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Spreen says

‘nho comment’

to job rumors

By Joanne Mallszewskl|
staff writer

Former Qakland County Sheriff
Johannes Spreen has refused comment
ob rumors that he s vylng for the job of
Farmiogton Hills police chief ~ a posi-
tion held for seven years by the new
Sheriff John Nichols.

“I'm not making any comments,
That's kind of rare for me,” sald

/ Sprecn, 85,

Spreen Ia out of a job after being
trounced in November by veteran
county executive Danlel Murphy In a
bid for the Oakiand County executive's

t.

pn;du:ong,h Spreen refused to com-
ment, he did not deny the rumor when
asked if he bad applied for the vacant
chiel's post.
< “There are doors that are there. And
1 will be peeking Ento some to sce what
liex there for me. I'm prepared. I'm
looking for epportunlty.”

A replacement is being sought for
former Farmington Hllls Police Chtef

Johannes Spreen

John Nichols who was elected Oakland
County Sheriff In November, replacing
Sprecen.

Dec, 31 was Niciols' last day as
Farmlngton Hills chlef.

City Managee Willlam Costick hag
repeatedly made It clear in the past
few weeka that be latends to keep the
identity of the 30 applicants confiden-
tlal until a new chlef s chosen. A new
chief is expected to be selocted by mid-
to-late January.

Costick admitted though that there
arc a “a few from within the depart-
ment” who have applied. But he also
refused to disclose thelr names,

Spreen, a Farmington Hills resldent,
s2!d ke [s looking into several job op-
portunities. Some of the oppartunities,
he sald, are In Washinglon D.C., Virgla-
1a, and *'out West."

But the 12-year veteran Oakland
County sheriff said he wants to stay In
Michigan.

“I'm not making any comments on
my future,” Spreen sald, “I'll probably
do some teachlng.”

Lo
Spreen sald he will finlsh waork on hls
in at

Wayne Stato University.
Prior to his election 12 years ago and
two aubsequent re-elections aa (he only
Democrat in .a_top county position,
Spreen served as pollee commissioner
in Detrolt. Before his move to Michgan,
Spreen worked In the New York City
Pollce Department for 25 years.
“We're looking for someone who's
been around,” has had “a number of

new Crossroade

It's & muddy time for crews working at the corner of

Farmington, Michigan

44 Pages

Twenty-five cents

ping cantor in F.

" Mudder of a job

33
‘atatt photographer

¢ Mile and Farmington roads. But work continues on the future home of the

Work continues on shopping complex

By Tom Baor
raff writer

years of exper] n an
In a “community the comparable slze
of Farmington Hills," Costick said last
week.

A bachelor's degree [n some aren of
criminal justlc is one of the minlmum

requirements for the job, Others in-

clude achlevement and experience [n
adminlstration, supervision, budget
preparatlon and labor and publle rela-
tions. “Actual fleld experlence” i3 also
wanted, Costick sald.

Working construction these wet win-
ter days 1s a real mudder of a job,

Just ask the men who labor In the
acres of wet, soft, sticky earth upon
which the Farmington Crossroads
shopping center someday will stand at
Nine Mile and Farmlngton roads.

“It's definitely a mud hole,” said Ray
Vagnetti of Livonla, Vagnetil showed

up at the construction site Friday af-
ternoon to pour a few yards of 3,000-
pound strength concrete into & 42-Ench-
deep trench to create the foundatlon of
a bullding.

The day was most unwintery, Unsea-
sonably warm temperatures (a record
64 degrees was recorded at Metro Alr-
port) melted the remnants of Wednes-
day's four-Inch snowfall, and & steady
drizzle added still more moisture to the
scene.

At Nine and Farmington, the result
was several small lakes separated by

Improvements are topic tonight

By Joanne Mallszewsk|
statf writer

The long-debated Farmington Hills
capita) Improvements program [s stlll
allve, despite the overwhelming defeat
In November of a proposition to pay for
the six-year plan,

The Farmington Hills councli will
discuss the clty’s capltal improvements
program at a speclal‘meeting at 7:30
pm. tonight, Wilh the defeat of the
propoaltion, the councli now faces reas-
sessing the Improvements plan and
how to pay for it.

“Councl] will talk about where we go
from here,” City Manager Willlam Cos-
tic* said,

By an almost 2-1 margln, voters In
November turned down the city's re-
quest for & charter amendment to levy
2 1.5-mill tax for 20 years for capital
Inyrovements,

PASSAGE OF the tax would have
extended the city's charter limit from
the current 10 mills to 11.5. The levy
would have raised $1.5 milllon to help
pay for projects In the improvements

lan.

The elty has the authorlty, under the
<clty charter, to raise the {ax rate for
capltal fmprovementa. With the city's
current 8-mlll levy, clty offlcials could
levy up to two additional mills for cupi-
tal Improvements wlithout voter ap-
proval.

The councll also could ask voters for
a tax increase to pay for lmprove
ments,

Another optien would be to continue
earmarking money from the city's gen-
:ra;lund for its capital Improvements

und,

SUCH A spectal tax wauld be sepa-
rate from the clty charter limit. Under

thls method of financlng, city officlals
stlll would still be able to levy the 10
mills allowed under the charter for op-
erations and debt without seeking voter
approval.

‘The ¢lty's surplus, generally a hotly
debated Issue among counctl members
during budget time, topped $3.4 milllon
In 1983-84. That's up from 198233
when It stood at $3.3 milllon, city
finance dircctor Charles Rosch said,

Of the total $3.4 millon, $1.9 million

reserved for projects such as lhe
Caddell Draln projects, and 12 Mile
Road Improvements — programs also
in the capltal improvements program.

The city's remaining $1.5 million of
surplus [s unreserved. The unreserved

surplus (s about 1¢ percent of the eur-

rent $15 milllon budget. A clty gener-
ally tries to have at least a 10-percent
surplus,

CITY OFFICIALS are working on a
financing plan — also lsted in the six-
year program — that would provide
tax revenucs for improvements along
the 12 Mlle “growth corridor."

City officials are considering creat-
Ing a Tax Increment Finance Authority
(TIFA). Under this plan, the property
value of land In a 3%-mile-long strip
n 12 Mile would be frozen, The city
would then be able to take all or part of
any property tax revenue based on the
assessment increase,

‘The proposed TIFA district would be
bounded on the north by 12 Mile Road,
on the south by I-668, on the west by
Hoggerty Road and on the cast by
property owned by the U.S, Postal Ser-
vice, about one-quarter mlle east of
Farmington Road.
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peninsulas of Ught brown mud. N
“Usually we doo’t have to work In

this stuff,” sajd Vagnettl, who gets $18

an hour for his efforts. “It freezes, and

- that'sthat.”

But there's been enough winter so far

With mud to their knoes,
the cement pouring.

New moteis are

to keep the trenches flrm, said Dave

James, o Walled Lake resident, also on

duty last Friday.

“There's a little frost left tn It,” said
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Dave James (left) and Dan Right keep

coming to Hills

By Joanne Mallszewsk)
slatt writer .

Farmington Hills may soon bave slx
oew motels to match the city’s growing
reputation as one of the hottest office
arcas in the Detrolt area,

Although many plans and bids for re-
zonlng are Incomplete, zoning supervi-
wr‘:l,l Rowe listed six new motels tar.
geted for Farmington Hllls.

“The zoning is ‘proper already for
three of them,” Rowe sald,

The three proposed motels are:

® A Bargalntel Motel near the
Grand Rlver and 10 Mlle Road aplit, by
the Stxpence Restaurant,

® A still.unsemed facility on 12
Mile Road, east of Orchard Lake Road,

hind Mama

P
have not yet been turned in, Rowe said,
But he belleves the proposed facility is
expected to be a Hampton House mo-
tel, a part of Brock Hotels.
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