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Bizet’s ‘Carmen’
is a feast for eyes
as well as for ears

“Carmen” is beautiful!

‘The opera, the film, the character, the actresy — all beautlful to
see and hear, In fact "Blzet's Carmen,” directed by Francesco
Rosl, is onc of the most rewarding visual experiences you will ever
have,

That's pretty lronlc since one usually talks about istening to
opera, but 19thcentury grand opera Is a visual 23 well as aural
spectacle of the flrst order. It is much to Rosi's credit, and the
credit of the entire erew, that this flim is such a marvelous dlsplay
in all regards,

Another one of 1ife's ironles: Bizet dled three months after the
dlsastrous premlerc of “Carmen” n 1875. Today hls work Is the
most poptlar of operas and some 25 to 30 films have been based on
it,

Last year Carlos Saura's dance verslon was a hit in Detrolt with
Antondo Gades as lead dancer and choreographer, Gades also
choreographed Rosl's “Carmen.* Jean-Lue Godard's “Cartnen® ls
opening in New York (with mast of the musle by Beethoven) but it
1s another *Carmen.”

‘THE STORY IS a simple one with all the best Ingredlents: love,
passlon, jealousy, freedom, sclf-restralnt, crime, 3smugglers and
murder, Carmen, the {ree-spirited and felsty 8ypsy, attracts and
discards men with an nsouctant, happy alr.

Don Jose, a soldler, deserts his post beeause of her and In spite
of the Jove of Micaeln, Escamilio, the torcador, also loves Carmen.
When she leaves Don Jose for Escamillo, tragedy cnaues.

Rosi filmed his “Carmen” In Seville, Carmona and Ronda, Spain,
which In itsslf is unusus) for opera llms. So often the fixed specta-
tor/camera position of opera In a theater or sound stage doesn't
work because film Is 3o reallstlc and opera Is highly synthetle,
Apparently one of Rosi's goals was to meld these two opposltes
and he did 30 admirably well.

Rosl was able to avercome the Innate coutradlcton between op-
cra and flim by restrained camerawork. Director of photography
Pasqualino De Santis first fixes the camera fn the opera house's
best scat, except the comera Is on a real location,

This i3 particularly true at the opening of the arfas, Then, once
the scene and arfa are set, slow, langorous camera movements
mateh the lush, senuous images of the countryside filmed, the ato-
ry told and the muslc sung.

IN THIS WAY, the proper balance between aynthetle conven-

Trends include just ‘red wine’

Let's review some recent trends In
the affalrs of the world of wines, What
are some of the more notable tenden-
cles that will have the greatest effect
on us, the consumers? Here are some
that come readily to my mind.

The use of generic terms such aa bur-
gundy, chablis snd rhine is rapldly
decreaslng. Especlally at the higher
quallty level, terms such a3 red wine,
just that simple, arc becoming more
common. This suggests that winemak-
ers feel that It is no longer necessary to
emulate the wines of Europe to espouse
quallty, This evolution bas occurred In
the last three or four years, truly an
astonlshing pace.

Parallellng this is the greater use of
premium varietals In jug wines, Small
and large jugs of cabernet sauvignon,
tinfandel and colombard are Increas-
Ingly common on the shelves, both at
Kroger's and the classy wine shoppe
down the street, Sebastlan] Vineyards
started this trend toward the end of the
'703. It Is now accepted practice.

The tremendous upsurge 1n the de-
mand, and supply, for sparkling wincs
must be noted. While sales of still table
wines, both domestic and Imported,
bave flattencd out nationally, aparklers
sales are booming. Imports incrense
steadlly, especlally the cxecllent and
medestly priced Spanlsh wines, and the
California market Is taking off ‘:I_th In-

FRENCH WINE sales, both of true
champagne and their less noble coun-
terparts, have never been stronger,
Sparkling wines are, It would Beetn, no
lolnger for holidays and celebrations
alope.

Trends being the flexible things they
are, it i never prudeat to annovnce tho
“death® of a grape, But sales and pro-
duction of two from Callfornla are ex.
tremely tough now, And they bave been
for some time, «

Whlle German wine sales remain
strong, the equivalent from California,
clealing, does not. The latter has never
truly established a set style, and con-
sumers seem 1o go with the prodictable
quality of German wines and eschew
the sometimes-dry, sometimes-sweet
Callfornla products.

Use of the zinfandel grape to make
red wine is the other near-obit alory.
There are some notable exceptions to
thls trend but, In genera, consumption
of this once highly esteemed grape is
way down. Perhaps because winemak-
ers did too-many different things with
it during the '70s, consumers are now

wary.

IrLz' variabllity and Its adaptabillty,
for some its eharm, may now be Its Ita.
bllity, Zinfande! has been marketed as
a port, a late harvest, a fresh berry-like
wine, a near-cabernet, and more. Now
it 13 not marketed well at all.

The fAilp slde, however, is the dramat-

creased p by
sparkling produces, and new winerics
are also invading the field,
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ic turn has taken in belng
produced as o white wine, We have
nearly a score of zinfandels avallable
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tlons of opera and the super-realism of film Is achleved, G ly
the movements of the camera are very limlted and slos, but that
15 all right consldering the scenes chosen are absolutely gorgeous.

The caves of Ronda and the surrounding countryslde have lush,
endless vistas with a romantic depth of focus that leads the eye
deep Inta the pleture and captures the Imaglination.

The ily restored-to-19th-century Seville Is, by contrast,
harsh, bright and sun-baked, But even those images, partlcularly In
the bullring, are softened by dust stirred by borse and bull hooves,

Don Jose and Ruggero Raimond s properly macko and conde-
scendlng as Escamillo. But the opera 1= a feminine tour de foree as
Rosl presents It .

Julla Migenes-Johnson is lavely and sensuous in ber slnglng, act-
Ing and dancing, She fs not well-known in the United States al-
though she has had a successful carcer here and In Europe, includ-
Ing the role of Hodel In the or ginal *Fldler® with Zero Mostel,

' Her Carmen s about as lush and passlonate as anyone can han.
dle.

Falth Esham compliments Carmen's abandon with her forbear-
ance and restraint as Micaela. She is lovely, controlled, spiritual,
yet a woman In more ways than Carmen.

THE CHORUS, the tobacco factory girls, and Carmen's part-
ner's in erime ~ Mercedes (Susan Danlel) and Frasqulta (Lllian
Watson) — are also extremely femlnine ~ so much so as to cast
the opera In a different light. Mintmized is the mascullne aspect of
the bullring, even though that spectacle is there in good measure,

wine
Richard
Watson

to us locally. Reports indlcate 'that
more than 50 winerfes produce it, some
of them In huge quentities,

EVEN SEBASTIANI Is marketing
tinfandel in 1.5-lter jugs. This tread
has kept many zinfandel vines in the
ground and producing that otherwise
would have been torn out, awalting a
better day when they can be used to
make the good red wine of which they
aracapable.

Californla cabernet sauvignen {3 no
longer belng vinlfied as the heavy, bru-
tal monster It onco was. Wine makers
ara eadeavoring to develop wines clos-
er to the eloquence of the best of the
bordeaux wines. Thia way they win
(ewer competitive taste-offs by sheer
power; now they will attempt to do so

Freoch burgundy wines contlnue to
be expensive as they Always have boen,
but their style is Increasingly lght.
Veteran Lmbibers of this most marvel-
ous red are saddened by the continuing
treod toward ready-to-drink-upoa-re.
lease wines that lack the depth and
richness of the Burgundians of the '60s
and before,

Sauvignon blanc contlnues, under its
vatious names, to do well in the mark.
eiplace as well, as the glass as an alter-
native to chardonnay. More available
than ever, the selecticn in wine stores
Is buge, the price range modest to de-
ceat. Intereatingly, white bordeaur in-
terest has pot developed in the same

way.

I-!mlly. while the prices in general
of European wines have dropped
soundly (due to the present strong dol-
lar), Callfornla prices have at least sta-
bilized in the last year or two, The cap,
however, may have come {00 late, al.
lowlng many Americans to once again
rted wines as lh&r
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with class and complexity,
bar,

return to impo,
cholce. One can hardly blame them;
parallels to the automobile market are
very close,

ATTENTION
DINNER CLUB
CARD HOLDERS

For the third year, Kingsley Inn of Bloomfield Hills
is declaring February “LET'S GET ACQUAINTED
MONTH.” Your dinner club card - no matter
what name or origin - will be honored for full
value in our restaurant at dinner only Sundays
through Thursdays in February*. The card will
not be punched or otherwise devalued.

It's just our way of inviting you to get acquainted
and sample our interesting menu...much more
affordable than you might think.

“Not valid on Valentine’s Day, February 14.

Kingsley Inn

Selected to serve at the U.S. Presidential Inaugurals
In Washington, D.C., 1381 and 1865
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things to do

A Slaling Hot 2 Hour
Varloty Show Stacing

® ORIGINAL WORK

“AdJustments,” an origlnal work by Oakland Universty admints-
trator Robert L. Douglas, contlnues at 8:15 p.m. Monday-Tuesday,
Feb. 2.3, at Varner Recita! Hzll on campuy near Rochester, The
work is a highlight of the Black Awarcness celebratlon at the uni-
versity. Tickets to the public are $5, with student admission 31
For more [nformation, call 370-3262 or 370-3208.

® ‘MUSIC MACHINE'

Viewers are [nvited to be part o the audience and find out if
undefeated champlon Gerry Woo, 17, of Troy holds onto his title
when WDIV-TV, Channcl 4, tapes three more “Saturday Night Mu-
slc Machine® shows at 7 p.m, Tuesday, Feb. 5, at LaNotte's, 34244
Groesheck, Fraser. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. The usual cover charge
s being walved for the taplng,

@ AT NICKY'S

The Loving Cup performs for listening and dancing Tuesdays-
Saturdays through Feb, 23 at Nicky’s [n the Annex of the Top of
Troy building.

® PLAYING HURLEY'S

Chateau perfortns Top 40 sounds from 8:30 p.m. to 1 a.m., Mon-
dayx-Saturdays and 9 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. Fridays-Saturdays through
Feb. 16 at Hurley's in the Northfleld Hilton Hotel In Troy.

® ESCAPE ARTIST

The Great Viano, escape artist, will entertaln [n shows at 1 and
6:30 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday, Feb. 5.7, at Oakland Mall ln Troy, He
wlll free himself from ropes, chalns, bandcufts, a straight Jacket
and a guillotine, The evening performance wlll be highlighted by
Houdini'a ot eriginal creation, the escape from the Chinese Wa-
ter Torture Cell. The shows are open to the public free,

® CABARET SERIES

A cabaret revue of Cole Porter continues at 8 p.o. Fridays.
Saturdays through Feb, 29, as part of a cabaret series to be pre-
sented at Henry Ford Centennin) Librery in Pearbsrs, Tha seiiey
13 offered by Dearborn's Recreation Department Fine Arts Divi-
slon. Blrmingham resident Pamela Cleeland {s among the cast
members for the Cole Porter revue, The seriey Is produced by
Larime Pre Inc., of Bl ander the di of
Cleeland and musical directors David Wilson and Dino Valle, Sec-
ond show In the series will be an evening of opera highlights,
March 1-2, and the life and songs of Gerahwin, March 8-30. Tickets
for individun] shows are $8, $5 for atudents and sentors. For reser-
vations, call §43.2354,
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cleansing ingredients
Peifets with System
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Twice As Much System-Clogging

Dirt As Ordinary Salt

Systeth Saver™ Pellets Remove Nearly
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