Thuraday, December 20, 1984 O&LE

DRan Dobbins, a
Taylor insurance
agency manager

and representative
to the electoral
college from the
15th Congreasional
District, writes his
ballots by hand,

By Kathy Parrish
slaff writer

HEY WORKED extra hard to
get out votes for Ronald

Reagan and George Bush.
As a reward, 20 Michigan
residents got to vote twice for thelr
favorite candldates, Meeting Monday
in the state Senate chamber In Lans-
ing, the dedlicated Republican volun-
teers met to cast the flnal ballots as-

suring Reagan's re-election,

‘Millions of doliars
are spent to elect
candidates, and their
fate is in the hands
of 20 people.’
—Alan May
college elector

It was a qulet, solemn ceremony
with no medla hoopla, but an event
Electoral College members won't
soon forget.

“IT'S QUITE something for an im-
migrant boy to become a presidential
elector,” sighed Henry Dodge, an Aus-
tejan-born Detreiter who represented
the 17th Congresslonal District, which
Includes berderlng Oakland and
Wayne County suburbs,

“It's one of the things I really want.
ed Lo do in my lifetime."”

“It's a rare privilege, a once in a
lifetlme cvent,” said Peg Rapson of
Leslie, swiveling contentedly in an

oversize leather chair usually re-
served for a senator.

For Beulah resldent Inez Zarlng,
the cxperience ranked just behind
marrlage and glving birth. “I'm exelt-
ed as a chlld,” sald the history bulf,
who was Benzle County's Reagan-
Bush chairman.

“It's a thrill to vote for the presi-
dent agaln — he's so super.”

EXCITEDLY GATHERING In the
State Capltol Bullding with family
members and friends, the presidentlal
clectors were congratulated on being
their party’s choice for the natlona)
honor.

Nationally, there arc 538 clectors.
In Michigan, the political partles
chose electors at thelr state conven-
tlons, but only the winning party gets
to show up when it's tlme to cast the
state’s votes for president and vice
president. Becausc Reagan carried
the state, all 20 of Michlgan's votes
went for him and his vice presldent.

Whlle in some states clectors may
vote thelr consclence, In Mlichigan
they are legally bound to vote only
for the winnlng candldates.

“I's a role that doesn't reccive
much attentlon from the medla but
ultimately elects the president,” sald
Spencer E. Abraham, state Republi-
can Party chalrman,

"Those of us who are active cer-
tainly know how critical this role is.
I'd llke to congratulate you.”

Qutlining the procedures, state
clections director Chris Thomas also
applauded them. “Contrary to what
the news medla and everyone sald,
the electlon Isn't over until you people
take care of business today.”

1t was the theill of a
litetime for Henry
Dodge (right), an

Immigrant from
Austrin, to cast ane
of the natlon's 838
officlal Electoral
College votes for
Aeagan and Bush,

MEETING FOR an hour In the Sen-
ate chamber, the presidential electors
nominated and voted for president
and vice president,

‘Then they signed certlflcates which
were sent by reglstered mall to the
presldent of the United States Senate,
Chle! Judge Wendel) Mlles of the U.S.
Disirict Court for the Western Dis-
trict of Michigan, Michigan Secretary
of State Richard Austin, and the Gen-

eral Services Administration,

It's a “fail safe” system that as-
sures votes from all states will be
counted at noon Jan. 7 (n Washington,
D.C, explalned Thomas.

PLAYING AN important role in
the proceedings was Livonia resident
Michael Legg. An attorney in Bir-
mingham, the chalrman of the 2nd
Congressional Distriet was unani.

Alan L. May, 18th
District Republican
chairman from
Bloomtleld Hills,
tekes the oath of
officeas e
presidential elector,
The oath includes a
promise to vote for
Reagan and Bush,

mously elected Electoral College
chairman.

“I've been a longtime supporter of
the Electoral College,” explained
Legg, 32.

“'On top of the mere tradition, it as-
sures we alwayas have a mafjority
presldent, I think the idea of winner-
take-all by state Is a meanlogful
cornerstone in our process.”

Even Lt Gov. Martha Griffiths, a

Lt, Gov. Martha
Qrittiths and
Birmingham attorney
Michael Legg confer
about the order of
business. Grifiiths, a
Democral, opened
the electoral colleg

fon and handed

Electoral College is thrill for the voters

Democrat who opened the sesslon,
fnﬂld she really enjoyed playlog a part
it

“I've never attended an Electoral
College. I enjoyed It and wish you
well,” she said, handing the gavel to
Legg.

Electors took thelr oaths of office
from state Supreme Court Justice
James L. Ryan of Redford.

WHATEVER THEIR role In the
ccremony, being an elector was ex-
cltement enough for those on hand.

Bloomfield Hllls resident Alan
May, actlve in the Republican Party
alnce he was 8 years old, was pleased
1o be part of the proceedings. Author
of an unpublished novel about politi-
cal skullduggery in the Electoral Col-
lege, the attorney sees the almost in-
vislble body as an “anackronism.”

“Millions of dollars are spent to
elect candldates, and thelr fate s in
the hands of 20 people,” sald May, 42.
He chalrs the Republican Party’s 18th
Distrlct which includes Birminghara-

the gavel to Legg, a
Llivonia resident and
chalrman of the 2nd
Congressional
District Rapublican
Party. Legg was

Farmington, R
and mot of Troy.

Taylor insurance agent Dan Dob-
bins was chosen to nomlnate Reagan
fund-raiser Paul Gadola of Flint as
honorary chalrman of the Electoral
College. Dobhins, 32, admlited to
“b in his stomach at the

Electoral College
N chalrman,

CAMILLE MeCOY
#1471 photographer

prospect.

“I just thought (his would be a nice
way {0 cap off the campaign,” ex.
plained Dobbins. He was chajrman of
the Reagan-Bush effort in the 15th
District in southern Livonla, Garden
Clty, Westland, Canton Township, and
Ypsilanti,

memory lane

EMORIES, MEMORIES . .. have we
got the memories. And we'd Ilke to
share them with you. Uslng local news-
paper fltes, we're dishing up generous

slices of life in the Farmington communlty from
40, 30, 20 and 10 years ago.

DEC, 21, 1944 —

AT THE FIRST mceting of the newly formed
Farmington Consolidated School Dlistrict, Dr, Z.R.
Asch was named p Other schoot
officers named were Paul Schreiber, secretary;
Guy Gurgan, treasurer; Isaac Bond; and Jess Early,
trustees.

“WAR STILL NEEDS the wires this Christmas,”
sald an advertisement for Michigan Bel! Telephone
Co. "Please help keep Long Distance circults clear
for necessary calls on December 24, 25 and 26."”

“THE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS party for children
of the community will be held Saturday afternoon
at the Civic Theatre,” noted an item in the Around
the Block column on the front page of the Farming-
ton Enterprise. “The Goodfellows will see that each
child receives a bag of peanuts — sorry, kids, but
there just wasn't any candy to be had this year —
and the theatre management has planned a big pro-
gram. It’s expected a large crowd of children will
attend,”"

“SEASONAL DECORATIONS at the Farmington
State Bank are most attractive,” sald another
Around the Block item. "“The large hollday pletures
ore gay and colorful, and the poinsettias — well,
see for yoursell,"

SHORT ITEM: “The atrzoge motlon felt while
riding a camel produces in some people a sensation
similar to secasickness.” Another short item:
“Bleeding from small cuts can be stopped by apply-
ing a plece of raw potato.”

CLASSIFIED AD: “FOR SALE — Jersey Cow, 8
yvs. old, 20743 Lincoln, near 8 mile. EV. 1292.”

DEC. 23, 1954 —

THE FARMINGTON CITY Councll, meeting in
regular session, unanimously supported the decl-
slon of City Manager James Tennant and Chief of
Police Joseph DeVrlendt not to reinstate Robert
Cox, a police offfcer who resigned from the force
following a dispute with Chlef DeVriendt.

LOCAL POSTAL OFFICIALS estimated that
they will have handled 908,000 pieces of incoming
and cutgoing mail by the end of the Christmas rush
of 1954,

CLASSIFIED AD: “LOST — All the water in my
well. Finder may have it but warn that It Is easy to
locse. Don't depend on it. Farmington Township

- Water Development Assoclation.”

“SEVEN BRIDES for Seven Brothers" starring
Jane Powell and Howard Keel was playing at the
Civle Theatre in downtown Farmlagton,

SHORT ITEM: "Washington, D.C, produces

100,000 tons of waste paper annually.”

BUD JONES SCORED 19 points and Bruce Sho-
qulst added 14 as Farmington High bested Walled
Lake, 58-42, in high school basketball actlon. In an-
other arca prep game, Don Hanaford's 15 points
couldn't save Clarenceville from being beaten by
Brighton, 40-38.

JAMES READ, ASSISTANT superintendent of
the Farmington Schols, was installed as president
of the Farmington Exchange Club at a recent meet-
ing. The club's other officers were Jim Burns, first
vice president; Norman Lawton, second vice presi-
dent; Emory Hatton, treasurer; Claud Goodes, sec-
retary. The officers will serve until June of 1955.

DEC. 23, 1964 —

A CATHOLIC HIGH school, Qur Lady of Mercy,
was expected to enroll 1,500 young women for the
fall term of the 1965-88 schooi year, sald the Slsters
of Mercy, The school was to have been located in a
new bullding at 11 Mile and Middlebelt roads in
Farmington Township.

FARMINGTON'S CITY COUNCIL, acting on a
suggestion made by Councilman Henry Forrest,
voted to seck to have a tax) stand located in down-
town Farmington, .

THE METROPOLITAN NATIONAL Bank billed
ltself as “the only bank In Farmington paylng 4
percent (interest) on regular pass book savings ac-
counts” in its advertlsing.

THE ONE-TWO PUNCH of Rick Lorenz and
Rlck Schultz made North Farmnington's final bas-
ketball game before the holiday break a pleasant
experience. Lorenz scored 21 polnts and Schultz
added 20 as coach Dick Wilson's Ralders romped
past Oak Park, 77-54. In another area basketball
game, Tom Doyle scored 31 points to pace Farm-
ingten Our Lady of Sorrows' 74-55 win over Red-
ford St. Agatha.

DEC, 23, 1974 — N

IT WAS A BLEAK Christmas for a Farmington
Hills famlly of four. They loat most of their pre-
sents alter a Dec. 19 fire damaged thelr house of
Flandera. Accord(ng to police, the flre started In a
plekup truck camper parked outside the house and
then moved up the side of the wood-frame bullding.
There were no injuries, police sald.

SNOW BALL FIGHTS, skits and a hike were
some highlights of & weekend spent camplng by 26
members of Scout Troop 48 of Farmington Hlilts,
The y were by
William Wright and Richard Zeck, The site of the
carmpout was the W.J. Hayes State Park near Onst-
ed.

IT WILL TAKE a tax boost of an additional 2.09
mills for the Farmington Schoo) District to maln-
tain its present services and programs, said Supt.
Marinus VanAmeyde, have gone up, mak-
Ing additional millage pecessary “just to hold the
line,” sald VanAmeyde, who clted rising costa, state
ald cuts and a recent grievance settlement as cur-
rent problems.




