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Court pholds
landlord rule
limiting kids

By Joanne Maliszewski
statf writer

Landlords can restrict familtes with
chlldren to designated bulldings In an
apartment complex without neceasari-
1y violatlng the Michigan Clvll Rights
Act, the state Supreme Court has ruled,

In a 6-1 dectslon on Jan, 19, the state
Supreme Court upheld a 10:! Michigan
Court of Appeals ruling and an earller
Oakland Cireuit Court decision favor-
ing the Bemnoa Corp, owmer of Mulr-
wood Apartments in Farmington Hills,
Bemos also owns Falrmont Park
apartments In Farmington Hills, Al
dingbrook in West Bloomfield and Wal-
denwood In Southfleld,

The atate Department of Civil Rights
Ll,rﬂ ;:gullznsed Beznos' rental palleles

19

In upholding the appeals court rul-
Ing, the state Supreme Court said that
restricting familles with children to
certaln areas and bulldings of a com-
plex does not “per se” violato the
Atate's Elott-Larson Civi) Rights Act
prohibiting age discrimination in hous-
Ing.

The court said its ruling |a general
and docs oot specify how many bulld-
Ings could be reatricted for familles
with children or whether In all cases
such reatrictions would be lawful.

"IN THE context that this case iz
presented Lo us, we cannot now decide
what

were later resolved by a change In
fules.

“Having no factual component, the
court has rendered nothing more than
an advisory opinion,” Ryan sald, noting
that the question put before the court
“is entirely without reference to facts,

“My colleagues have now undertak-
en to answer the same question {as
posed to the clreult and appeals court),
agaln devold of any factual underpin.
nings, by glving the same answer — ft
depends,” Ryan said.

But Bemos attorney Gorden Gold
sald he felt the court's strikes “a
fair balance” betwees familes with
children and elderly and single tenants
without children,

“They are not prohlbiting kids and
they never have,” Gold sald, referring
1o the Bernos Co,

CIVIL RIGHTS officials are review-
fng the court's deciston from another

angle,
“I don't think it says it's perfectly
all clrcumstances,” zald
r of the state De-

OK under
Janet Cooper, directo
partment of Clvil Rights legal bureau
in Detroft. “I think what happens {n the
future depends on the facts of the Indi.
vidual case.
“It does't say that these kind of ex-
cluslons are always OK,” she sald.
Gold, bowover, sald he felt the
' ted that such re-,
atrictions would be lawful “If it's for a
business purpose and pot

or r of
families may be but only

whether any such restrictions and des-
Ignations may ever be permlssible,”
the court sald.

‘The court also indleated that *. .
tho clvil rights act does not prohlhit
differential treatment of minors per se
where such treatment Is ressonably ne-
cessitated by the special maturc and
characteristics of children,”

Justice James Ryan diasented. He
sald the court’s opinlon "decides nath-
ing" because justices answered an “ab-
stract question” that grew out of
tenants’ complalnts about swimming
pool rules for ehildren, The complalnts

d against families with
kida"

Cooper added that “In a) f.
we'ra still trying to figure It out, We
will need time to this.”

Howard Goldberg, an asalstant attor-
ney general In the Department of Civil
Rights, g 3

“We're golng 1o take a long close
look at it,” he sald.

But Goldberg added that the court's
rullng “iso’t qulte as dismal as I first
thought.

“They did not agrec with us on this
case,” be sald. “But they left the door
open. It is not a clear-cut decision.”

Smoking blamed
for house fire

Careless smoking has been blamed
for a fire in a Farmington Hills house
last Wednesday evening which coused

911 emergency number which s una-
vallsble in F. Hills, The call
Wwaa transferred to a Farmington Hills
dlspatoher G

it 311,500, ding to flre
offictals.

Fire was coming out of the lving
room window of the house owned by
Terry and Myra Goodman when fire-
fightera arrived on the scene at 21525
Hancock Just after § p.m., fire officiala
sald.

“There was a smoke detector in the
house but it was poorly located and
didn't function,” sald Fire Chlef Rich.
ard Martnucel.

Goodman apparently waa asleep
downstalrs while his wife and Y-year.
old son were upstairs when the fire

u ., 's wife d:l.lo called
the Farmington Rllls flre ‘partment
when she ran ont of the house with ber
o8,

Terry Goodman, who waa anleepona
couch downstalrs when the fire broke
out, was treated at the scene for smoke
Inhalatlon, fire officials sald,

Firefighters said they plan to meet
With residents in the area to discuss
careless smoking and the proper num-
ber to call In case of an emergency.

Farmington Hills residents are re-
;nlnded that the city does m_:‘t have a

ton Gbse

Farmington, Michigan

out of thelr day to give blood.
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With the help of a small army of American Red Cross voll
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At least 1,000 plnts of blood a day
arc necded from donors just to avold
shortages In the five-county area of
southeastern Michigan,

“If we collect half of that It's not 2
80od day" aaid CIMI Taylor, a Red
Cross reglonal representative for blood
services in Detrolt.

On two donatlon days in the last cou-
ple of weeks, Botsford General Hospl-
tal employees contributed at least 300
pints to the Red Cross cause, sald Russ
Tuttle, hospltal public relations direc.
tor.

“The Red Cross really bas some
shortages,” sald Bev Welss, Botsford’s
operational mansger in buman pe-
sources, who helped coordinate the em-
ployee blood drive.

Although the hospital has publicly
advertised blood drives In the pas
Welss zaid “public advertlstng didn't
really bring us any belp.”

To keep blood donatlons coming,
however, hospital offlcials approved an
incentive program — a half-day off —
for employees who particlpate in the

Red program,

Despite the bospltal’s Incentive pro-
gram, Taylor made it clear that the
Red Cross never “provides an incentlye

took about 45 minutes

Blood: Employees give their share

Al least 1,000 pints of
blood are needed a da 1y
to avold a shortage in
southeasiern

Michigan.

“We have never pald a blood donor in
our history,” he said, despite recurting
blood shortages.

Compared to January 1984, Taylor,
said, blood donations thls January are,
down ahout 2-4 percent.

When blood s coll Itis
every two hours to the Red Cross' De-
troit office where It is put through a
serles of lab tests, Even though donora
generally have a card designating their
blood type, Red Cross techniclans dou-
ble check the type to be on the safe
alde, Taylor satd. The blood Ia also test-
¢d for hepatitis and syphyllis, he added.

When tests are completed, the blood
8oes (o the Red Cross distribution de-
pariment where it Ia shipped to hospi
tals In Oakland, Wayne, Macomb,
Washtenaw and SL. Clair countles, Tay-

roke out, flre officials sajd. 11 gency syatem. 24
b nghhor;t\:uuclud 'u.,lc Livonla Po- should call 177‘091? to report fire, tory to Red Cross nurss Marilyn Nowland before giving blood. to give blood. . lor sald.
lice Department when they called the medicalor police emergencles.
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MetroVision strives for an what’s inside
Joanne Mallszewsk) BUT SAMOUELIAN, who serves a3 Vision has an answarlng system, much But sometimes subscribers call the .
IBI’n" wrltar the Liuison between SWOCC and Metro- llke the airllnes, which” allows the SWOCC office in Farmington City Hall ® )
Vislon, sald she has noticed an lm- caller to be put oo hold while operators  Instead of MetroVision, In those cases,
Islon cable pany bas p in ,_,n:d ot ;l:t ed_.lbeulhcnl" t-come, ;.m oc Is Lmpl Cabls C c.. . BA
made 2 “100 percent” imp ln seivice first-served bash. otiellan sal c calendar . . 68
Ita responss to customer service calla  calls. M hay added as A comp form L filled out when Egm;:}:}:ty‘ . ... 8A
and complalnts. “We bave less (han 1 percent of con- well a3 an administrative procedure  SWOCC gets a call, sbe sald. Either Obltuarles . . . BA
That's the glet of 2 report zoon to bo cerns which are pot taken care of — for keeping track of or assl Judy Kral theny s p AGA "
mad the Southwestern Qakland and that's pretty good,” she said, Samouelian sald. Informs MetroVislon of the complalnt. ral Quarrel , . Secti e
Cable Commixslon by executlve direc-  The major complaint from sub-  When MetroVision recelves aservice At the MetroVision end, the depart. [ Shopping Cart . . Section
tor Lark Samouelian. scribers has been the company’s call, a crewmember is sent out within ment head who recelves the call fills Sporta ., . . . . .SectionC RECRUITMENT
. system, Samouellan sald, Al 48 bours, sald Bob McCann, MetroVi-  ont another form acknowledging re- SuburbanlLlfe. . . , 4,568 HELP WANTED
"The blggest Improvement has been yfg " SATOUS improved its phone sion general manager. celpt of the complaiot and Instructions | NEWSLINE . . . . 477-5450 !
since the rate Samouelian sysiem, many resldents still complaln  That doesa't necessarily mean a ser- to the company’s staf?, CLASSIFIED ADS , 591-0800 Classified Advertising
Fate nerease 1o MetroVislon's Feb. 1 aout ot gettng (hroogh of goling view prooces iy somssiy mesa an MetroVislon officlals call the | HOMEDELIVERY . 591.0500 Bogins in SECTION G
rate increase, busy xignals, because It depends on what the prob-  SWOCC offlce when {be complaint has f today's paper.
When considering MetroVision's re. ] y poople are telling us that they lem ls, McCannsald, - been resolved, Samonelian sald, of today's paper.
quest for an Increase, SWOCC officials can't through. I bave to ch When subscribers have technical, In- . feedback from Is
several months ago Indicated thelr con- that now,” Samouellan sald. stallation or bliling problems, they will oew,” she sald. “That way they know
o concern was the cable compa- Subscribers shouldn't hang up when be directed to that particular depart-  thelr staff la {ulfllling their responalbil-
ny’s service performance, ities”

meym-buyﬂmal.mmd.um

3

ment, McCann said,
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