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Novel loaded
with intrigue

By Pearl Ahnen
spoclol writor

“Sugartown,” Loren D, Estlemnan,
Houghton Mifflin $13.95

“Sugartown,” by Loren D. Estleman,
of Whitmore Lake, is a fast-paced book
that continues the adventures of Amos
Walker, private eye.

Estleman has written other Amos
Walker mysterics, all set In Detroit,
“Sugartown" is the echo of Detrolt and
{he reader will recognlze the teuth in
the author's broad canvas of the clty.
The details of life in Detrolt are in the
boak, though they are arranged so that
they tell a story of intrigue.

As the novel opens, Amos Walker s
hired by a very old woman who speaks
with a Polish accent. She wants him to
tind her grandson, Mlchael, whe has
been missing for 19 years. The grand-
son disappeared shortly after his fa-
ther, mother and slster were found
dead in their

Accordiag to the pollce report the fa-
ther killed his wife and daughter, while
Michael was In school. After the two
murders, the father killed himsell. But
that's not the whole story.

THE INTRIGUE begins when a
Russlan author, exlled and famous,
hires Walker, The novellst belleves that
someone is trylng to suppress his next
book by killleg him.

In the mecantlme, the Russian is in
Detrolt, hlding out in the Westin Hotel.
Walker, the private eye, finds his own
llfe In jeopardy when he suddenly real-
lzes that there Is o strange relationship
between the two cases,

The novel ts fleshed out with Estle-
man’s frank critiques of the strategles
and tactles employed by private Inves-
tigators, Jf Walker doesn't know all the
hangouts, bars, loan sharks, informers
and cx-cops In Detroit and Ham-
tramck, he knows the ones that count.

There Is a fine mixture of street peo-
ple and stralght people in the novel.
This Is Estleman's fifth (n the Amos
Walker series and It's as palnsiakingly
researched as the others. The author di-
vides his time beiween wrillng myster-
les and westerns. Bath genres are
marked by close attentlon to detall.

Estleman deftly turns Detroit street
life Into an assct. What is omltted ls
heard all the more loudly for its ab-
sence and the emotlonal impact of the
novel s the greater.

Above all, the book Is about the frus-
trations and contradicltons in what out-
wardly appears to be a healthy and
well-knit famlly that eventually proves
to be sinister and deadly.

Although the case of the three kill-
ings was ofticlally resolved and closed
by the Detrolt Pollce 19 years ago, stitl
lingering is the dark question raised

Loren Estloman

about the family when Walker Is hired
to tind the mlssing grandson.

THERE ARE plenty of confronta-
tlons and Interviewa by Walker over
drinks — suprisingly, the drink is

sometlmes milk — as he sceks out -

clues from ex-cops, welrd characters
and the obligatory pretty woman, &
nurse who is companfon to the old
woman.

Why the title "Sugartown?” Early In
the mystery the author explalns that
Detrolt was known as Sugartown long
before Motown was the vogue. The
name was planed on the city by the la-
borers who came to Detroit seeking the
promise of work and kigh wages.

As Walker gets caught in the grip of
intrigue and burrows deeper into the
motives and loyzlities of his cllents, It
Is clear that author Estleman wand-
cred the streets, bars and shadows ln
order to bring allve both Detroft and
Hamtramek.

The book ends with an cxtraordinary
solution teld (n such 2 matter-of-fact
manner that the reader [ all the more
shocked by it. It’s a tense, gripping sto-
ry, one that keeps the reader guesalng
untll the last paragraph.

Estleman has writien 16 navels. The
young and prollfic author published hls
first book, “Oklehoma Punk,” in 1976
when he was 24 years old, He s a grad-
uate of Eastern Mlchigan University
and a veteran pedlce-beat fournalist,

Several of hls mysteries have been
honored as Beat Mysteries of the Year
by the New York Times Book Revlew.
Hls western, “Aces & Eight,” won the
1981 Golden Spur Award of Lhe West-
ern Writers of America. He has been
nominated for two Shamus awards, of-
fered by the Private Eye Writers of
America,

Loren Estleman will be autographing

copies of “Sugartown,” 5-7 p.m.

Thursday at Birmingham Bookstore, 263
Pierce, Birmingham. This is the newest
mystery featuring the hard-boiled
dectective, Amos Walker. Among the
others are “Angel Eyes,” “The Midnight
Man” and “The Glass Highway.”

A fresh glimpse of reality

By Corlnne Abatt
statf weltor

‘The New Reallsm show at Robert Kidd Assocl-
ates Gallery of Birmlingham presents enough dif-
ferent viewpolnts for everyone to {Ind a favorite.

New Reallsm, Ray Fleming of the gallery cx-
plained, is something other than photo reatlsm
which he labeled “old fashioncd.”

From tooking at the many works In the show
(some 65 artists are reprcsented), there's less
alavishness to exacting Imagery and more con-
cern wlth expressing an idea with solid aesthetics
and a strong point of view.

While not all of the works in the show are as
Innovative as some might wish or expeet, it is
relatively safe, pleasing, and at some points, ex-
clting.

It's a show to tour, savor and return to for a
sccond, more intensive “go round.”

The gallery staff did some four months of look-
Ing and researching to come up with the offerings,

SOME of the artists such as Deborah Butter-
fleld, Ralph Golngs, Charles Bell and John Cars-

man are well known natlonelly. Others are De-
trojters, a few still working In the area. Many are
from other atates.

One of the outstanding works in the show Is the
polyester, resin and ofl palnted torso of a young
women In a string baklni, “Sunburn™ by Carol
Jeane Feuerman. This plece, done with an obvious
respect for the Greek tradition, shows great skill
and seasltvity.

Several other outstanding pleces are John Cars-
man’s large street scene painting which locks a
lot like Nantucket; Ralph Golngs' stlll life, a close
up of a salt and pepper shakers; Alberto Mag-
nani’s palntings of underwear; Ron Isaac’s paint-
ing, “Grey Satln Bed Jacket with Hand Shadows;™
and, Brian Curtls’ ofl on masonlte, “The Noble
House.” The house in the latter is in Ann Arbor.

Hllo Chen’s two watercolors of tullps and lilles
are amazing, considering the medium, It Is pleas-
ant to see local sculptor Gail Rosenbloom Kaplin
represented. Her sculpture, & camera and carry-
ing case, is 50 close to the real thing that it takes
some looking to be certaln,

Robert Gnlewek's Inclusion in the show i5 wel-
come. He's another Michlgan street seene painter

) Townsend, Birmlingham.

“The Noble House,” at left by former De-
troiter Brian Curtls ls on Division Street
in Ann Arbor. The painting, ofl on ma-
sonite, i» rich In contrast and very strik-
ing. The unusual work above, “Gray Bad-
acket with Hand Shadows,” by Ron
Isaacs is three dimensicnal acrylic on
birch plywood, but from a distance, It
rppour- to be a two-dimensional paint-
ng. - .

Staff photos by Jerry
Zolynsky

whose oll, “Dave’s Restaurant,” shows growth in

the hand)ing of both paint and light. This also ap-

plies to George Kozman of Cleveland, who had a

small exhiblt at Kidd gallery about a year ago. He
moved from gs of ar

detalling [n crayon and pencil to the large acrylle

on masonite which Ls In thls show,

MANY of these arilsts speelallze in only one
area of subject matter. In dolng thls they stot
right into the profcssional style of the 1980s,
where speclatlzations of ten survival,

Some, like Michael Mahoney, pupll of Robert
Wllbert, are stlll In the exploring-for-subject mat-
ter stage. Others, like Mary Ann Currler (acorn
squash oll pastel on muscum board) simply show
extensive art skills,

Popular art lecturer Hope Palmer will glve a
program, “New Amcrican Realism,” at 8 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 15 In the gallery, Public Invited. No
charge.

‘The exhibit contlnues through Saturday,, Jan.
26. Hours are 10:30 a.m. te 5:30 p.m. Tuesday-
Saturday, until 9 p.m. Thursday and Friday, 107

Wins international honor

Bertha Cohen revived her Intersat In
inting at ingham Bloomfield Art

L
Association after moving here with her
family. She was born and raised In Bra-
xil,

By Corlnne Abalt
stalf writer

A delight{ul thing happened to Bertha Cohen in Morristown,
N.J.,, where the Bloom{lcld Hills artist had an exhibition of her
palntings carller this year. It included much of her one-artist
show at Galdo of last May.

One of the visitors in New Jersey represented Carton de Ven-
czucla, a prestigious group which sponsors a yearly traveling
exhibltion of works by artlsts of Latln American descent.

Cohen, born in Brazll, qualified in that respect. The only other
requlsite, as stated in the catalog, is quality, and she met that
requlrement, too. So much 0, that, after seeing 20 of her slides,
she war commissloned to do a plece for the show from which
Iimited editlon prints were made, The exhibition will open at
the Museum of Contemporary Arts in Caracas and travel from
there to major cilies throughout the world,

Cohen’s large acrylie, “E) Rey” {the king), which she did espe-
clally for the travellng exhibition, Is typical of her imagery that

- Is both playful and serious, this one with background of regal

purple.

“This puts me Into the realm of more international art," she
sald, adding that she is thrilled to be part of a line of exhibltions
that in the past has Included Internationally known artiats such
as Tamayo ang Cuevas.

u *The king,” she sald, “has been in my imagery for a long
me.”

She Is doing several more In the same series and now fecls
secure in her style and approach to her art. *El Rey” is the first
time she has ever had limited edltiod prints of her work done:
‘The 150 prints were done by an ateller in New York Ciiy who
was dolng an cdltlon of Pleassos when she walked in to su-
pervLie hers.

Cohen zafd, “I hope thls can open doors for me — I'm fn such
a relaxed mood Inslde now. It feels good. My work has the same
passlon thal always wenl Into 1L, . . and I contlnue to work
Irom wlithin.”

Cohen has always drawn on her Brazillan heritage and a fam-
1ly background that Includes muale and al) the performing and
the visual arts.

In the most recent Carton de Venezuela invitatlonal the art-
Ists were from Argentina, Brazil, Colombla, Honduras, Mexlco,
Puerto Rico and Veneruela,

Just days after this news, Cohen learned that she was select-
ed to be one of four artists [n "Expo No. 4" to be held at the
Northport Galleries of Newport, N.Y. in March. The juror was
Phyllis Brass, New York Times art critic. The competition was
nationwide.

Cohen who studles at Blrmingham Bloomfield Art Assocla-
tion, Is represented locally by Schweyer Galdo Gallerles of Bir-
gham,

) . - i
“El Rey® the king, has a generous
amount of royal purple In the painting.
‘Thia Is the first of Bertha Cohen's paint-
Ings to be used for s limited edition
print. it Is part of a continuing serles she
Is doing on monarchs.




