Club Med visitors da

:,'Qlub Med off

OU CAN aiwaya tell the new-
comers from the old hands
who have been at Club Med

. for a day or two, The new ar-
rivals get off the alrport bus fn real
 clothes — akirts, slacks, shirts, shoes —
blinking briefly in the hot Mexican aun,
.. The crowd of welcomers, clapplng to
the musle, passing out frult drinks,
. bolding canopies high, are all {n Club
» Med dress: bathing suits, sarongs, bare
+ fect and flowers,
! Ben, the village chlef, is there in his
long pareo, the length of patterned Ta-
- hitian cloth that was immortalized as &
“sarong” In old Bob Hope-Dorothy
Lamour moviey,
. Sue Ellen, from Australla, has red
bougalnvilleas in her thick brown halr
and wears ber parco wrapped llke a
dress. Brian, from Jamalca, is in a
Club Med shirt and red cotton pants.
Didler, the stim blond entertalner
from France who will double us up all
-week with his theatrics, wears hls
- #RONg a new way cvery day, banging
from his waist as a skirt, wrapped
-around his hips as a bathing sult.

IF YOU thiak of Club Med as 2 place
.only for slngles, the crowd of new-
~comers wlll surprise you. The new
GM.'s (Gentle Members) looking

" around llke kids who have Just arrived
. 8t camp, are young single men and
::women, couples, grey-halred grand-
. mothers, bald-headed men, even a few
chtldren,

o Asthey follow the G.0.'s {Gentle Or-
~ganizers) down the flowered patha to
.
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thelr rooms, they get flrat glimpses of
the zea between the cream stucco
buildiegs with thelr red tlle roofs. The
rooms are smatl, colorful and comfort-
able, without an inch to spare and with
no locks, as befits the Club Med philos-
ophy. You don't need any moncy bere,
and there's no place to carry tina
sarong anyway,

The pareo or sarong, is the natlonal
dreas, almost the flag, of the Club Med
village, which Is more than 2 resort,
more than a place for sun-sea-sand, al-
most a litle country with a huge per-
manent famlly and a new set of rela-
tlves coming to visit every week.

The Club Med we visited Ls at Ixtapa
on the Paclfic Coast, southwest of Mex-
ico City,

CLUB MED started in 1950 when a
group of young Europeans vacationed
in army tents In Majorca. Now it is a
huge conglomerate with nearly 100 vil-
lnges in 28 countries, all with the same
philosophy and political syatem.

The phik s that
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work, the G.0.'s, are 18,000 young men
and women from around the world who
happlly work 18 hours & day running
the Club, ita theater, dining rooms, bar
-and sports facilities as well as mixing
with the GM's. .

The Gentle Members broil slowly
around the pool or on the ocean beach,
learn to wind surf out there at the end
of the buge bay, do water cxercises In
the pool, play tenals or golf, or Just
read a book under a palm tree.

A DAY In the life of Club Med begins
when you pad down the flowered paths
to the pool area and go upstairs to the
dinlng room. Sue Ellen will seat you at
one of the blg round tables set In acres
of breakfast foods.

By § a.m., Mario, once a champlon
cycllst, bas led a group of bicycles on a
day trlp to the village of Ixtapa, the
snorkeling clasy ia 1n the pool, and Mike
is teaching the uninltlated to wind surcf
at theend of the bay,

We walk the beach, past Patricla,
who sells Mexiean crafts at the foot of
the Club Med stalrs, past the wind
surfers and the tennis courts to the
black rocks where the boats leave daily
for (Ishing and island plenies,

All Mexican benches are public, so
you may find a few guitars among the
taxi drivers sitting at the end of the
beach, or a couple of loca) snorkelers

want to relax and play with other peo-
ple, make fricnds, have fun; CM adver-
tislng calls it an “antidote to civiliza-
tion.” The staff membera who make it

The club's black-
board shows the next
day's ltinerary, There
is 8 full range of ac-
tivites that will keep
those who want to
stsy busy going from
morning to night.
Galting ready to play
tennis Is Amy
Schomberger, a trav-
al agent with Funtas-
lic Travel Service of
Livonla,

Together,
we can
change things.
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ers an ‘antidote to

diving for oysters among the black
rocks.

FROM THE rocks you can see
Acroas a forest of red and while safls to
the Club Med bulldings rising cream
and red against the treed hillside, The
Pacifle is lightly Hmed with the white
wakes of Mexican boata knifing acrosa
the sea to Ixtapa Island, where some
GM's go to picnic, swim and sunburn,
F.Esﬁtd mountalny make & backdrop for
tall.

By noon, everybody ls back In the
“heart of town" around the swimming
pool, where Didler is demonstratlng the
activitles we might have missed. By
now there Is not a shirt or to or a regu-
lar pair of shoes in sight: in half a day,
we have all become vlllagers, stopped
worrylng about our paunches or our fat
thighs, and settled dowm to some Club
Med living.

Those who remember the early im-
ages of Club Med, which stressed top-
less bathers and wild nights, are re-
Lleved (or disappointed) to find that ev-
erybody looks perfectly normal and Is
fully clothed, if you can say that about
& sunburned body in a bathing sult or &
sarong.

YOU BUY your pina colada or your
glass of wine at the bar with beads that
hang around your neck. By now you
don’t care that your hair’s a mess and
you bave sand o your feet when you go
into lunch. Everything but bar drinks,

boutique purchases and tours aro in- -

cluded In the price of stay, s0 the
only thing you must decide 15 how to
choose from all those food tables at
lunch.

Ilearned to choose one of the spectal
meat or fish foods of the day, the spe-
clal salad of the day and then go
stralght to the Mexican table, {gnoring
the spread of mcats, potatoes, vegeta-
bles and other “regular foods” that
erossed haif the room. Then there was
the checse bar, the dessort bar, the
I{mlth bar, and definltely a anooze after
unch. .

Dinner i3 at elght but most of us
gather on the terrace around the pool
much earlier, to lean agalnst the bar or
1it on the wall and wateh the glorfous
dally pageantry of sunset.
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TAMPA

" $Y Q450 U each way

FI. LAUDERDALE

TS 74" each way

AAA air-miser fares are subect to avallability
Feb. 8 - April 12, and are based on a round-
trip purchase. Fares vary by departure date.

NON-STOP FROM DETROIT EVERY FRIDAY.

Save from ‘200 - *1000
CARNIVAL CRUISE SALE

i .24 *1183.p.p.
The Tropicals  Feb. 24 0 aaabi?

ivi h2 *1183.p.p.
T‘:C‘iﬁ:“ﬂls Mare Includes ;!prlp
: roliment in our elite Caplains Table
B
SANDERS TRAVEL CONSULTANTS
Prasal Soruice

b: hard Lake Rd. « Farminglon Hills
28230 Ore “Eov l;aurvnllunl

cae 855-2620 4715767

DETROIT- AREA

Operatars standing by seven days a weck for reservations.
in Metro Detroit call
336-1000
Elsewhere in Michigan call toll-frec
1-800-482-5300

Or contact your local AAA branch office or travel agent,

HUDSON'S TRAVEL SERVICE
Oakland, 585-8020 Northland 569-5153
Westland 425-3388 Briarwood 894-0085

FUNTASTIC TRAVEL
“The Crutsc Expert”
16345 Middlebelt

Far EnoughTo Get Away-
‘Close Enough To
i  Get There Often

:
5

USE YOUR HUDSON'S CHARGE

261-0070
4318 Orchard Lake Rd.
- 855-4100

Good rthings
come in small
packages.

Tennis packages also available

For example, Bay Valley's
super Mini Vacation Pack-
age. Deluxe weekend for two
includes many extras. Wel-
come gilt of chec!
sages, and champagne. Comfortable room, two dinnars
Valley's recreational tacilites
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DINNER isn't quite as g in the Chinese
cally Interesting a3 lunch: we pick from custume, and that girl at tho end of the
an acre of tables filled with soupa and  stage, isn't she the one who teaches
salads and other goodles; the main yoga?
meat and vegetable course is automati- Thuraday night, when (ho GM's bave
cally served at table. There is 80 much  been together for days, they choose Mr.
food that even at the end of the flrst and Mg, Ixtapa to the hoots and cheers
day yum:l kaow ynu‘mb in ‘gvnblni of the crowd,

A lttle g by the pool and the
10 o'clock theater presentation begis uﬁmﬂmﬁ: :m’%‘::: é"wc
This ia where all that young talent poolslde dancing ends, M‘;:
comes (ogether, singing and daucing ust decide whether you want {0 go to
:;d pw’,ﬂ:“ stage in a different bed or walk & few hundred yards

0w every

At first you wonder where all the mg‘ F‘:,ﬁm;ﬁ” aod the
%e'r;armmbec;;uwlmm. but bythDay This lxp!;:.m time when age may

you recognize them, e
, h ‘parats the disco-lovers from the ear.

‘That’s Sue Ellen In the chorus of “Boo- Iy-nighters In the family,

gle Woogle Bugler Boy from Company
B.” It's Mario that brings the house For informatien, contact your travel
down a1 a live Reggedy Ann Deoll, agent about new direct fMlights from De-

Didier is tha juggler, and the magl-

trolt to Ixtapa or about Club Med vaca-
clan, and stand-vp comle, and usually tions elsewhere,

ot telephone Club Med

the master of ceremonles, That Is the  toll-free at 1-800-528-3100,

Med's food tables are plentifully stocked.

SKI THE BEST!

January Special
Condos W:};‘:’u’k’;l E]ayne Mountaln

Sleeps'xgg:nyggslx
r
Come In February Mid-Week

w Condos At Boyne Mountaln
BoyneUSAH 3
ngm

¥75.00 per night
vy - soae vownan -oogenanaes 1 ~-800-632-7174

'LONDON

W BRITISHAIRWAYS  SHOW TOUR
DEPARTURES FROM TORONTO

FROM s449 U.S_. ]

des: « Roundtrip transportation via Brltish Alrways
Inclu ) nights hotel accommodation with private
bathroom (except Regent Palace)
« Confinental breakfast P

« Value added tax 7 .
+ 31heatre ticketa to & wide selection of plays
& musfcals o~

betwoon

oF
Alrport and Victoria
dai 1t arnilable.
et s e, B¢ BRITISH AIRWAYS
shasing

a5 sublect 10 the lerms and
084/85 brochure.

Simpsons Travel

> -
The travel people-for people who travel,

ims'ml <.

Two Nights for Two, *173.00

Forreservations or more inlormation
Call: Toll free in Michigan
1-800-292-5028 .

In Detroitcall 313-963-3242

(519) 969-8041
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