Thursday, January 24, 1088 O&LE

*'| By Sharon Dargay
stalf writor

Family, friends su

GERGER developed, from scratch,
A s nine-h Intervention

“I was intervened by my wife and
two children, my mother and father,
@ brother-indaw, two close friends
and their wives, After listening to
each say what they had to goy about
me and my drinking, I felt guilt. But
it dawncd on me how lucky I was to
have g family and friends with con-
cern and overwhelming love for
me.”

b inaledeiniohthteiatalk |

The anonymous writer, now & recov-
eting alcoholle, was a quiet lamb as he
-tlistened to famlly and friends ezpose
uihls babltual drinking during an *inter-
1] vention® sesslon at Maplegrove Center
t]in _}:m lBloclmlleld. i

e closely kalt gathering was rem-
iniscent of “This ks Your Life,” but with
frank discussion supplanting saccha-
|rino memories.

One child recalled how he bad fished
Dad out of numerous or roused
him from booze-fogged sleep over the
|years. Friends recounted their at-
tempts to keep him from falling flat on
the Job. Mis wife, who had left him
yeara before he started daily drinking,
had returned for the session,

The -outspoken, yet gentle accusa-

tlons, jolled Lhe man with a dose of
brick-wall reallty,
Inltial numbness induced by the
surprise confrontation melted, and
shock gave way to genulne grateful-
ness. He declded to kick a longtime
drinking hablt, enrolling lo Maple-
grove's 28-day In-patient program.

THE SUCCESS story s ane of many
that Renee Gerger, intervention spe-
clalist at Hency Ford Hospital's Mapte-
grove substance abuse center, saya un-
derscores the need for a strategy-ori-
ented kind of "Intervention.”
Intervention lsn't new. It bappens
whencver a famlly member, friend or
ttempts to I a
substance abuser to “get belp.” Its form
may range from a family argument to
a-threat, or straight-forward dlscus-
slon. Often it doesn't work because
famnilics are too embarrassed to admit
a member s abusing alcohol or drugs,
They’re afrald to broach the subject,
fearing it may “hurt” or anger the
abuser,
“I use the analogy that iU's ke toss-
ing a pin into the ocean and saying go
dlve for i, when you say to someone
‘go get help' for your problem,” Gerger
explalned. “Familics must know that
Intervention can be a way of saving
someonc's life. I sec it as a very loving
thing to do,”
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e b 30
program (wo years ago, pollshing a 3k o,
“calch a3 catch can” service into & Oy

structured, yet individualized program.
It's designed to help families, close
Iriends, clergy and sometimes co-work-
ers of drug and alcohol abusers, learn
about substance addiction and master
technlques needed to confront the
abuser,

The procesy costs approximately
$500 and Includes some six hours of
mlnnsel:m’:. dmﬁhrdalzd education and
role-playing, with participants memor-
izlng their coumuuuﬁuv.mmu
like lines from a play. The statements
area co‘rlnblm:’uar of fact und personal
observation, deasl to expose the
abuser’s Iddlcﬂnn‘.‘md

The confrontation Ideally occurs at
Maplegrove, although Gerger and her
aslstants have tracked abusers down at
hotels and other locations.

SURPRISE s an important element
of the process, One of the participants
generally asks the abuser to attend a
family counsellng session on bebalf of
another family member or close friend,
Upon arrival at Maplegrave, the tables
turn. The confrontation may Jast any-
where from 20 minutes to hours, de-
pending on the abuser’s response.

Gerger, a Southfield resident, sald
most participants gird themselves fora
verbal battle, but explosive scene:
rarcly oceur,

“It's In no way punishment,” she
stressed, adding, “very few (patients)
who walk through the front door are
singing joyously.”

A ROOM In the facllity awaits the
patlent. Sometimes, because of job re-

or other the
abuser may be enrolled in intenslve
out-patient care at the Heary Ford
‘Troy facility.

Gerger sald about 80 percent of the
abusers seek treatment after the con-
frontation. A survey among patlents
also showed that anger toward family
members generally subsided within
two weeks,

Gerger contends that cven resistant
patients benetit from learning about
their addictive discase. And abusers
who stubbornly refuse help must con-
sider potenttal changes In thelr previ-
ously comfortable network of family
and friends.

When one man told his wife that he
would conslder vislting a divorce attor-
ney if she contlnued to refusa treat-
ment, the woman “stood up, put her
hands on her hips and sald, ‘well, why
dldn't you say that in the first place?*

Henry Ford Hospltal's Renee Gerger: *1 use the analogy that It's
tosalng a pin Into the ocean and saying go
dive for il, when you say to someons ‘go get help’ for your

Drug treatment

(Intervention Je) Ik

Henry Ford Hospltal will open a new
medlcal center, called the Maplegrove
Youth Treatment Center, on Monday,
Feb, 4 in Weat Bloomfleld.

1t will offer the flrst program for in-
tenslve day treatment of chemlcally
dependent adelescents kn Michigan.

‘The openlng falls on the fouct® annl-
versary of West B 's Mapl

pply

dependent on drugs or aleoho),” accord-
Ing to the center’s program manager,
Janlee Cotter-Leacock of Ann Arbor,

EVERYONE IS welcome to a dedi-
catlon program at 7:30 p.m. Wednes-
day., The program is called "Drug-free
yo:lh - a vital resource for the family
an »

ple-
grove facility, a resldential center
which has helped more than 2,000
adults recover from dependence on
drugs and alcoho).

‘The youth facllity already Is schedu-
ling gvaluation interviews for admis-
slon. 1t will treat young people, ages
12-17, who are “abusing or moderately

Guest speakers will be Dennls Who-
ley and Abigall Healy. Wholey is the
host of the natlonally broadcast “Late
WNight America® show which is pro-
doced at Chanpel 88, He 1s the anthor of
the recently published book, “The Cour-
age to Change,” which deals with ve-
covery from chemical dependency.

problem, Famill

guilt for alcoholics

Healy is the }iaison for alcoho) lrsyes
for the Drug Abuse Policy Office of
The White House, She recently was ap-
pointed chair of the American Bar As-
socintion’s commission on Youth, Alco-
ol and Drug Problems.

Admission Is free, but phone reserva-
ton is suggested by calllng $81-8100.
An open house and tours of the center
will follow, The center 1s at 8773 W.
Maple Road, 2% miles west of Orchard
Lake Road. .

TEE 18.WEER program of ihe Ma-
plegrove Youth Treatment Center be-
Elna with a t: K

must know thet Intervention can be a way of
saving someone's life. | ase it as a very loving thing to do.*

offered to teens

person spending the entire day at thel
ceater and returning heme for nights
and weekends. During thls time, educa-
tion will be provided at the center, For.
the first three montha after the teen re-
enters school, he/ahe will continue af-
ter-school {nvolvement at the center,
“You might call the new center for
teens the brainchild of the adult cen-
ter,” sald Thomas Groth, administra-
Uve director of operations for Henry
Ford Hospltal's chemical dependency
proge that
family- involverent is a re t
{or a on to the adult wvmmm

next four weeks features the young

Pleaso turn to Page 12

memory lane

EMORIES, MEMORIES have we got the
memaries. And we'd Like Lo share them
with you. Using Jocal newspaper flles,

we're dishing up slices of life in the
Farmington community from 40, 30, 20 and 10

years ago,

treasurer,

Other 1955 officers tncluded Wiltlam Parsons, vice
president; W.P. Wood, secretary; Harry Lapham,

ARQUND THE BLOCK ilem: “If you're planning
a tour of the slde roads In the Farmington area, we

JAN. 18, 1945

“OUR PLACE today s right beside our men In
uniform,” sald an ltem In the Around the Block col-
umn on the front page of the Farmington En-
terprisc. “Let’s remember that in the days ahead,
and when we're tempted to do saome extravagant,
foollsh thing, maybe we'll refraln from doing 0. If
you need to jog yourself up once in a while, fust get
out some of those letters and reread them — (hat
should do it. We'd not want to irade places with a
one of those boys, 8o let’s do what we can to get
them back here where they belong.”

ESTHER BOYNTON, a longtime Farmiogton
restdent, passed away Jan. 15 — two days after her
92nd birthday. Born In New York State in 1853, she
taught English at Detroit Central High School for
mare than 30 years. She moved to Farmington af-

would suggest you install heavy duty springs in the
famlly car and add a couple of piltows for good
measure. If this i3 too much trouble, you had better
take it In low gear and creep through gently, The
comblnation of freezing and thawing weather, plus
Increased truck and car traffic, has made the way
mighty’ rough to say the least. The roads
Clarenceville area north of Grand River, Powers
Road between Shiawassee and 10 Mite, and some of
the streets in the Floral Park section of the city
should be taken with cons(derable ease. Don't say
we dldn't warn you."

FARMINGTON HIGH moved into a four-way te
. ot the top of the Inter Lakes League basketball
standings by beaing Waterford, 88-42.

in the

ter retiring in 1914,

“DON'T SNUB your grocer,” pleaded an ad-
vertlsament for Hamlin's Market in Farmington,
“He's doing his beat, Every store has a limiled sup-

ply due to the effort for victory.”

LOIS GOERS, a Farmington High School senior,
wlil represent her school in a good cltlzen contest
sponsored by the Three Flags Chapter of the
. Four qualt-
tles — dependability, service, leadership and patri-
used to judge the candldates for the
award. Other candidates were Pauline Early, Jayce
Samuelson, Marlon Rowland, Sue Goodrich and

D of the

otism — were

Marion Vanderburg.

SHORT ITEM: "Green stems of young onlons

wlll flavor soups and stewa.”

CLASSIFEED

AD: “RED FOX aklns bought at top

JAN. 13, 1965 —

A WHOPPING growth of 30.8 percent in popula.
tion was recorded by Farmington, while a more
modest 1.9 percent hike was the pace
rdlog to figures released by the
Detroit Metroplolitan Area Reglonal Planning
Commission, which ssued a report on population

ton Townshlp, acco:

shifts In the Detrolt arca.

crt H, Kennedy.

Quiggle’s Falcons.

TOM NOLAN of Farmington Township was ap-
pointed dlrector of the Farmington Republican
Party. He replaced Byron Walter.

FARMINGTON MAYOR Robert H. Lindbert be-
came the 1965 president of the Huron Rlver Hunt-
ing and fishing Club, The 1964 president was Rob-

MIKE WILSON scored 21 polats to help Farm-
ington High best Waterford 78-70 in prep basket-
ball. Tom Taggert added nine polnts for coach Jack

In Farmlng-

market prices. Guntzviller Taxldermy, corner 10
Mile and Tait Rds., Northville, Mich.”

JAN. 13, 1955 —

LLOYD SMITH received the Farmington Junlor
Chamber of Commerce guished Service
Award for 1954. Jaycee President Robert Clarke

FARMINGTON TOWNSHIP policemen on hors-
ea? That was the 1dea when the trustees authorized
the creation of a mounted pollce force for the town-
ship. Some 16 horses wer available for duty, and 18
men volunteered to ride them.

resented the award during a banquet held at Him-
gmupnck's Dining Room. Smith was the dlrector of
instructional music for the Farmington Public
Schools and debate coach at Farmington High

School.

AN APPLICATION for a permit (o construct a

shopplag center on the west alde of

Orchard
Road south of 10 Mile Road was filed with the clty
bullding inspector, Plans called for eight stores, In-

cluding a targe Natiooal supermarket.

JOHN CLAPPISON waa re-clected president of
the Farmington Little League for the 1955 scason
at a mecting held in the Ten Mlle Road School.

areas.”

JAN. 13, 1975 —

“The announcement caused some snickering by
the spectators at the Board meetlng,” sald an arti-
cle in the Farmlngton Observer. “The horses would
be used for ccremonial purposes and for entertain-
ment. But they would also be sed to quiet disor-
ders, and to scarch for missing people in wooded

A FAMILY of 10 escaped injury after an early-
morning fire gutted part of thelr home on Power
Road. Children, sleeping In the bascment of the
two-siory home, were awakened by smoke and
alerted the rest of the family, police sald. Seme 30
{irelighters fought the blaze for two hours,
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