SEMTA as

By Kathy Parrish
statl writer

the board. The first proposal asked the
legl {0 ask voters for a constitu-

v

™.
tton” Authority (SEMTA) would like the
stata sales tax ralsed to subsidize lts
serylces,

Bot while urging that voters tax
themselves to operate public transpor-
tatidn, SEMTA Isn't saying how much
that tax Increase should be,

After debating for months about
ways to [lnance the troubled operation,
SEMTA’s board of directors Tuesday
officlally backed a sales tax htke as the
“dedicated source of publlc funds lo
support public transit.”

THIS WEEK'S resolution was more
general than one tabled a month ago by

tional amendment increasing the Mich-
igan sales tax one cent for public trans-

g and Ji

SEMTA was created by the leglsta-
ture as a seven-county transportation
authority but never has been given a
revenue source of its own. It is depend-
ent on state and federal subsidles.

During Lhe '80s, the Reagan Adminls.
tratlon, though committed to capltal
outlays for transit facilitics, has steadi-
ly reduced operating’ subaldles — re-
sulting in SEMTA's scarch for Its own
source of operating revenue,

WHILE APPROVING the sales tax
concept, SEMTA’S board made [t clear
the tax should be approved by the pub-

C of C president
Opposes assessing
for People Mover

By-fim Richard
staf writor

d.major spokesman for downtowne
Dotrolt business opposes & federal
propsal to assess buslness for cost
ovérruns on SEMTA's Downtown Peo-
pie¢Mover transit project.

But Frank Smith, president of the
Grester Detrojt Chamber of Com-
méfée, was lukewarm ta the prospect
of;SEMTA's selling shares of stock to
private Investors to cover the capital
deficlencles. “I wouldn't set it aside as
impossible,” he sald in an interview.

‘e have consistently sald we'd be
opppsed to a speclal-benefit (assess-
ment} district,” sald Smith, reacting to
4 propasal by two federal offlcials,

The Idea of assessing benefltting
downtown businesses for the cost over-
runs came from U.S. Rep, Carl Pursell,
R-Plymouth, who guided the People
Mover project through Congress, It was
enddrsed by Ralph Stanley, head of the
Urban Mass Transp Agency.

{0 cost $137 million, and the general
contract is set at that amount when
awarded in 1982, Meanwalle, changes
In city and private business bullding
plans caused SEMTA to redesign the
elevated, automated transit line. Cur-
lrlent total is anticipated to be $192 mll.
lon.

The federal government is commit.
ted to covering 80 percent of the con-
structlon cost, and the Michigan De-
partment of Transportation to 20 per-
cent — leaving a capital shortfall of
$55 milllon,

UMTA's Stanley 1s taking 2 hard line
agatnst providing more than $5.4 mll.
lion additional, though Purscll has hls
eye on gettlng up to $22 million.

Even the most optimistic SEMTA
forecast shows at least $33 mlllion
must be raised.

Should business just glve SEMTA the
money?

“That doesn’t make any scnse,”
S.mlth replied, “I can’t conceive of a

Andi it I3 being consldered by state Sen.
Ricliard Fessler, R-West Bloomficld,
who heads the Senate Transportation
Committee.

THE SEMTA project was deslgned

that would lead business
to put forward grants to a public scr-
vice."

If highways, sewers, strectlights and
other public capital needs are flnanced
by government, then the People Mover
should be, too, he sald.

lle. Under the Michigan Constitution,
the sales tax Is fixed at 4 percent. An

ks sales tax vote

“You must have a good solid consti-
tuency.”

increase would have to come through a
constitutional pp by
votera,

Philip W. Dondero, who represents
the Oakland County commissioners on
the SEMTA board, got an amendment
to the recommendation clearly spelling
out that a vate would be taken on the
tax.

Dondero, manager of Oakland Coun-
ty's Planning Division, won tabling of
last month's resolution because he
wanted lo get public reaction on it
first.

“Everybody wants a vote. You have
to be darn sure you put something like
this in front of the people and give
them a chance to vote,” sald Dondero,

olution be trimmed from three pages to
one page. That cut out nine “whereas”

paragraphs outlining reasons for the
tax.

“Don't clutter peoples’ minds," sug-
gested Donderv, p‘e"lgnnse ’

X come
when it's put on the ballot. Just let peo- -
SEMT. D)

ple know the A board supports
Lhe concept of the tax.”

Agreelng with him was director Mal-
colm Dade, a Detrolt representative,
““This reaffirms this hos (o be done by
vote of the peaple — no more, no less, I
don’t know that any more or less s
needed,” Dade sald,

) ALSO asked that the res-
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Michael Landon says:

“Fox Photo
Wraps up
Christmas

SAVINGS!”

At Greenstone's
We Bring Waterford to Life
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Kodak disc Camera
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Kodak disc 3100 comera

* 2 disc potk of Kodak YR film

« FREE rm(esslng tenlificate

* FREE Kilm covpon tard worth 2196
This one low price buys you all you'll need 1o pteserve holiday memories this
secason! You get a Kodak 00 camera with automatic him advance. plus:
buill-in automatc flash, one-bulten advanced elecironics, and a ful) 3-year
warranty Wilh it you'll get t-2 pack of Kodak color disc ilm and we'll process
one toll at no charge with znur FREE processing cortiticaio. It's casy to soe
why tho Kodak Value Pack is the hottest buy ol the season!

E Kodak disc camera
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Mg s,
39-88%& "%

Kodak Disc 4100
Camera. Kodak's thsc camera

Mig's Sugg
wilh combinalion cover handle. Prce 132,92
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Limited quaatities of traditional favorites
still available for your holiday gife-giving.

b
REENSTONE S
Creatars of fine jewelry for over 55 ycars

Holiday Hours through Dec. 21, Mon.-Fri. 9:30-7:00 p.m.

Saturdays until 5:30 p.m.
Major Credit Cards Welcome

Buill-in electronic llash tires auto-
malically when needed » Motor-
1zed fitm advance » Neck strap

* Full § year warranty « Now
melalhe sitvor linish,

Kadak Disc 6000
Camara. All Ihe standard Ica-
1uros of the 4100 camera » Plus
spocial close-up salling  Full 5
yoar Kodak warranty.

KODAK FILM SALE |
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Troy Commons.

Make this holiday o special
oceasion with a luxurious fur
jacket. It's a sure woy to

warm her heart this
Christmas. Here's a
luxurious 24" blue fox
jacket with a ring cotlar
to make all her holiday
wishes come true. Or
choose a 27" blue
fox jacket priced at
$359. Available In

sizes S-M-L

Furs iobolod fo country
of ongin
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ATARI COMPUTERS
AND TOTAL SUPPORT

THE FAMILY COMPUTER CENTER

3895 W, 12 Mile, Berkle!
E. of Greentleld » 543-0520
Mon.-Frl. 10-8, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 1-5

-36 Exp. VR100
24 Exp. VR100-3 pack .
24 Exp. VR200
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KODAK

The Only Showroom
in The Midwest T
Specializing In
Authentic Antique |,
Chinese Art
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Exclusive Savings On
Authentic Chinese Antiques
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"FREE!"

The Quick-As-A-Fox Guarantee

YoutPrlce | Get your pretures back Tomorrow or
Kodacolor 135-24 Eap 7 38 get them Free. Good on disc, 110, 126
VR100-3 pack . » or 35mm color print Him jtull lrame,

C-41 process). Monday through Thurs.
Kodbcolor Disc Fim-4pack 8,26 day Hohdays excluded Ask Io delads.
Kodacolor 110-24 Exp 7.10
VR200-300CK............ B

Adverlised Merchandise Avallable At
These Convenlent Detroit Locatlons!
NORTHVILLE « 300 N. Canter
PLYMOUTH » 882 W. Ann Arbor Trall
BIRMINGHAM » 3638 W. Maple
{At 040 crossing - Lahoor & 15 Mite R,

M Man Lung S invites you fo visit his exclusive

1-164 GM Buliding «Detrolt

Phone 874-2039
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SI's EXCLUSIVES

Coavonienily Located In Dolrolt s Now Contor Area

OX PHOTO.

Hicregan Dewgn Contee
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“The 35nun Specialist.”

HELP
SANTA
OouT

Make it easy on Santa this
year. Directions: fill out
wish list, Leave In
prominent place: brief
case, on bathroom mirror,
in underwear drawer. Think
*"Scandla Down Shops™ **
before Christmas.

Act surprised on Christmas
morning. Peck Santa

7

f thanks, European Comiort You Bring Home

. HUNTERS SQUARE MALL BIRMINGHAM PARK PLAZA

. Orchard Lk, Rd. at 14 Mlic » Parmington Hilla BIRMINGHAM PARK PLAZA
55-5720 255 5. Woodward (& Brown) « 258-6670
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Mon-Fri 10-9. Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5

SAVE NOW AT SCANDIA DOWN

¢) [ Etheria White Goose Down Comforter
— 25% OFF

0 100% Cotton European Linen
Comforter Cases — 20% OFF

0 100% Merino WOOL SLEEPER PADS
— priced below manufacturers suggested list

O Down and Feather special fill
PILLOW — 30% OFF

0 Numerous Stocking Stuffer
& Last Minute Gift Ideas!

candia
hops

Mon-Fri 109, Sac 10-6




