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Pianist Bartkiewicz highlights concert i
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Followlog a program by the South-
fleld Symphony Orchestra a week ear-
Jer, I had the opportunlty to Msten to
another prominent community orches-
tra — the Rochester Symphony Orches-
tra. Besldes the advantage of being
cluse lo home, this program had sever-

spoiled by the sound of the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra.

Conductor James Hohmeyer has a
talent for comblning the profound and
the popular Into a meaningful event.
The classical part consisted of works
by Bach, Shostakovich and Chopln, with
popular Chri tunes by And,

Quartet, a barbershop-style group of
talented ladies was featured and the
audlence participated In enthusiastic
slnging of Christmas carols,

1t was evident that the orchestra felt
mare at case with the popular selec-
tiens, cxhlblting good (m;: qunllly and

By Avigdor Zaromp
spocinl writer

Ford Audittorium was full almost
to capacity last Thursday, a rare oc-
curence In the regular subseription

Soloist provides
exciting moments

movement, in which many passages
sounded oo casual, falllng to savor
the expressive quality of the slow
notes. Other aspects of the work,
however, compensated for these
shortcomings.

8
Christmas Festival, the simplistic tune
of “Jingle Bells" emerged with Impres-
slve, almost symphonic significance,

In the classical selections the musl.
clans had their ahare of difficulties, to
be sure, but there was no lack of
rewarding moments. Bach's Branden-
burg Concerto No. 5 Is one of the most
demanding pleces for the harpsichord,
featuring a long and brilliant cadenza
in Its first movement,

Harpslchordist David Butzu, a stu-
dent of Mischa Kottler, was convincing
and impressive. The lightning fast runs
In the cadenza were well exccuted,
with the exception of a couple of minor

The other sololsts, flutlst Wendy Par-
dee, principal In her sectlon, and con-
cerimaster Alan Macnair, were equally
impressive,

THE ROLE of the string orchestra
was less than perfect, but

While there were some problems fn
terms of technique and intonatlon, styl-
Istically they were on the right track,
which Is more that one could say about
some more professional orchestras
performing baroque compositlons.

The one truly regrettable fact was
that the second and third movements
were left out, even though they are con-
stderably shorter than the first, possi-
bly Bach's longest.

Following a good renditlon of the
Festive Overture by Shostakovich, the
high point in terms of performance
quallty was achieved with Chopln’s Pi-
ana Concerto Ne. 2 in F Minor,

This applies only to the plano part,
which in Chopin's muslc fs most Im-
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portant. The orchestral part, on the
other hand, waa the only aspect of the
program that was truly terrible, and
that’ was one occaslon In which one
could feel grateful for the fact that
Choapin gave the orchestra a very llmlt-
ed role in his concertos.

The true star of the evening was the
Polish-born pianist Leszek Bart-
kiewicz, who has been galning in prom-

* Inence here In the last couple of yeara,

His technlque-was most secure, with
the plano passages thundering, with au-
therity In the outer movement and elic-
iting an exquisite, expressive touch In
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the middle movement. That was Cho-
pln with his true, authentic sparkle.

Bartkiewicz would have been a crod:
it to any major symphony orchestra
with this performance. It i3 hoped that
some day he will achleve that opporfu-
nity — he truly deserves It. T

This is not meant to downgrade the
value of the Rochester Symphony Or-
chestra, however, Given the perspec-
tive, itis a fine it

. It has been serving the com-
munity well for more than 20 yeats,
and 1t Is hoped that it will continue to
do 50 for many years to come,

setles of the Detralt Symphony Or-
chestra. Most things have a reason,
hewever, and this was no 3

The sefections on the program
were attractive, with a proven track
record, These consisted of the
Brahms Violin Coneerto, the Sym-
phony No. 8 “New World” by Dvorak
wlth the Prelude to the First Act of
Lohengrln, by Wagner, as an open-
ing piece.

This was the sccond censecutlve
program under Music Director
Gunther Herbig. The guest soloist
was viollnlst Pierre Amoyal. This
French violinist was substltuted for
Ilenryk Szeryng, who had to cancel
because of cxtreme fatigue. The
name of Szeryng, among the world's
most renowned viollnists, explalns
the large crowd,

WHILE Szeryng's cancellation
was most regrettable, Amoyal
possesses a considerable talent, His
name isn't ncarly as well known, but
thils is likely to change In the future,
Amoyal appeared with the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra last season,
performing the Berg violin concer-
to. Thls time, he proved that he can
be most impressive with a familiar
seleetion as well,

The themes in the flest
were wlth authority, The
maln theme In the Jast movement
commanded respect wlith its force-
ful thirds. The DSO was also equal
to the task under Herbig, Most Im-
presslve was the coda in the final
moyement, which was one of the
fastest versions I have heard, yet It
radiated with brilllance, with both
sololst and orchestra exhibiting un-
compromised precision.

THE “NEW WORLD" Symphony
Is one of those works that tend to be
taken for granted. This wasn't the
case here. There was nothing
unorthedox about this performance
— o unusual tempo or contrived
sound effects, but there was cvi-
dence of an awareness of the most
minute detalls. There was good
sound balance, with every orches-
tral group occupylng & well-defined
positlon in the grand design,

In the {Inal movement, for exam-
ple, the percussion and the brass
were an extenslon of the rest of the

without any p:
in momentum. There s a fine line
between the predictable and the
shocking. Maestro Herbig seems to
know exactly where these bounda-

The

Onc of the major in
performing a familiar work is belng
vulnerable (o comparisons, Amoy-
al's performance wasn't one of the
cleanest I have heard, Some passag-
¢, the Intreductory run in the flrst
movement, for example, were lack-
ing in preclsion.

Another flaw was in the second

rles are,

of the Prelude
from Lohengrin was a manlfesta-
tlon of orchestral continuity, The
natural development of the theme
and its expansion from the violins to
the rest of the orchestra was done in
a fashion that left no doubt about
the vast potential of this orchestra
under its present music dlrector.

L

much more!

KEFRO

Panoramic vlw of all sports Cass Lake.
Built with entertaining In mind. Open floor
plan, two large sun porchas, flreplace, and

3 .

Idd Straits Lutrunl “home Includes
new carpeting, double decking, four bed-
rooms, three baths, fireplace, extra shed.

T
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NT LIVING

R Y s LA e t Lt
Custom built contemporary features “up
north” aetting only 30 minutes from down-
town Birmingham on beautiful Dunham

AT ITS BEST

$176,000.

tensive

Lovely Pine Lske front home including
beach housso, wet bar, alarm systems,
Bl

Fantastic location on all sports Cass Lake,
250 feet on the water, West Bloomfiel
Schools, privacy, plus!

$169,

T ST

Caes Lake frontage with beautiful view
from the living area, including wood burn- |

$82,900. more.

Inter Lakes Realty, Inc.

Ing tirep

*'The Lake Property People"

540-8030

Wb

, perfect for any young couple.

50 W. Big Beaver
. Suite280 . .
Birmingham, M1 48008 .
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FARMINGTON HILLS « Very sharp Iri-fevel in desirable HOL~
LY HILLS hes white ceramic tile in foyer, kitchen and [sundry
toom, 3-4 budrooms, 2% baths, family room with fireptace

BIAMINGHAM
Elegant Georglan colonial is excoptionally graclous, 5 bedrooma (master bedroom Inctudes a fire place, 3 large closets, his and
her baths and glass doors (o patlo}, 5 full and 3 half bsths, auper kitchen, formal dining room 1hat opens to an afiractive patio

ang oxira alorage In alllc and garage.
$115,500. {H-63649).

BIRMIKGHAM - Walk (o Quarion Schooll Charming 4 bed-

room, 2% bath colonlal has a living room with marblo fire-

place, family room with deck lo brick patio and hardwood
dining room. $218,000, (H-83238),

L3¢ S B
PRIME BLOOMFIELD YILLAGE HOME has averything! Quality
throughout! 4-5 bedrooms, 4 full and 2 half baths, 3 firsplaces
{livlng toom, family room and full finlshed rec room}, 2 stair-
weys and scroened porch. Call for more information.
$395,000, {H-59453),

Hannett, Inc.
Realtors

and covered with canopy. Many extrast $450,000. (H-53481).

BLOOMFIELD HILLS

Custom Williamsburg colonial altusted on a wooded ot on a privste cul-de-sac..hes 4 bedrooms, 3 full and 2 helf baths,
gourmet kitchen with custom cabinetry and skylight over island, & full walk-oul basement, central air, sprinkler system, alarm

and infercom. A very gracious home, $438,000, (H-81855),

VERNOR ESTATES - Canter Sntrance colonlal has extra wide
slairway, tsmily room with parquat floors, beamed cellings
and fisidstone fireplacs, 8 panel doors and finished walk-out
rac toom lads 1o e large siate patio and lovely landscaped
grounds. 4 bedrooms and 3% baths, $214,000, (H-55450).

HARD Y0 FIND - 8 badroom home In BLOOKFIELD VILLAGE
is charming! Library, living room with fireplace, hardwood
floors end a lovely screened porch, Prime locstion! $172,500,
).

Hannett, Inc. Realtors
2523 w. maple qt cranbrook 646"6200 birmingham, mi. 48909

PINE LAKE PRIVILEGES! Brick and wood ranch hes 3-4 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, living room with fireplace and a second wood
burning fireplace in the large family rom with wet bar,
$99,500. {H-57058).

BIRMINGHAM « Brick tudor atyle home is great for the tamily,
4 bedrooms, 2% baths, beamed callings in tamlly room, spa-
clous Kitchen with huge sating sres, den, 1st fioor laundry
and basemant. $159,000, (H-83583),

- N n
BLOOMFIELD HILLS BCHOOLS - Cne of & kind colonial
ummmmmmmsbwm-.mmn

family room with fieldstone fireplacs, and2 for
g‘r:nn:,m!mlnlng.mimlﬂm).w patios
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