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- Gutierrez makes it sound easy

By Avigdot Zaromp
spocial writer

One frequent complaint about the
Detrolt Sympbony Orchestra programs
Is the steady diet of standard reper-
tolre. These critlciams were lald to rest
at least during the flral portlon of the
recent program.

The two works featured in that por-

. tlon of the program were far removed

from the standard and famlliar, The
first “The Infernal Machine,” composed

slnce to the ac
counts, the work with exclting thythms
proved {0 be pleasing and exciting to
audlence and muslcians alike,

Clearly, this evaluation 15 purely
bearsay. Fortunately, fate spared me
from the more serious accidents that
geccﬂurred along the road In large num.

The Elgar work, a composition of
symphonic dimensions, lasts approxi-
mately 40 minutes, It [s one of several
musical works based on that Shak-

by the young A Ch
Rouse in 1981, recelved its first DSO
performance on this occaston,

The second,"Falstaff,” a symphonic
study by Elgar, while certalnly in more
traditional veln, is nevertheless one of
this composer's more obscure crea-
tiona,

The second portlon of the program
reverted to the more familiar domaln
— the Piano Concerto No. 1 by
Tchaikoveky, Guest planlst was Cuban-
born Horaclo Gutlerrez.

By nature, belng suspicious and skep-
tical of new works, I have to admit that
1 hadn't been looking forward with
eagerness to the Rouse composition.
That might be for the reason fate pun-
fshed me for my prejudice by providing
snowry weatker and slippery conditions
last Thursday night, causing me Lo miss
the short work, that lasts only slx min-
utes.

THIS TURNED out to be to my loss,

ey Falstaff, the
most noted among them belng Verdi's
{amous opera.

In Elgar’s output, It Is also one work
{hat features a scnse of humor without
belog sballow. Elgar’s deplction of Fal-
siaff, however, goes beyond the comic
features and escapades so apily por-
trayed by Orson Welles In the clnemat-
fc versions,

2inman’s conducting and the orches.
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orchestral sonority, wlithout beting

overbearing.

Pianlst Gutlerrez bad been originally
scheduled to perform the First Brahms
Concerto, The change to Tehalkovaky
was unexpected. Having listened to nu-
merous performances of thia work, one
doesn't expect too many surpriscs. This
however, proved to be one of the few
exceptions,

It is a widely held oplnlon that the
Tchalkovsky concerto, unllke those by
Brahms or Beethoven, for example, of-
fers more hal than mu-

tra's unreserved response
the subtle and contradictory descrip-
tions of the complex character. There
was the lght-hearted, bouncy mood in
the second of the four episodes, to be
sure. But there was no compromlse in
the high professional standard, includ.
Ing the high skill of the many solo pas-
saged by several insiruments,

On the other hand, the more setious
and ominous flnal episodes, like “Fal-
staff's March,” were brought forth with
dignity, utilizlng the elements of full

aleal content. It Is true, of course, that
the Tchaikoveky concerto is very de-
mandlng technically. One can also ob-
serve many compelent planlsts over-
coming these technical challenges In
one form or another.

ITISRARE, however, to hear some-
body who can aftord to go beyond the
Immediate technlque. Gutferrez per-
formed the work In & manner that
scemed natural, almost easy. There
was no huffing and pufflng, no swinging

of the arms high into the alr or bounc-
ing up from the seat. The fingers would
reach their deatination by the shortest
possible route, making it scem as f al-
most anybody could do it {but, don't kid
yourselr),

On the other hand, Gutierrez had am-
ple reserve to llsten to the orchestral
parts, which were very aptly handled
and te wholly Integrate hls llnes with
thelrs,

The playful, bouncy portlon of the
second movement, for example, was a
rare comblnation of fun and art of the
highest form. There is an cndless de-
baie about the relatlve importance of
technlque vs, artistic insight. *

Gutlerrez seems to have come up
with an excellent solution of this dilem-
ma, at least for this performance. His
technique here was in itself a sophlati-
cated form of art and at the same time
in the service of art.

Through it, Tchalkovsky's famillar
work emerged with more stature than
most of us would have credlted It with
before.
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Chamber Players are on their way

By Auth Zaromp
spocial writer

Tuesday night's performance of the Renaissance
City Chamber Players, RCCP, at Orchestra Hall
provided a blend of composers of different times.
Yet, put together, they created an overall feeling of
romanticism. Of the four, only Meadelssohn and
Faure belong to the Romantic period,

ano, as was the case with the
the second movement.

| “GET AWAY IN YOUR O
BACK DOOR

$O600 < Free continental braaktest
*h !lu +Minutes to fine restaurants

plano and violin (played by Misha Rachlevaky) delicate plzzicato In
were reserved,

8, 3

‘Thls was followed by the rarely performed Plano
Quartet In G Minor by Faure, Here, however, there
was a lack of unlfied approach to the pleces by all
of the muslclans, It was qulte evident that the
atring players were playing with a different atti-
tude than the sololat was, thelr dynamics being
more subdued and dlda’t support the colors that

bow 311 IR AN 2PN
PN aPM

i SHRRMINGTON D, 477-0099
The Bach-Mozart's Preludo and Fugue in D for  wore belng brought out by the sololst, onty with {Limit 3 day o) mmmr oa)
String Trio sounded very romantic and the *Choses Thus, It was lke two different approaches to the this ad) Limit 2 adulta pes rooen '
vues a drofte et a gauche (sans lunettes),” or, same musie were being performed at the same GLﬂn-rem
“things one can see left and right without glasses,” time, a fact that diminlshed the force of the Ideas 25255 Grand River » Redford
. ort

by Satle, seemed to find Iis place very easily along
the Faure, with the same artlsts and instruments
uniting the two pleces In temperament.

Mozart’s rendition of the Prelude and Fugue

belng portrayed.

The work sounded beavier more sombre and n-
tricate than Faure's style normally would Indlcate.
The cello was frequently overshadowed by the pt-

Just N, of 7 Mile 533-4020

seema (o possess some romantic characteristics.
The Prelude is written by Mozart, per ss, and Is in
:Is ayl;,'}{owi;er, ‘:]huili‘ugue is ha&cd on a fogue TO All Our
¥y Bach from the “Well Tempered Clavier® and I .
wrilten for a trio of Instruments. The performance Customer: st
accentuated hoth atyles In an avthentic manner, Thank you
THE SOLOIST was Flavlo Varanl, well-know Y
area pianiat. His mode of playing suited the Orches- for a great
. ra Hail ncoustics very well. Known to have a rela- 1984!

». tvely heavy hand, the dynamics of the (nstrument
“ sotnded good in the larger hall,

Varani managed to breathe life [nto the two plec-

€3 he played, providing them with a broad range of

dymamies that took them out of the realm of the
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