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‘Flat tax’ can help,
hurt Michigan — bank

‘The U, Treasury Department’s tax-reform pro-
posal — nicknamed the “flat tax” — would do
more harm and good for Michigan than qther

states, g 10 & sludy by M Bank
cconomlsts David L. Littmann and Patrick L. An-
derson,

The Treasury proposal would eliminate many
tax preferences tn exchange for lower tax rates,

The Litt d study that-the
lower tax rates and reduced government involve-
ment la the economy would ultimately make Michi-
gan and the country as a whole better off.

Hut the eliminatlon of some tax preferences such

- 78 percent of consumers would receive a tax cut,

Bank cconomists would most like to see changed,

THE BIGGEST gain to Michlgan would be the
Increase in after-tax income for indlviduals, Since

sales of automobiles and other Michlgan products

would be boosted.
Ut

ly, growth d the
standard of living of a country after an adjustment
perlod of one to three years. Michlgan could expeet
a higher standard of living, less Ppoverty and more

employment under the 'flat-tex’ plan,” said Ander-
son.

Blanchard vetoes voter bill-

Gov. James J. Blanchard has vetoed a
) blll to el b

gan's so-
called “two-tler" system of voter reglstra.
tlon and allow local clerks to purge thelr
e alter flve years.

“It upset me very much,” sald state Sen.
R. Robert Geake, R-Northvllle, the blll'a
sponsor. “The bill had bipartisan support of
leadera in both the House and Senate and
was cndorsed in concept by Secretary of
State Richard Austin,”

Geake, whose district covers Plymouth,
Canton, Llvonla and Redlord, was particu-
larly chagrined that the state League «f
Women Voters first supported the blll, then
wrote to Blanchard asking it be vetoed,

Blanchard's veto message charged the
blll would “Impose a more rigorous stna.

dard of vating frequency upon citizens”
without 1

o glog greater voter partici-
patlon, * -

THE BILL, suggested to Genke by Plym.
outh Township Clerk Esther Hulsing, would
have:

® Allowed names of Inactive voters to be
purged after five years. Current law allows
clerka to place the names of registered vot-
ers who bave been inactive for four years In
an “inactive” file and hold them for six
more years — the “two-tier” system which
clerks found burdensome,

® Required the clerks to send written no-
titication to the Inactive voter's last known
address. ‘The voter then could either write

BLANCHARD SAID, “1t 1s equally as im-
portant to initiate a comprehenslve ap-
proach to faciiltating voter reglstration as
it I3 to implement admintateative efficlen-
cles.”

The Democralic governor pointed to Sec-
retary of State Austin's proposals for in-
creasing voler particlpation, apparently un-
aware that Austin had publicly endorsed the
major terms of Geake's b1l

“Tha governor Is playing senscless parti-
san politics in opposltion ta good public pol-
Iey,” Geake aald in a statement, “The BOV-
emor has denled clerka the ability to main-
taln valid voter reglstration llats,”

He aaid he would relntroduce tho bill
when the in Janu-

to or call the clerk asking for relnstnt
ment,

ary.

o~

a3 the deduction for state and local taxes and the
for would
burt Michigan more than other states, .

“BECAUSE MICHIGAN is a high-tax, high-un- . ‘ g b >

cmployment state, these tax preferences currenily
{avor us, However, the 'ftat-tax’ plan would dra-
matically lower the tax burden of low-income fam-
{lies, which would help states like Michlgan,” ac-

cordlng to Anderson,
Michlgen bustnesses would Initially suffer under A 8 UW/\Y
the In certaln | i B CI_'\ 1 (o)

such a5 accelerated cust recovery system (ACRS)
and Investment Tax Credit (ITC).

But the “flat-tax" plan Indexes depreclation for
investment so Michigan would not suffer from the
( ravages of “taxflatlon” (paylng taxes on paper

profits caused by Inflatlon) as It did (n the 1970s,

N the loss of ¥ i
would be the blggest cost to Michigan under the
tax-reform proposal and the one Manufacturers
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Schooleraft College students will ba able to
tranafer Info several programs at Lawrence Insti-
tote of Technology in Southfleld without loss of
credlt under a so-called “articulation™ agreement,

"It should make our transfer students have an
casler time,” Schoolcraft Presldent Rlchard
McDowell told the board of trustees.

In an “artlculation” pact, College A gearn lts
Math 101 course to lead logleally into College B's
Math 102 —~ to repetitions of course materizal, no
gaps.

The agreement allows those who carn on assocl-
ate dnxre‘e lrarln Sc&oolcral( to enroll at LIT with. = e =
out loss of credit in three basic arcas:

® Bachelor of science with a major In busincss Owashable "at
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® Bachelor of science majors In humanlitles,
mathematles and computer sclence,
McDowell sald a student who does not deviate
' from the program can attend Schooleraft for two
years, transfer to LIT and complete the degree in
the same time as a student beglnnlng at LIT.
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4
1885 Cadillac which General Motors Corp. wants to
give the college's automotive program is
worth the $21,975 GM saya It’s worth,

“I don't want to be a party to it. It's a gut fecl-
Ing,” sald trustee Rosina Raymond, raislng an eye-
brow at the tax deduction GM stands to get.

McDowell said the price s “a sticker price. The
usual procedure ts for the donor to state the value.
It's between them (the donor) and the Internal Rev-
enue Servioe (as to its true worth),” McDowell sald.
"I don't want to go back to them or they may say
‘forget it.)

“We get few brand.new
president added,

Vlce president W. Kenneth Lindner said the Ca-
dillac was a pre-production model that was never
put into production,

Trustee Harry Greenleaf also questioncd GM's
statement of the value and won an amendment re-
qQuiring McDowell to ask GM for “a more precise
xu_;hcd value.”

¢ motlon passed 5.1, with Raymond dissenting.
Trustee Sharon Sarris, a GM employe, abstalned.

Without dlscussion or dlssent, the board accepted
glits of: $2,000 worth of scrap steel (2,000 16s.) from
Industrial Metal Fabricators Co, of Detralt, for the
welding program; $100 from Genltt!'s Inc., a North.
vllle restaurant, for fine arts scholarzhips; and $50
from the Livonia Buslness and Professional Wom-
en's club, for use by the Women's Resource Center.
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SAUNDRA FLOREK, assistant to the president,
reported the Schooleraft College Foundatlon, for
which she provides staff assistence, has 312 mem-
bers compared 10 294 for the 1983.4 school year,

“Our goal is 400 for this year, which ends June
30," Florek told the board,

The foundatlon has collected more than $29,000
already compared to $15,722 for all of last year,
she added. The foundation helps the college with
capltal glits and scholarships. Tt has scheduled o

“Logic, Maps and Chips: a Foray into Boolean . ' -
Algebra” will be the topic when the Detroit Metro- BNGHTON 518 Main S1reet 227.103) OPFEN
politan High School Mathematies and Computer OETXOIT 8311 Nnet Navode FYRT*Y —
gub n;ceL! nex&\v‘cﬁk at Lawrence Institute of I . l"l"l"“g":'n“ ;;:" ;q Roed 429.3300 :AON. m’lu FRI.
Teehuslogy, Soullield. . 'ort Sirowt 343177 AM6PM.
The mectlng starts at 7 p.m. Thrsday, Jan. 10, In o e § Savth Oreesbeck “r.
room S-321 of the Selence Buliding. LIls oy 150n CASHWAY oror T ot b 1veet Jan AT
W, Ten Mile Road. Regular meeting day fs the first ‘ 'n q B E n SOUTHIIND y M.5PM,
nﬂny of Ign;nong durlng!l‘hc nudemle)"ean . L UTICA " :’nn v:q"p.'ﬁ“.h.“‘ ::;:: SUNDAY N
essor Robert Hatch of LIT's School o Engl- WATIRPORD 7374 Highlend Rewd oUW .
neering will present the lecture, which I8 open rrnANT 29 Necth buren arie 10A.M. 3P,
the publlc without charge. K 1 :
h”ngtlge l«:luTrg will ('!;: :mbcggmggr{-‘ror- Our low prices Some lhm-mml&:;-l:ﬂc:n «ll locmilons, PRICES GOOD
tran ¢l at 8 pm. Those attending the Fortran i i o Y. JAN, 2.9
class are required lo stay for the regular 7 pam. help you make it. . AN.2

meeting. The Fortran class is part of a series of
five olfered during the academic year,
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