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YO SING HERE -- Nancy
Whitlock plays o leading
role in the song-drama I
Wonder,"” fo be presented in
the Covenant Community
Church, 25800 Student,
Redford Township, at 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 12. Tak-
ing part will be the Youth
Choir of the First Baptist
Church of Sportanburg, S.C.
Ronaid K. Wells is composer
and director.

Rev Lester Kinsolving's

ion Update

National attention focused
upon Berkeley, California’s
Arlington Community Cyurch
where, in the summer of 1967,
Sunday morning worship was
dropped in favor of Wednesday
evening services. Church at-
tendance _promptly  increased
by 36 percent.

Nevertheless, the expenmenl
was far from a success. Older
members of this United Church
of Christ were

the Wednesday evening ser-
vices are innovative indeed —

* but the Sunday services remain

traditional. This avoids a
considerable  amount ' of
acrimony and intra-parochial
strife.

On Wednesday nights, ,the
pews are removed in favor of
mgl‘ on which the congregation
sits. The walls are covered with
posters, the ceiling with

unhappy over this change and,
as a result, Sunday services
were later resumed in addition
to the midweek ones,

This move has apparently
solved a problem that has af-
flicted many churches. Stated
simply, it is that i

ithe
music is generally mod {the
congregation sings fgr more
than in most services where
singing is left largely to' the
choir), and the lllumlnalmrl is
by strobe lights.

The cnngregauon engagos in

services are not bringing in the
youth and some adulls for
whom the old ways have lost
meaning.

Yet “innovative worship,”
with modern music and |
liturgical experimentation, has
alienated many of - the older
members. Change comes hard |
for these. Witness the rmms!er
in another church who wanted !
to relocate the altar, and,
recognizing his congregation’s |
resistance to change, did so by
moving il one inch per month:
until it had reached lls‘
destinalion. | y

AT ARLINGTON CHURCH..
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SI Pnulx Ev. lulh:un Church
7310 Farmingion

roro i Knclun 294 -

Worthio Services, 830 ard il a1t
Sunday hool

in Plymoull-

SI ter's Ev. Lulheun Ch.

ger 4533391
Worhip Services § arg 1030 am
Sondey School- 915 4 m

In Redford Townthip —
Lola Park Ev. Lutheran Ch.
14730 Kinloth

Patior Edwurd Zell 5328655
oo Sarvces: & 40 11 4
Sonday Sehol: 545 4

in Wesiland —

Our Saviour Ev. Lutheran Ch,

n st Farmingten Rd.

Pai Dk & demor 7SI

Warship Service 10.1
v Shools 9:15

PRINCE OF PEACE
LUTHERAN CHURCH
{Missouri Synod)

12 Mile a1 Farmington Rd.
4740210
Rev. Victor H. thesenbring
Viorship Service
8 and 10-45 am.
(Nursery Provided)
Sunday School 9.15 am

FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH and SCHOOL
30000 Five Mile Rosd
Pasior Roger H. Schleet
Worship 8 and 10 a.m
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Services — 833 "ard
oy Frovideds
Sunday Schogl ung Bitle Clanes
90 s,

e

ST. MATTHEW
LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Read at Baschwood

Rex Faul Hagedorn, Postor
Servces 8ond 1l am
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LUTHERAN CHURCH
- OF THE RISEN CHRIST

Missouri Synod

Ann Arbor Road
S5 B o Prymaun

Rev. Kenneth E. Zielke
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9 am.

Worship Service 10:15 am.
(Nursery Provided)
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HOLY CROSS
30650 West Six Mile
Pastor Wiham €. Unahoim
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ANTIOCH
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Paster Carl Kaireidar
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in Rediord —

ST. JOHN'S

13542 Mercedes.

Wenbio and Soeday Scheal
9:45 ana 11 am

GOOD SHEPHERD

26212 W. Six Mile Road

FPastor Godirey €. Alberti
537.3778 §37.6272
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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN
CHURCH
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* ASCENSION
25301 Five Mile Reod, Livenia

W 9d 1 15 — My
Chureh School- 10

Phone 425.4319 o1 425.9081

" For information please call
Miss Kathy Porter - 4223172

39020 Five Milo Rd.
between Newburgh

and Haggerly Roods
Office Phona 464.0211

The Rev. Fred Balke, Pastor

Minister
Rev. Richard Cempbell

Helen and Jack Trudgeon
Directors of Music

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

{Missouri Synod})

Sunday Wu!:hm Service
9 a.m. and

Nursery and Sunday Schaol
during both services

CONGREGATIONAL

MT. HOPE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
30330 Schoolcraft Rosd — 425.728
Sunday Service a1 1030 a.m. Worship and Chrch scha

(an equwalenl ol the ancient
“kiss of peace”) and such
special observances as
Wednesday in a darkened mcm
(to represent the catacombs) or

: Good Friday in which there

" were “stations of the Cros§
with a young girl portraying
Jesus, stumbling under | the
weight of the cross, and spund
effects of the crucxhxmn
nailing.

* REACTIONS from | the
Sunday congregation to mae
‘Wednesday evening gom(sﬂn
are varied, but in the main
‘tolerant — especxally in viéw of
the church's growthin a time of _
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REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA

CHURCH OF THE SAVIOR
Reformed Church in America
38100 Five Mile Road

4&!065 JOY ROAI

Main Street
Baptist Chur:h

Sovthes
9451

e Gav. 13 magen, Pastar
7227305

Sunday Schoel
. o

Eveniry Worgnn
Wedneday Service .
“'DEAF MINISTRY'

Livonia Baptist Church

940 Sch i
2 Biacks Emnt of Fannngtn Road
22378

Rev. Elvia Clark, Postor - 4741079
t

Eoe
Wedneidey Sereice
Sesvices interpreted for the deal

Bethany Bar'ist Church

Wil RE., V2 Mils West
n R 7319

Sunday_Schoo!

Wonhig
Wed. Bibis Srody

A Christ-Centered Men

Or. Bert C. Kreller, Pavtor
261083

'_University Hiils Church
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Auitding U
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Sunday Scheol 930G am
Divire Viorship . . 1039 a4
Everarg (tudy Grecps B
Nwsew Ca e is Prcv ded a' AI‘
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464-1082 lnv Luthsr Raymeyes, Pastor 4270122
CALVARY. NEWBURG
BAPTIST BAPTIST
CHURCH CHURCH

nationally reported decreases
in church attendance. One
elderly lady smiled and ob-
served: “It's just like the old-
fashioned camp meetings - but
for worship, ] come on Sunday.”

Attorney  Jack  Weldon
comments: “My wife like. it,
but 1 am a traditlonalist; ii just
isn’t church (o me. Yet we both
often go to both services, and
there are many moving
moments when you get to know
people better than in a coffee
hour.”

Mrs. Weldon: “When I come
out of one of those Wednasday
evening services, I fe
want to hug everybody!” 'l‘hen
she added: ““But I aiso need the
calmness and renewal of
Sunday morning.”

DR. JAMES RICHARDSON,
chairman of the church’s board
of deacons, notes that the
Wednesday evening services
“have the strong point of per-
son-to-person  relationship
rather than most of the
congregation  remaining
passive and leaving most of the
worship to-the choir and the
minister.”” On the other hand,
he says: “If all services are that
innovative; you can lose a great
many of the older people — who
are ms] as_important as the

others.”
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Westland Baptist
.Church

35375 Ann Arbor Trail

(Brtwean. Wayne and Newburl

Edwrd H. Deguille, Paviar
<nmn nm asss
9:45

Sunday
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North Farmingten
Baptist Church

(Amaricon Bophist Convention)
2500 W. Thirteen Mis

{betwsen Orchard Lake and
Farmington Rds.)

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10 a.m.
Nunary

{Next fo Stevens

Phone 261

Graml /a'uer ga,zlij[ C/mrr/x
of oLivonia
34500 Six Mile Road

CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES
FOR THE WHOI.E FAMILY *

9:3
MOR NING WORSHIP
10:40

AIR CONDITIONED AND NURSERIES

10n High)
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Most Unusual Ministry
30th Anniversary

Marks

BY JOSEPH RADELET
ST. JOHN SEMINARIAN

In this article, I would like
to pursue the question of the
relationship between religion
and social problems. begun in
the July 2526 weekend edition
of The Observer Newspapers.

The point 1 would like to
make is concerned with how
religion can become involved
in combating social problems,

The war in Vietnam can
provide an example.

THE TASK before it is to
bring the gospel message to
bear on the matter of the war
in Vigtnam. If the gospel mes-
sage has nothing to say on the
matter of this war. then we
are bound to admit that Chris-
tianity - whose task is to save
all nations -- cannot utter a
word about the most crucial
action in which our country
has been invalved during the
last decade.

Christians were evidently
silent in Germany during
World War 11 about” Naziism.
There was vbviously a con-
trast between the gospel mes-
sage and the Naziism of Hitler,
but fF»\ Christians spoke out in
these ter

Their task. as ours should be
in the matler of the Vietnam
war. was to bring the guspel
mesyage Lo bear on the sita-
tion

! P

THE GOSPEL should be.
exarmined @ 1o how it may
purtain to an action such as
the Vietnam war. The values
of the gospuls should be
gleaned out: peace-making
fogiveness. compassion. love
for neighbors and of encmies
dotng goud to those who hate
vou and the tact that Jesus
aceepted a death on the cross
so that He would rise agam

How do these biblical values

i

1

d("Ecumenical Reflections”

erld.

A
il

REV. ELSIE JOHNS (Observer photo by Gerald Gazda)

stand in the face of the war in
Yietnam? The answer is not
simple. .

Some Christians have re-
plied as paciiistst saying that
the gospel prutlaims that no
Christian may fight in a war

Other  Christrans have re-
plicd that Jesus was against
the work of the devil. com-
munism is the work of the
devil and that we as Christians
have no choice but to fight in
Wars against conununists

is  cofumn in which Observ-

4 clergymen and lay leoders ore invited fo present

me.‘ i deas on chuich and religious fopics of general interest.

Arvy‘%ne interested is invited fto parficipate.

Contributions

thodld be one fo two pages of double-spaced typing and
inay be moiled to the Church Editor, Observer Newspapers,
271 S. Mam, Plymouth 48170.1

By MARGARET MILLER
Church Editor
Clarencevidie United Metb-
udist Church will pause, after
its evening service Sinday.
Aug. 9. 1o pay tribute to the
Rev. Elsie Johns on her $uth
anniversary as minister of the
congregatio
Thirty

is a long time
for a Methodist mimister (o
stay. i une chuch. and Elsie
Jubps way be the vnly one 1
Michigan 1o have done it

plains this bright-eved.
LnLI‘gCIK woman who is known

lhe congregation:
se of my unusual

-i|u;mu
THE WORD
would be an

“unusual™

~He told me he didn"* t expect
me to be there an munlh:
she remembered. “Just give
the church a decent closing he
said.”

SO ELSIE kept her office
job but headed out to the little
old frame church at Col-

“lingham and Grand River.

It looked awful. There was
no waler in the church except
when it rained. I guess there
had once been an outhouse, but
sumeone had carted it off.

~1 was there for five Sun-
days, and no one else came. So
Idecided to concentrate on-the
children-1 figured if 1 could
get them to come, their par-
ents would come with them.”

That led to a visit to the off-

for any part of her ministry.

“People ask me il 1 was
called to be a preacher.”” stie
said. [ tell them no. 1 was
drafted.”

The first draft notice came
when Elsie was a young wom-
an. busy in Epworth League
work in_her home church in
* Highland Park.

Hpr minister, Dr. George
Olnjstead, told her then he was
utting her up for a local
predcher's license and ex-
pecfed her to fill the pulpit for
hmgmmming and evening
services on a certain Sunday.

“I can’t do thal.” she luld
him.

’[‘hen there will be no serv-
ies.” was his reply. “You
have a lot of ability that you
don’t use unless you are
pushed. And I got a green light
from the Lord to make you use
your ability.”

Recalling il later, Elsie
Johns said she was sure her
pastor “sensed that I could do
things but I was afraid.”

. e e

THERE WAS. nio thought of
fear when her next draft call

came. .
The year was 1941 and tiny
iClarenceviile Methodist
‘Chyrch, way out Grand River,
swned to be op ‘its Jast legs.
Totn by dissention, the church
was about to be closed by the
Methedist Conference.

No ordained minister could
be sent there; because there
was no congregation to pay a
salary. So Bishop Raymond J.

ployed as supervisor of book-
keeping and billing by National
Twist and Drill,

ice of the Cl school
superintendent in search of a
list of names to contact.

“He told me that he didn't

. know who I was or where I had

come from, but he thought [
should go back there.”” she
said. “He told me the Clar-
enceville area was so bad that
he had to go to court every
week with kids who were in
trouble with the law.

I decided that if that was
the sﬂllalum T-had better
stay.”

WHEN A COUPLE a! fami-
lies came. Blsie immediately
sel up a Sunday School fof the
children, bringing water from
home and utilizing a nearby
gasoline station for bathroom
facilities until she could’ per-
suade the Methodist 'confer-
ence to put plumhing mla the
old structure. \

It took a long time and 2
lot of praying.” sdys Elsie in
another understatemient. About
the time she began the minis-
try. National Twist and Drill
‘moved its plant from Highland
Park to Rochester, Mich. So
the lady minister made almost
daily trips from Highland Park
to Rochester to Clarenceville.

But by 1954 the old building
had been remodeled and shined
up ard the congregation had
grown to the point where a
full-time minister was needed.

Of course the members
wanted Elsie to stay. And
though she.was 50 years od
and not too far from retire-
ment and pension, she again

Wade called Elsie, then em-* accepted lhe drall mll

THE SUCCESS STORY of

« Clarenceville United Methodist

Other Christians have taken
a stance sumewhere between
these two-positions.

SO WHERE does the Chris-
tian go? Or. to take a more
specific example. where does
the preacher go?

First of all: he does not go in
the direction that many do.
saying the scriptures have
nothing to say about the mat-
ter.

The fact that scripture is
Church since that time could
be told in any number of ways.

There are nuw 1.225 mem-
bers, anti last year the church
was one of five in the Detroit
Western Conference to receive
more than 50 on confession of
faithi. ¢

vln»l’ﬁa, the church built its
beautiful education structure
at Middlebelt and Eight Mile in
Livonia. The cost was 320,000
and the'debt is now down to
75,000 so Elsie and her con-
regation hope to begin work
planned new sanctuary
h 1971,

‘Inlerms of participation and

activity, the church can point
lo five choirs: a Bible school

(hat: averaged 400 in daily at-
tendance this summer. twe
vouth camps and regular Sun-
dav. and midweek services
throughout the year.

! One of Elsie’s great prides is
that her church has sent two
young men to the M\mstry
Bob Goudie. serving in a Wa-
terford church. and Bill Smith
who. is associale minister at
Aldersgate United Methodist,
Redford Township.

e

“THIS IS an old-fashioned
Methodist church. not too
much different from the one 1
grew up in.”" Rev. Johns said.
~Of the two extremes, liberal
and *conservative. 1'd rather
be conservative.

“[ know everybody doesa’t
feel that way, but that makes
fife interesting.”

1 After she had served 25

years, Elsxe s congregation

gave her a trip around the
world.

Y This time there wil be &’

dmner and a reception. and

probably, plenty of tributes,

from appreciative members.
: P

i LOOKING BACK, Elsie
Johns feels she'd do it again
much the same.

I I love every aspect of
bexng a minister,” she said.
~That means the preaching,
the admlmslrauan and espe-
cially the peop!

“11l never be e up with the
church or its people. You have
to take life as il is and give it
xhe best }on can.’

" e Be patient &

variously interpreted does not
mean that interpretation
should ot be given. Nor does
it mean that all interpretations
have equal weight. Some inter-
prelanun; are claser 10 the
meaning and spirit of the
scripiures thau others.

Qur task is to evaluate
which interpretations are most
authentic. |

Sunilarly, as our country’s
Constitution is interpreted in
various ways, our pesilion
should be to try|to find which
interpretation is{most authen-
tic rather than fo dismiss the
Constitution as irrelevant just
because various interpreta-
tions are offered, .

o bring the
ron a situa-
Vietnam war.
rongregation

IN ORDER
scriptures to be:
tivn such as the
the Christian
may

® Evaluate the congrega-
tiun’s record over the past few
years. What has|the congrega-
tion done to be 3 peacemaker?
Has the congregation done
anything? Has [the preacher
ever preached on the subject
of the gospels in relation to the
Vietnam war?

@ Center the
efforts around o
certed actions during the year.
Passibilities are involvement -
in a political campaign. a se-
ries of discussions with the
neighborhood draft board. set-
ting up draft cojinseling serv-
ices or giving ayd to war-torn
nations. Around {these actions
may also come discussions.

congregation’s
e or two con-

“lectures or movies. Thus the

congregation moves toward
being well-informed and ac-

tive. .
ith conflicting

views and try tq have several
views presented |in discussions
on in preaching. The congrega-
tion can then discuss and eval-
udte on the basis of hearing
manv views instead of just
orle.

WHATEVER [THE ACTION
taken by a Christian congrega-
tion, it is important most of all
to avoid_lethatgy. to avoid

uncommitment’” to avoid
doing nol

Qur ongmal point is that the
gospel message must be
brought to bear|on the crucial
problems we (ace today. This
is our task as Chyristians.

Church Holds
Rummage Sale

‘The Sacred Heart Byzantine
Catholic Church, 29125 W. Six
Mile in Livonia, will sponsor a
rummage and bake goods sale
on'Aug. 8 from ¢ a.m. to 2 p.m.

feature a white
and a bake

The sale will
elephant bootl
w12 booth alopg with back-to-
school clothes for children,
sports equipmjent, furniture
and hansehald tems.

Bible School
Morning Worship
Sunday Evening .

WERE MOVING!
;/(PH(UOD(/ C/Hll‘L‘/l ()/ C/’llll

Welcomes You :
to Services at a New Location
20200 MERRIMAN ROAD, LIVONIA
of Eight Mile Rood |
BEGINNING SUNDAY AUGUST 23

9.45 am.
11:00 a.m
HOpm

y Eve:
Tnterim Sereices with Memariol Chirch ol et
. 35475 Five Mile Road, Livonia

47&7084




