Testimony ends in de

By Dave Varga
staff writer

Two women, who sald they were kid-
napped during a 'dc]:rogrunmlng' at-
tempt, weven't held agalnst their wil}
because they had no free will to ex-
ercise according to the teatimony of
one of the elght defendants on tria) In
Oakland County Clreuit Court,

Brandyberry, who headed the
team of three deprogrammers angd tive
security guards that held the women,
testified that he shared the concern of
Karen Larson of Bloomfleld Hills that
her daughters, ‘Whithey Chase and Eliz-
abeth Chase-Hayner, were the vietims
of & mind-controlling religious cult,

“1 guess from my point of view 1
question whether they bad a wil] of
thelr own,” Brandyberry sald Tuesday
from the witness stand,

Slx days of testimony by witnesses
from both sides ended Tuesday, when
the three deprogrammers and one of
the flve security guards testlfled as Brandy
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witnesses. Closing arguments are ex-
pected to be made today before the
Jury is asked to decide on two counts of
kidnapplng for each defendant.

CHARGES STEM from an incident
two years ago when the siaters were
held Dec, 27-31 in Karen and Robert
Larson's previously renled home at
85555 Shadow Lane in Bloom(leld Town-

ship.

Elizabeth and Whitney were rescued
late New Year’s Eve when Bloomfield
Township police and the FBI, acting on
a tip from the aiaters’ father, Anthony
Chase of Washington, D.C., broke down
the door of the house. Ellzabeth was 18
and Whitney 21 at the time.

Although testimony showed the Lar-
sons contacted, hired and pald Brandy-
berry to bring In the deprogrammers
and guards, the Qakland County Pro-
secutor's offfee did not prosecute the
Larsons.
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Unlted States, Canada and Europe
since 1979, Ahout 20 of thoss involved
friends, he 84ld, ANQ o mes ot peiu.
When police raided the house, Brandy-
berry bad a bag with $1,900 lo cash, of
which $1,500 was his fee, he testified,

THE S8OFT-SPOKEN, heavy-set man
told Jurors how he had spent about 1%
yeara a3 a member of the Rev. Sung
Myung Moon's Unification Church,
Eventually, Brandy! Tose to the
position of atate leader In Utah and Ha.
wall, which required a once-a-month
flight to Moon's home, he said.

He also sald he bad been in two other
cult-llke groups, a transcendental
meditatlon organizalion and a mind-de-
velopment group. Each time, Brandy-
berry sald, mind control techniques
were wsed. Under cross ezamination
Brandyberry aaid he left each of those
groups without belng deprogrammed.

Although he sald he ls unhappy if
those people he deprograms return to
thelr religous cults, Brandyberry sald
his goal Is enty to deliver Information
about the mind-controlling technigues.
The deprogrammers do not try to
change “a person's religous bellefs,

B y Insisted during cross ex-
amination by assistant county prosecu-
tor James Mitchell,

“We tell (parents) our purpose for
belng there 18 to help thelr adult child
make an Informed decision,” Brandy-
berry sald,

»

WHEN QUESTIONED by defesse at-
tos Larry Fugate, Brandyberry tes-
tilled that Be 18 still lovolved in doing
deprogrammings, use I bellave
morally what I'm dolng is right” be
sald. “Money Is not a big factor. I have
to live, pay the bills and buy equip-
ment.*

Brandyberry sald he told Karen Lar-
son and Bloomfleld Township police
about the legal consequences of bolding
the sisters. But he teatified that he was
aware of only the clvll charges that
might be brought agalnst him, pot the

charge (kidnapplng).

“1 felt, at the time, the illegal part
would come if the girls went back and
decided to bring charges eivily,” Bran-
dyberry sald. Earlier, be had sald, *The
oaly time I've ever had any kind of Je.
gal repercussions have been in civil
suits where there have been suits
oagalnst me and the famlly for large
sums of money.”
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Diane Murray, who was one of the
twoucm-llymrd:hlntvctwud:hy;
ed Tuesday that she had never
been told and did pot belleve bolding
the girls was against the law,

“I CAME UP here with the Intentlon .

of helping someone ,.. I never
thought I would be accused of kidnap.
ping.” Marray sald,

Murray said she, along with her sis-
La-;ln-l&: 'Jlmll.edr. .lm;ac, were uuag
In for 00-a-day plus expenses fol
by ber live-ln boyfriend Richard A
Barry coordinated ‘:.,bf team of securify

programming trial

night, Murray sald she thought It was
c\u'rlm bmi(ng o, 30 sbe ran into
‘Whitney’s room and locked the door, T

th tG mu:uuﬂﬁm:
wife, Ral annon,
the wemyonce bers of a mind-

ocer cross exanisatin, Bates sld
he was aware the Chase were
there agalnst thelr wishes, but never
beard them gsk or saw them try to
leave, This Incident :;.'.1 hia first time

‘The guards wera there, Murray sald,
to ensure the sisters did not hort them-
selves and to protect the women in
wase tielr church group attempted to
abduct them from the house,

Both Murray and Brandyberry testi-
fled that & large black car bad driven
slowly past the house Dec. 31, making
the deprogrammers and guards fear an
attempt by members of the Calvary
Temple School of the Prophets In Ster-
lé:z. V&, to phyzically take the sisters

ck, L

WHEN POLICE ARRIVED that

21 a depl

The third deprogrammer, Cheryl
Johnson Brelstand, also took the wit-
ness stand Tuesday. Brelsland said she
worked about 20 deprogrammings and
i3 working on & master’s degree in edu-
cational counseling.

BREISLAND, WH
ed in deprogramming after her drother
Jolned the Unification Church, disputed
earlier testimony that she told Eliza-
beth she would not be harmed as long
as Elizabeth “didn't do anything stu.
pld”
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