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Angry mothers protest
teacher who transfers

By Tom Baer
slalf writer

Some of the 12 angry mothers who
domlinated Tuesday's meeting of the
Farmington Board of Education may
want to adopt that old *rather flght
than switch” cigarctic commercial as
thelr rallying ery.

A (iith-grade teacher swilched
schoals in the middle of the year, and
the parents of her former students
seemed ready to flght about it.

“We're upset,” sald Chickle Fayne,
one of the mothers. "We feel that these
children have gotten the shaft.”

Her comment was typlcal of several
heard by the board of education during
a stormy “public Inquiries and com-
ments” segment of the meetlng.

‘The problem stems from teacher Au-
drey Bowditch's decision to leave For-
rest Elementary for Gill last month, a
move allowed by the teachers’ contract
with the board. Bawdltch waa replaced
at Forrest by Evelyn Kaplan.

“Normally we don’t llke transfers,
but they have a right to do It according
to the contract,” s;ld Lewls Schulman,

of
Schools “We really donl have that
many.

Howdlich's sell-transfer may have
been legal, but 1t lIeft the Forrest par-
ents fecling that their chlldren were
Lha losers. The youngsters would have
trouble adfusling to a new teacher in
the middlc of the school year, the par-
ents told the board.

The same thing — a teacher tranafer
in mld year — happened last year with
many of the same Forrest students,
then fourth-graders, a parent com-
plalned.

SCHULMAN, SPEAKING of “obliga-
tons to our employees and obtlgations
to our students,” agreed with most of
%he parents’ sentiments on the trans-
ers.

“We agree with you 1,000 percent
that a change during the year does not
beneflt the children or the school,”
Schulmanp sald. “We're not the least bit
Euppy about thls change, not the least

it

“But we'll do everything In our pow-
er to make the remalnder of the school
year a good one for your youngsters.”

Some parents suggested that mid-
year teacher transfera be outlawed in
the next contract the board signs with

“We'll try to make every elfort,
when negotiations come up mgaln, to
correct the altuation,” sald Schulman,
noting that the FEA's two-year con-
tract runa out In Avy

““There s a list with many jlems. . .
be assured this will ba one of them.”

grun
it & point to see the proper administra.
tora™ about the problem. Added Presi-
dent Jack Inch, “If the administrators
don't respond, I expect to see you back
here In two weeks or four weeks.”

SOME PARENTS Indlcated that the
size of this year's Forrest (l{th grade —
81 students — and last year’s fourth
grade bas coniributed to the teacher
turnover,

Larwence Freedman, (he district’s
asslstant superintendent for lnstruc-
tlon, sald that the student-teacher ratio
in that class was “hiting the cap” of 30
im| by the contract. Districtwide,
meﬂuludcnl-\uchu’ ratio is 25 to 1, be
sai

Alter the mecting, Freedman sald
that a teacher’s ald would be hired to

the F:
(FEA), the Farmington teachers' union.

Plsaso tum to Page 14
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A new sign, shown under construction above, is one of many Improvements belng made to the
Qrand River Drive-In in Farmington Hilis.

Drive-in gets facelift

By Tom Baer
stalf writer

EOPLE SCRATCH their heads
and squint when asked how
long the Grand River Drive-
1n has been doing business in

Farmington Hills,

“It’s becn around since before ruost
the homes out here come up,” said
Baldls Blaksenieks, who manages the
outdoor movle theater on Grand River
Avenue.

Whatever its age, the Grand Rlver's
owners hope 1t'11 be dolng three times
the business next spring after (wn nddl-
tional scrcens have been Installed

oral quarrel

the lot, making It a three-movie the-
ater.

Fred Pellerito, general manager of
Communlty Theaters which owns the
Grand River and several other Detroit-
area theaters, was reluctant to discuss
the expanslon, which got under way re-

cently.

"Our pollcy s that we generally
don't talk to newspapers,” sald Petleri-
to from Community Theaters’ South-
tield office. “It’s been a longs!
policy ever since he days of dnyllght
savings time.”

He did conftrm, however, that the
theater would have two new screens
when it opened for business in the
spring.

Other Improvements include a “re-
{urblshed” marquee algn In froot of the
drive-in (the remalns of the old sign la
rubble on the lawn), expanded projec-
tion and concessions ucmuu lnaide,
new fencing around the property and
drainage and Inndscapl.ng c!ungs “for
ournduhban" Peucmo

“We hope phyﬁng {lrst-nin
products (movls),“ he added.

THE DRIVE-IN'S capacity, about
1,000 cars, won't be affected by the re-
nmmion‘ sald Pellerito, who would.n't

how much money was being
spent on the project.

Please turn to Page 14
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A 21-yoar-old worker tell to his desth while work-
ing on this three-story bullding — the first phase

of the Arboretu
Ington Hille,

mmw RORST/etatt photoprapher
m Office Park on 12 Mile in Farm-’

Worker dies from fall

A 21.year-old constructlon worker
was killed Saturday when he fell
through the roof of 2 three-story bulld-
ing under construction on 12 Mile Road
in Fermington Hills.

Patrick Cutwater of Pinckney dled
a! mulupla injuries at Botalord Gener-

two hours

p.m. laying on his back In the interfor
of partially construcled bullding, the
first phase of the Arboretum Ofilce
Park, according to Farmlington Hills
Otflcer John Markey.

PQLICE LISTED the incident as an

llter hLl (l.ll according to offlciats In

the Oakland County Medical Examin-
u’l office.

Outwater was found at about 8:20

accident.

Markey indicated in his report that
he observed a large hole in some black
plastie that covered the roof approxi-
matcly three stories up from where

Outwater waa found.

Outwater's co-workera, James
Granete, a foreman, and Robert Mell,
told pollce they had been on the voof of
the bullding picking up garbage. When

the crew later met In the parking lot,
Granete and Mell noticed Outwater
‘Was missing.

Ploase turn to Pege 14

Trustee expands duties
by joining county group:

By Tom Beer
statf writer

Helen D. Prutow, a trusice on the
Farmington Board of Education, will
serve an additional educational institu-
tien — the Cakland County

for the 28 school dlstricts in Oakland
County” by Willtam Keane, its superin-
tendent.

“The county,” as it's known among
Oakland school officlals, is responsible
for "center” special educatlon pro-
grams for students.

ate School District {ISD).

Prutow was plcked from a field of 27
candidates to fi1 the unexplred term of
Dorothy Beardmore, a Rochester Hills
resident who won a scat on the state
Board of Education, on the fivemem-
ber Intermediate School Board.

Beardmore's ISD term explres in
June 1986, Prutow, who was chosen by
the county board members, may run
for a six-year term of her own alter
(ha

it

“I've consldered Il (Jolnlog for the In-
termediate School Board) long and
bard for quite a while,” sald Prutow, a
Farmington Hills bousewlfe who will
continue to serve on the Farmlngton

Board.

“I have the time. I've made up my
mind that this is the area on which I
want to concentrate my time."

Prutow, who won a third term on the
Farmington Board last Juoe, sald she
was especlally umledbah:;pccul and

toa large extent by the ISD.
“There are soma lnteresting things
ha;

pening with specla

al;':: * ghe sald, “With the federal gov-
ernment cutting back so much, I'm
mccrned

about where tho funds for
ese things will come from and that
the l\lndl geot used for the right things.”

THE ISD, WITH its $31-milllon hudg-
et, was described as 'a service agency

————— S ————

what’s inside

“Where there might not be cnough
{handlcapped) youngsters in one dls-
trict to run a program, we aggregate
them and one distriet will run a pro-
gram on behalf of a number of dls-
tricls,” Keane sald,

The IDS also operates four vocatlon-
al centers and provides more than

Cop-shop

By Josnne Maliszewak|
statf wrlter

7,000 educational films for use In coub-
ty schools, Using [ts data processlog
scrvice, the IDS will, for a charge, put
out a district's report cards.

“We charge them what It coau“
Keane said, "Hopefully, we keep it in
the black.”

Explalning how Prutow was plcked,
Keane said, “the board decided on a
process whereby each hoard member
would study the 27 candldates and ragk
them, Each then would call the board

Plonso turn to Pago 14

plan saved

ln achleve a dulgu and bulldlng that
felent, and as codt-

With a potential constructlon boom
ahead [n Michigan, the sooner a new
police building ls bullt in Farmington
Hills, the more cconomlcally it can be
done.

That’s the opinion given to the city
council from & group of architects, de-
velopers and engineers who In the pui
(ew months have been reviewing exist.
ing deslgn plans for a proposed 35,000
square foot police facillty.

“We are concerned that to delay fur-
ther will just result In increased costs
due to what we all feel will occur to the
butldlng industry In the tprlng of 1985
with the ex) rise In

eﬂcctlv: as poulble." according to the
minutes of the committee's last meet-
Ing in December.

Xn reviewing plans for the propaud
facility, committee members Indlcal
Ihat ‘timing of construction bids wnuld
have & dramatle effect on cost =u~
mates for the project.

“. . .1t Is forecast in the constriic-
tion Industry that in the spring of 1983,

In that it

tlon may explode and the longer the

community waits for bullding a struc-

ture like a new police bullding, the

more serious the problem of bldding

wiu:ln a nlven budget may become,”
to th

pec:

actlvity,” sald Leon Kohls, chalrman of
the ad hoc police bullding architectural

review committee.

The commiltce of local professionals
was formed last spring to play devil's
advocate with dalm plnz;: developed
by

of
“‘On the whole the overall goals were

Council last year indicated they pre-
ferred to stay under $2.5 million for the

proposed police facillty.

But City Manager wumm Costlck, a
committee member, last week Indicat-
ed that according to “revised and n
dated cost estimates” the wh
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