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By Kathy Parrish
slatl writer

Both sides won polnts in an unusual
- courtroom battle betwees the Michigan at-
-torney general and Oakland County pro-
sccuter,

The blg losers could be several arca
buslnessmen who now may be charged
wlth conspiring to commit utillty fraud.

“We have a potentlal number of other
charges — at least five others,” said assist.
ant attorney general Mark Blumer, declin-
ing ta say which busnesses are targets,

But mentioned often during the three-
and-a-half-day trinl as posslble “co-conspi.
rators” were two Farmington Hills auto
dealers. Named were Willlam Cook, who
owns Bill Cook Huick Inc., and Robert
{Saks) Mechiglan, owner of Bob Saks Olds.
Mechigian is belng prosccuted in Wayne

* County on utllity fraud charges.

CIRCUIT JUDGE Judge George LaPlata
of Oakland County Tuesdny granted the at-
torney general’s request to alter uttllty
tamperer Willlam Jones' May 12, 1903
guilty plea. Hls ple of obtaining more than
$100 under false pretenses was changed to
conspiracy to defraud.

Named in the motion was William Cook,

with whom Jones says he conspired to cut
Cook's dealership electric bil! to $850 a
“month. The defendant also said he slowed
‘the electric meter at Bob Saks Olds,
: Now on probatlon, Joncs won't serve Jalt
-time for the four-year fclony because of
“agreements he made with law officlals.
WHILE TAKING the rare actlon re-
‘quested by the attorney general, LaPlata

Judge George LaPLata
OK's plea change

The Taylor man said he agreed to the
false pretenses charge out of fear of fur-
ther prosecution by the Oakland County
Pprosecutor’s office, with which he was co-
operating.

Oakland County authorities sakd they de-
clined to press charges against the busi-
nessmen whose meters Jones altered be-
cause he is an unreliable witness.

MICHIGAN'S ATTORNEY General en-
tered the case at the request of Michigan
State Police, who are handling the state-
wide utllity fraud Investigation,

State intervention came followlng diselo-
sures that Oakland Prosecutor L. Brooks
Patterson recelved campalgn donations
from Mechigian and other cer denlers.

@ While upyoseLd to the state Intervening in

e d-o-half.

-atso gave credit to the county
* The judge sald Jomes was properly
represented by his attorney at the cariler
:hearlng, LaPlata also agreed with the pro-
“secutor that the “credibllity of Jones is cor-
‘tainly suspeet.”

‘What we have here is
the Oakland County
Pproseculor's office so
intent on obtaining a
conviction of Mr. Jones
that they lost sight of
Justice in this case.’
— Mark Blumer

1d case, Oakland

torney general that this Information should
not be introduced,” said Thompson. “It
scems to me a very relevant part of what
transpired.”

In his closing argument, Blumer charged
county ofilcials with attempting to disered-
1t Jones because of a “vendetta” Aagainst
the State Pollce.

“What we have here Is the Oakland
County prosecutor's office so Intent on ob-
talning a conviction of Mr. Jones that they
lmj; aight of justice In this case,” Blumer
sald.

FOLLOWING THE bearing, Blumer
2ald be regretied having to fight (t out In
court with a county prosecutor. “It was
very uncomfortable because I am a law en-
forcement offlcial not just by voeation but
by avocatlon,” explained the assistant at-
tarmey general, addlng he could never be a
defense attorney,

"I found myself In an almast untenable
posltion, I work with the Oakland County
prosecutor’s offlce and have a great deal of
rpespect for them,”

Dut Thompson zald he believes the court
action grew out of a political — not profes.
slonal — dispute between stato Attorney
General Frank Kelley and his 1962 politl-
cal opponent, Oakiand Prosccutor L.
Brooks Patterson.

The chlef assistent prosecutor aatd he'l]
be watching to see if the stato charges all
buslness owners suspected of utllity fraud
or just the auto dealers,

“The auto dealers supported Patterson
in hls race agalnst Kelly. I think the attor.
ney general Is Indicating to them they
made 2 mistake," s2id Thompson.

“He reacted to this politically Instead of
in a profs 1 manger.”

Y
County’s chief assistant p felt
LaPlata’s ruling was fair,

“We had our day In court,” sald Richard
Thompsorl, who handled the proceedings
bimself. “We showed Jones is an uncredl-
ble witness.”

DESPITE SITTING at the same small
table In LaPlata’s courtroom, Thompson
and Blumer were at odds throughout the
hearing. They even argued at the trial's be.
ginalng over which law enforcement offi-
clal should represent the people of Michi-
gan ~— the attorney general or county pro-
secuior.

At one polnt, the asslstant attorney gen-
eral objected to a State Police polygraph
examiner's testifylng about le detecter
tests Jones failed. Polygraph tests are not

dml: in courtrooms as proo! of inno-

Att.

cence or guilt. .
“It speaks little to the position of the at-

‘The auto dealers
Supported Patterson in
his race against Kelly. 1
think the attorney
general is indicating to
them they made a
mistake. He reacted to
this politically instead
of in a professional
manner.’

— Richard Thompson
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Now get savings of 15-50%
on Drexel-Heritage and other
fine furniture names for
your living room...your
dining room...your bedroom
...wherever you wish...

MISS IT AND YOU’LL BE LEFT OUT IN THE COLD!

Sauthficld o Telegraph at 12 Mile o Phonet 3539880
ray o W, Big Beaver at Crooks ¢ Phones 649
Fairlane « 260 Town Centee Deive s Across from Fattlane Matl » Deatborn » Phoner 3360340
Grand Rapide 2t & Dreton R, o Phoner 2435466
Allstores onen Dally 10 to 6; Manday, Thursda, & Friday 'l 9
Tray snd Falclane open Sunday 12:00 ¢ 5130,
room (urniture evellably bu{m on display ot Southfield store.
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Blanchard
budget
praised

David Adamany, presl.
“dent of Wayne State Uni-
versity, has pralsed Gov,
James  J. Blanchard's
'1985-86 budget recom-
:mendatlons, notlng this is
:the “thlrd year In a row
‘that Gov. Blanchard has
given a high budget prior-
ity to educatlon.

“The national image of
Michigan as a good state
for higher education has
Improved dramatically
“over the past two years,"
Adamany said.

“First, the state has
taken the difficult but fm-
portant steps neccssary
‘to stabllize Its financlal
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Courlatan sales at DEST peed no Intro-
duction. Just bundreds of 100 A

wesloomed ariental dealgn rugs—at
rice-a.year, deep dlicount ate prices.
Omar. Gem, Ultrammar. Kashlmar priced
jow.
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Woodward « South of 12 Mile, Royal Oxk
- Open ‘tl # Mo, Thers, Frl 543.$300

situation. Second, the
governor and Legislature
have glven Investment (n
higher educatlon a higher
prlority in the state budg-
et

ADAMANY POINTED
to the governor's pro-
posed rescarch excel-
.lence fund and the pew
student work-study pro-
gram as examples of im-
portant new state Invest-
ments in education.
© "In order to attend
school,” he sald, “75 per.
cent of our students need
to work. The work-study
program will allew more
of our commuting stu-
dents to find work on
campus and thus enable a
better flt between thelr
dual worlds of work and
study.”

Concerning the
reserach excellence furd,
Adamany said the gover-
nor's Commission on the
Future of Higher Educa-
tion correctly identified
Wayne State as a natlon-
ally recognized research
unlversity, but one which
1s still in development.

“WE ATTRACT more
than $20 milllon annually
in external research sup-
port, mostly from the
federal government. Our
potenuial to do signifi-
cantly betier, however,
will be greatly enhanced
It the state will support
our developing centers of
excellence.”

Adamany was In!-
pressed by the governor's
efforts to hold down tul-
tion costs, notlng WSU is
the only Michigan public
university to freeze tul-
tion in both of the last
lwo years.
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The

Courage
Chégng‘ |

PERSONAL CONVERSATIONS

ABOUT ALCOHOLISM WITH
s Whol

(5

ey

*$I0 & FLOMNCE

BOBERT CAESAX
BILLY & 5737 CARTER * CRAIIAM CHASMAN » CARY CROSBY
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bookpeople .

- Qrchard Mall: 851-9150
Moaday-Fridsy 10-9
Salurday 10-8 Sunday, 12-5

ANNUAL C()Uui STAN

Everyday Low Discount Prices . -
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ACCENUTS terten——

o Convenlen! Porking o Free Gltt Wiap o Bridal Registry
© Mall Oretors  © Phone Orders: 642-6655
oWe Accepl Americon Express - MosterCard - Visa

\l A\,S oDinnerware oFlalware oTable Linens o lomps
R\ o Crystal o Stemware © Biass & Wood Accessotles
\l © Gourmel Appliances o Cookware

©Watertord © Spode o Mikasa o Norllake o Rosenthal o Braun
©Royal Doulton o Hummet o Liadro o Onelda © Lenox © Mino
©Oster o Crisal D'Aiques o Landes o Pfalfzgtaft © AnchorHocking

Lismore wine giass or
goblet - for cetebrating in
slyle. Sells tot 33.50

in department stores . .

* 1985 Accents For Lesy

On Sale January 31 Thru Febriuary 2
Accents At 223 W. Maple, Downtown Birmingham,

Open 10-5:30 Mon,, Tues., Wed., Sat; 10-9 Thurs,, Fri; Closed Sunday.




