Meadow Brook mounts a st

Oscar Wilde's “The Importance of

Sl posing as the rebellious brother Ear-

Being  Earnest” i Tues-
days-Sundays at the Meadow Brook
Theatre through Jan. 20, For ticket
information call 377-3300.

Nobody can top Oscar Wilde for wltty
fnsolence and for taking cheerful pot
shots at the foibles of the English upper
classes. Style more than substance wax
Wilde's forte and the Meadow Brook
production of his “The Importance of
Being Earnest” appropriately revels [n
style with splendid sets by Peter Hicks,
glorlous costumes by Mary Lynn Crum
and an expert cast aptly by directed by
Terence Kilburn.,

By Wilde's own admisston, *The Im-
portance of Being Earnest® is a play
*“by a hutterfly for butterilles.” It's an
English drawlng room comedy that's
cheerful nonsense — complete with
confused Identitles, a dour butler,
chitchat over afternoon tea, and pretty,
frothy females — nothing particularly
original in the plot even for Wilde's
day. Therc’s even a baby of unknown
parentage found In a large purse at
Vlctoria Station. English writers, from
Henry Flelding to Willlam Gilbert of
opercita fame, seem inordinately fond
of lost bables who, we arc later
“surptised” to learn come of presti-
glous parestage,

What [s unique in Wild's writing and
atill enllvens this late-1800s play in his
Insolent, yet good-natured wit. Delight-
fut one-tners liberally pepper every
conversation.
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comedy amounts {0 nothing more nig-
nlficant than blckering about who ate
theast muifln at tea and solving difil-
cultles with ladles who can love a man
i1 his pame is Earnest, but cast off the
same man if he goes by any other
Peter Gregory Th

eter Gregory Thomson as Algle
Moncrieff never misplaces a lne. W’lulh
an arched eyebrow and boyish smile,
this danditied, rich, wastrel insults cy-
eryone in sight, yet manages to remaln
lovably charming.

His dapper friend, Mr, John Worth.
Ing played expertly by Tom Spackman,
has come o towa to proposc to Gwen.
dolen Fairfax, a flirtatious bubble-
braln. 1t’s casy to sce how Gwendolen
could calch his cye as she trills chatter
and aashayy about In 2 glorious daffod(l
gown. Lynn Mansbach shines as the
butterfly, Gwendolen.

Names, like style, have unquestion-
able slgnlficance In Wilde's *Earnest.”
John Worthing chooses to call himself
Earneat when he's in the city and Jack
when he's at his country estate. On top
of hls uwn two names, John invents a
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.Evening Classes at
William dale College

Offering Christian college education from a biblical perspective.
Apply now for one or more of the following college courses:

Princlpies of Biblical Counseling [ntro. to Blblicat Hebrew
Blble Introduction Psychology of Famlly Counseling
Principles of Church Education Church History: The Refontatlon
1st and 2nd Corinthians The Book of Exodus
The Book of Danlel Pastoral Eplsties
£vangelism Introduction to Psychology
AND MORE,
" Registration: January 8, 6:00-- 9:00 pm,

JTwo Suburban Locations - Farmington Hills & Hazel Park

Tor appiication matertals and eompete Information on bachelor degres and certiflate pro-
grams. tultion and fees. day and evening casses, call Admlssions at A537200,

35700 W. Twehe Mile Road. farmi 1ills. M1 AROIS
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‘things to do

@ LASER LIGHT

A new laser/lIght concert continues at the Cran-
brook Institute of Sclence In Bloomficld Hills.
“Lasera VIL: Pink Floyd,” a rock concert Incorpo-
rating muslc from three Pink Floyd albums, will be
shown at 7:30, 8:30 and £:30 p.m. Fridnys and 6:30
and 8:30 p.m. Saturdays. “Fireworks,” designed for
famlly audlences, will be shown at 3:45 p.m. Satur-
days-Sundays, Each concert Is $1.25, in additlon to
regular museum admission of $3 for adults, $2 for
students and senior citlzens, Children under 5 are
not admltted. For more [nformatlon eall 645-3230,

® AUDITIONS OPEN

A casting call for “Play It Again, Sam” has been
Issued by the Franklin Village Playcrs for its 1985
apring production. Auditions will be held at 7:30
p-m. Sunday-Monday, Jan, 87, In the Village Hall,
32325 Franklin Road at Carol Steeet. The (hree-act
play, a comedy by Woody Allen, will be dlrected by
Sharon Hoff of Southtleld. There aro roles for three
men and eight women. For more Information call
Rose Galley, president, at 826-7478.

® TROY HILTON

Normandy, a top-40 dance group, entertains at
Fanny's in the Troy Hilton, 1455 Stephenson High-
way at Maple, from @ pm. to 1:30 a.m. Monday-
SaturZay, Jan. 7-19. For more informatlon call 583
9000.

® SHERATON-SOUTHFIELD

Alr Command, a flve-piece '60s band, plays top
hits and a Neil Diamond medtey from 9 p.m. t0'1:30
a.m. Tuesday-Saturday, Jan. 8-19, at Yesterday's
Classlc Oldies Club in the Sheraton-Southlield Ho-
tel, 17017 W. Nine Mile. For more jnformatlon call
557-4800.

® YMCA AUCTION

0akland Mall In Troy and the Pontiac YMCA will
sponsor the YMCA Auctlon from 1-3 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 12, In the mall’s Center Court. Featured will be
memorabella donated by players from the Detrolt
Pistons and Lions. Many of the items arc auto-
graphed.

® “THE FANTASTICKS”

Nancy Gurwin's dlnner theater productlon of
Tom Jones and Harvey Schmidi’s musical “The
Fantasticks” begins lts regular run Saturday, Jan.
12, and continties Fridays-Saturdays gh
March. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for cocktails, with

dinner at 7:30, show at 8:45 p.m. Dinner and show ks
$17.95 per person plus tax and tip. The show s dl-
rected by Edgar A, Guest ITI of Birmlngham. Area
residents In the cast include Joe Lannen of Farm-

as Hucklebee and Dike Dwelley of West Bloomfleld
as Henry, For reservations eall 386-1300,

@ VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS

An cxhiblt called “A Victorian Christmas® contin-
ues at the Plymouth Historlcal Museum, 155 S,
Main, through Sunday, Jan. 6. Call 455-8840 for
more Informatlon.

® CHO!IR AUDITIONS

‘The Schooleralt College Community Cholr will
hold auditions for its winter-spring season prior to
its flrst rehcarsal of the new semester Tuesday,
Jan. B. Auditions will be held from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in
Room 310 of the Forum Buildlng at the college in
Livonia. Director is Robert Ballard, who is also
choral dlrector at Livonla's Franklln High School.
The cholr Is composed of 45 exprienced singers of
all ages representing 15 metropolltan arca com-
munities.

® HANSEL AND GRETEL
The play "Hansel and Gretel® wlll be pi
by G fons at Made

A{llv[klu Center, 36600 Schooleraft in Livonia, at 3
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 13. The production will utllize
such theater technl as mime and imp

tion. Tickets are $2 for zdults, $1 for students, seo-
{or cltizens and children under 12. School and youth
groups are welcome. For more Informatlon call
591-5058.
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