Patterson targets ‘care

By Tim Richard
stalf wrltor

PATTERSON'S plan contalns 10 chapters of
1 mplex All st

E CALLS IT "a modest plan But Qak.
land County Proseculor L. Brooks
Patterson's new program for crimtnal
justice reform contains two bombshells

almed at two politically potent grovps whoare Ina -

posltlon to fight him,

* Palterson’s plan i3 to limit sharply (he diseretion
of 1) county prosecutors and 2) Judges In trylng and
sentenelng defendants,

“Prosecutors should be required to Toutinely
charge felons who have prior convictlons as ‘carcer
criminals’ whenever peasible,” writes Pattorson in
a 31-page esyay lssued in December,

“Decause of the demonstrated lenicncy of the
courls when sentenclng habitual felons, the leglsla.
ture should create severe mandatory penalties
for carcer eriminals when convicted under a for-
mal ‘eareer crimlinal prosecutlon.’

. PROSECUTORS are jealous of thelr

compl stem
Irom a single starting point — the lnck of swift,
sure, harsh punishment for those who commlt
crimes, particularly crimes of violence.

“0f the more than 600,000 major felontes report-
ed (In 1980), only 88,858 were solved or ‘clearcd by
arrests.’ In that sama year, a mere 4,087 people
went o prison. ’

“The alarming bottom line: Only .08 percent of

- the felons who committed more than one-half mi)-
lton mafor felonies in Michigan were put behind
bars,” he said.

Starting his fourth four-year term this w
Patterson frequently has found hinself at odds
with the crimlnal justice establishment over his

er criminals’
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[

percent of crimey are committed by persons al- :
ready out of jail on ball bond and awalting court
dispositlon of thelr carller cases.

Court rules for setting of bond should consider

‘The state must adopt mandatory sentencing
for vioient crimes, especislly those Involving
career criminals.”

— L. Brooks Patterson

“‘protection of the public,” a facior not

considered. Judges should be allowed (o deay bond
not only In murder cases but also in “career crimnl-
al” cascs awalting "accelerated tria). . 4

JUVENILES — Ha of all persons arrested for
majot crimes are younger than 20, Patterson would
lower the juvenlle age in Michigan from the cur-
rent 18 to 14,

He would abolish the law that forces juvenlle
courts to relinquish control over the youth once he
treaches age 19. “There nlho)uld be provisions ma

The lmemau&nal House of Pancakes Restaurant

sentenclng, prison building and capltal punish
proposals.
Here i3 an outline of Patterson's proposaly:

CAREER CRIMINALS ~ About 15 percent of
hnni-coty‘ criminals commit 70-80 percent of

y to

charge defendants as they see (It.
* One could sce this when the leglstature debated a
county home-rule bili and when the Wayne County

rter Commlsslon wrote the first such charter in

Ichgian.

\; Prosecutors Insist on belng separately elecled,
nat appoinied by a county exceutive (the way the
U.S. president appoints an attorney general), Pro-
decutors argue that by anywering to the vaters, they
¢an free themselves from pressures of a bigher-up
to show lenlency to politically potent defendants.
. The same argument surfaced in 1992 when the
Michigan Leglslature debated tougher drunk driv-
Ing laws. While Mothers Agolnst Drunk Drlving
{MADD) argued for prison terms for third-offense
drunk drlvers, prosecutors [n effeet argued they
should be free lo charge o drinking drlver with
“ilrst offense” as many times as they decmed prop-
er.

DITTO WITH clrcuit judges. A malfor battle —
won by he judges — during the 1984 sesslon of the
leglslature was over the extent to which judges
should be required by law to impose stiff senterices.

The judges won. The bill died (n committee, and
the Michigan Supreme Court imposed sentenclng
“guidellnes” for the judges.

Patterson's “modest” proposal attacks the judicl-
ary head-on:

“Such guidelines should be the responsibillty of
the fegislature. The attempt by the Supreme Court
to nsurpulhal authority Is clearly objectionable on
that basts.

“There [s no quarre] that an uncomfortable
disparity in sentencing exists, but I suggest the
remedy for correcting that abuse is mandatory sen-
tenclng for all crimea. Certainly (he atote must
ndopt mandatory sentencing for violent crimes, c3-
peclally those Involving career eriminats.”

B

crimes, F and judges “underutilize” the
taw for special prosecutlon of career criminals,

Prosccutors should be required to charge felons
with prior convictions za “carcer criminals” when-
ever possible. These cases should be docketed for
accelerated trlal — 45 days instead of the permiss)-
ble slx months. Penattles should be mandatory, not
1eH to judicial discretion,

SENTENCING — The leglslature should man-
date penaitles. Victims of crime should be allowed
ta speak In open court regarding sentencing of the
convleted person who tnjured them,

Michigan felons convicted of multiple crimes
currently serve thelr prison terms concrrently —
that i, all at the same Ume. Palterson argues for
making sentences consecutive ause: “Once a
person hay committed onc breaking and entering,
he might as well commit 100 because he can only
serve one prison term."

PAROLE MEFORM — He would abollsh the
State Parole Board, which exercises no Jjudgment
but simply calculates prison populatlons and eligl-
ble release dates,

He would aballsh “the dangerous charade of half-
way houscs," which would be unnecessary If there
were ne “time off for good behavior. Patterson
contends halfway houses are poorly supervised
anyway,

Under his system, every convict would scrve his
full term and could not be given *“dlsciplinary cred-
Its” for good behavlor, o3 currently permitied. On
the contrary, he would set up a system of additlonal
prison time for bad behavlor,

Parole heatlngs, now open only to the prisoner,
would be apen to prosecutors, police and even vie-
tims of erime belore a prisoner could be relensed
on parole.
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tected upon his release,

School children should be required by law to
spend at least two years In a character-bullding
program, sucll as scoutlng. Schools would monltor
their partlelpation.

PRISON SPACE -- Under present law, the gov-
crnor must lop 90 days off prisoners’ sentences
when state prisons become overcrowded. Patterson
argues that, alnce the law bas been invoked nine
Umes, some prisoners bove had as much as nine
times 90, or 810 days, cut from their sentences.

He would provide more prison space without
ralslng taxes by converting existing bulldings, As
alles, he poloted to 1) the former Kinross air basa in
the Upper Peninsuln, 2) the Wayne Counly Elolse
property in Westland and 8) the Clinton Valley Hos-
pltal near Pontlae,

He also would allow “double bunking" of prison-
ers.
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