sharon Dargay
ataff writer

Santa will trade Rudolph's red bea-
con for a CB radio In his search for the
Jerry Donals family this year.

When he finds them — somewhere
between their Troy home and Florida
— he'll stow the glits under a tree an-
chored in the bathtub, If be's lucky, he
may get to nibble leftover Christmas
duck or Jeannie Donals’ freshly baked
clonamon rolls,

“We have a live tree — 4-fect tall —
that we store in the bathtub when we're
driving,” she sald, *RV’s have small
ovens, 50 I can't cook a turkey. I bought
a duck and we'll have all of the trimm-

55"

The couple and thelr §-year-old
daugbter will bit the road over the

ristmas holidays, driving caravan-
style with four other motor homes,
Travel detalls, including departure
time, destination and trip duration, are
a lttle hazy, but that makes for a more
exciting celebratlon.

“We just decided to look at this as an
adventure,” she sald, “It's new and dif-
ferent”

Although travel trallering and camp-
ing may not top the list of most holiday
{tinerarfes, they provide an alternallve
to traditional at-home celebrations.

THE DONAIS family Is looking for-
ward to southern sunshine, but outdoor
buffs ncedn't head south for Yuletide
fun. Enthusiasts can head out to Mil-
ford for g refreshing hollday,

“For the last two winters we haven't

as prolific as your
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bad a slngle night without campers,”
sald John Winters, park administrator
at Proud Lake Recreation,

Located about 40 mlnutes from Troy,
Proud Lake is the only state park offer-
Ing full winter-time facilitles, including
0 heated lavatory-shower building and
electrical hook-ups,

“We have some people who come out
during (he Christmas holldays, There's
an extended famlly that comes out for
New Year's, They watch the games on
New Year's Day and make a big dln-
ner,” Winters sald.

“More people come out for New
Year's than Christmas, Some spend the
whole weekend.”

Snowmoblle and cross-country ski
tralts wind through the serene back-
woods setting. The lake -attracts ice
fisherman and some skaters, although
campers may have to put their arms to
work shoveling before practieing fig-
ure-clghts.

“It’s an event just to get away from
the city for some people. There's a lot
more elbow room. You're not fighting
the crowds like you do Lo the summer,
It scems to be & psychelogical thing
that people are tuned into seasons, and
furn some activitles off and some on
with the season.

“I've always been surprised that you
don't sce a number of great hig luxury
motor homes in winter, eventhough
they're the ones with all of the equip-
ment. You sce little units and tents,*

BUT FOR THE Donals family, a
nine-passenger motor home is an ideal
way to travel. They brought the 10-
month-old vehlcle out of storage for
thelr first winter camplng experience
at Thanksgiving upon the urglng of a
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‘friend, Dick Hamlin, president of the
gan of Camping Clubs.
He'll 1ead the fiye-unit entourage south,

"It's a wonder{ul way to go. We have
everything we need,” she sald,

The family also has “roughed it”
wilhout electricity or running water fn
state parks during the summer, Road
safely during their first cold weather
excuraion last month col Jean-
nle, but the trip also “opened new hori-
zopy*

“I did’t know bow it would bebave
on slick roads. But I sald, by george, if
we need to snowahoe out we will.”

Mark Broulllard, co-owner of Camp
R Crulse In Farmington Hills, sald the
risk of water system freeze-up also
discourages hollday camping and mo-
tor home travel. Although interior
plpes are protected, holding tanks and
outside water lines are exposed to
freczing temperatures. Heavy ice
chunks, rattling around the inside of
pipes and tanks, can damage the sys-
tem.

Broulllard winterizes the plpes, put-

ting toilets, sinks and showers out of
commission In the four motor homes
that his firm rents during off-season
months,
“It's cold sometimes even with the
heater on. Windows In a motor home
aren't deslgned for winter. You can feel
the cold coming through,” he sald.

HALF OF THE units rented through
spring are used for transportation to a
sunny vacatlon spot, for aki weekends
or for convenlent travel to athletic
events, Fans also rent motor homes for
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