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VER HIGH TECH lines of
cable television, a message
{or out-of-control teens and
{rantic parents ks signalling
hope and suppart.

Slnce last march, Amy Devone,
founder of the Toughlove Chapter in
Oakland County, has been writing, edlt-
ing and producing “Get Tough with
Love™ a publle service program aimed
at misbehaving teenngers and thelr

rents.

Presently, the shows arc alred on
Channel 18 which reaches Southfield
and Lathrup Village serviced by Conti-
nental Cable TV and also In areas
served by Booth Cable Television and
Tribune Unlted.

Atreas where “Get Tough with Love”
will be shown by Feburary include Bir-
mingham, Beverly Hills, Blngham
Farms, Franklin, Rochester, Aven
Townshlp, Troy, Farmington Hills,
Livonla, Farmington, and Redford.

February will mark the first time an
hour Jong show wlll be broadeast. The
' Hlrst 60-minute show will present high

TV airs messa

Toughlove

‘We tell parents not to throw the kids
out, but to hug them. Then at the end of
the nieeting we make a regular
ceremony out of the parents and kids

hugging.’

— Amy Devone

County chapter of Toughtove, a natlon-
al parent-teen support group,

“Draw the bottom line for behavior
and don't go below it* is the eredo of
the group which, while sounding tough,
works through positive support,

“Sometlmes parents have to back
away and let others handle a situation
with a youngster, no matter how pain-
{ul,” she explalas,

“For Instance, Toughlove parcots
may draw thelr line by forhldding use
of the famlly car or telephone or refus.
::}8 1o tntervene when a kid is In trou-

or

success despite the toughness, because
a lot of love is radlated,

BOTH n the Toughlove chapter and
wlth the television program, Devone,
employed at an area hospital,
reached out, not only with support for
others, but requesting support with the
work of theorganization,

Ron Greenberg, who took cable tele-
vislon clesses and then needed an outlet

ge of support

kids. They help with make-up and cue
carda and all sorts of things.”

DEVONE says for most teenagers,
the biggeat source of problema is the
negative influence of peers,

“What wa try o do Is focus on posi-
tives, on talenis and abilitles to coun-
teract those influcnces, One thing we
do [a have a meeting the third week of
every month for both parents and
kids,” she says.

“We scem to get about 35-40 percent
kids and that’s reatly a posltive. When
you get the kids and thelr parents com-
municating, that's progress.”

“We tell parents not to throw the kids
aut, but to hug them. Then at the end of
the meeting, we make a regular cere-
ly:;on:y out of the parents and kids hugg-

g.

Toughlove advances guldelines to
those who come for help, not a tight
ding to Devone. Both

for hls new tralning, flrst the
serles of programs on “Get Tough with
ve,”
Presently, he is the producer of the
profect, now fliming a new show each
month. The shows are taped in the

- school and middle school
and principals, and other experts,

- "It will be shown on the second,
third, and fourth Mondays In Febru.
ary,” says Devone. “Drugs, alcohol,

~ teen pregnancy, and absenteelsm are
some of the arcas we'll get into.”

DEVONE got into Toughlove herself
when her own two sons, the eldest of
ber four children, began to give her
problems, She formed the Oakland

More drastic measures may be lock-
ing a youngster out If he

breaks curfow, then directing him to
another Toughlove family who will
shelter the youth undll ke or she agrees
to live by the rules,

“A teenager on drugs could come
home to find bags packed and a note
with advice to get into 2 rehab pro-
gram or fInd another place to live,” De-
vone says.

Devane contends her three year old
chapter has had a great measure of

facilities of Continental
Cable.

"We vldeotaped an actual Toughlove
meetlng,” he says, “Now we're dolng
our elghth show and they're looking
pretty professional,”

In addition to Greenberg, Devone
gocs to a gatural souree of help, the
teens she is trylng to help.

"I think of problems and try to em-
phasize the positive,” she says, *We're
always trylng to get Imput from the

the natlonal and local orgasizations are
non-profit.

“We have to undertake fundralalng
sometimes,” Devone says. “But when
people are in crlals, they aren’t usually
in a frame of mind to go out and ask
for money.

*Also, we can't appeal for funds on
the publlc zecess televlslon,”

OCCASIONALLY, she explalns, they
Ket a donatlon.of stamps or a few dol.
lars, They will attempt Lo get a grant
:gr the production of the television

0w,

Devone has had a llberal education
organizing the Toughlove chapter and

When Bad Things Happen
A book whose title is often misread

By Loralne McClish
atatf writor

“When Bad Things Happen to Good
People” was reviewed for United
Methodlst Women of First United

Mcthodist Church of Farmlagton, by 1l-
brarlan Jane Alstrom when she was a
guest speaker for the group at the re-
quest of one of its members.

Written by Rabbl Hareld Kushner, 11~
brarlans and booksellers have said that

Few tickets left
for dinner dance

Farmington Communlty Band s
once agaln sponsorlng what promises
to be a sellout dloner dance wrapped
around a Valentlne Day theme. The
band’s flfth annual dance beglns with a
cash bar at 6:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 8, in
Glen Oaks Golf Club, followed by a buf-
fet dinner and then danelng to the mu-
sic of Farmington Community Band
until midalght.

“l have about 20 tickets Jeft out of
230, sald Mary Orwig, who Is the
band’s buslness manager, doubling as

Valentine Card Party
Elalne Dorocak (seated at tight), s Farmington

Hills resident, is tho chalrwoman for
Central Mothers' Club annusl Valentine Card
Party which begins this year at 8 p.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 13 In ihe school. Among her commit-
teowomen are Marina Abunassar (seated at
feft), and standing from left, Jo Garcla, Maureen

reservation taker. “The tlckets are
going faster than In previous ycars, I
started gettlng phone calls about the
dance late In October.”

Stieking to a successful format, the
all-you-can-cat buffet includes three
cnirces, and the muslc for dancing
comes In the Big Band atyle of the '30s
and '40s.

Tickets at $20 each arc avatlable by
calling Orwig, at 477-3596, or Paul
Barber, conductor of the band, at 661-
4604,

Hedding and Dona Gene

the book is often nsked for as “Why Bad
Things Happen to Good People.”

“Maybe that's because our soclety iy
most comfortable with cxplanatlons,
and we are eager for someone to tell us
the “why" of the crash, or the cancer or
the carthquake,” Alstrom told her audi-
ence,

Kushner faced both the “why” and
the “when” questions in depth when he
learned that his infant son, Aaror, was
a vieilm of progeria, an lllness com-
monly deseribed as rapld aging. Along
with this knowledge he learned that
Anron would be shert-lived and very
kely unsightly.

As to the “why,” Kushner concludes
that It i3 nothing more than chance that
one is afflicted and another is spared,

As to the "when,” rather than scarch-
Ing for cxplanatlons that have no satis.
factory answers, Kushner asks the
reader to concentrate on his or her re-
aponses and reactlons to the bad things
that happbn.

TiE AUTHOR pours out a stream of
questions for the reader to ponder,
many of them, if faced squarely,

ot [

comprise a test of capabillty In forgiv.
Ing others or oncsclf. Then he asks the
ultimate question about the possibllity
of stllt loving a God that allows bad
things to happen ta those people consld-
ered as good In the cyes of their faml-
Ues, their church, thelr community and
soclety as a whole.

He goes to great length in writlng of
the futllity of blaming others or onc-
self, and the futility of barboring guilt.

Comments from the audlence re-
vealed that some women 1o the group,
notably those who were involved In a
prayer circle for the chureh, had some
problem wlith the stance that bad
things bappening to good people come
by chance.

Other comments from the floor sug-
gosted that [t was not a book (o read
while one was in the midst of a trage-
dy, but rather one to read to arm one-
sclf, so to speak, praying for the
strength to be able to face come what
m

ay.

Many thought of it as an “uplifting
book" or “vpbeat book”that polnted out
the responslbllity that onc has to him-
self to go on llving.

Alstrom's fccllngs were that it wasa
book to help the reader “glve a good
hard look at how we are conducting our
llves and see if we have the ability to
forglve and keep on loving.”

The audieace’s “uplifting” and
“upbeat” comments stemmed from
Kushner's thoughts that zeroed in on
the good Umes of Aaron's life; the love
that came (o the family from others;
and the few healthy children who went
out of thelr way to make fricnds with
his son.

‘Through all of the soul-searching he
put down on paper, the author con-
cludes that “yesterday is not as palnful
as it was,” and that “I am not alraid of
tomorrow.”

ALSTROM WAS asked to review the
beok by Marge Conover, a member of
United Methodist Women, who Ls also a
member of a book discusslon group the
Ubrarian leads,

“She was specifically requested to
review a speciflc book, which is the
way most of our roquests for reviews
come to us,” said Clara Bohrer, senlor
librarlan for the Farmington Hiils
Branch Library,

Bohrer sald there is no written policy
the lbraries have for loaning out a re-
viewer for a few hours. Requests are
responded to as part of the library's
outreach program.

and

are
Tickets are $4 each, at the door, for the evening
of card playing, & chance at winning door prizes
and a choice of desasrts. Advance reservations
are taken by calling Redding at 553-9242.

both Far

Itechow 1s president of
Unlted Methodlst Women of First Unit-
ed Methodlst Church of Farmington.
The women's soclety is part of a net-
work of global ministry with emphasls
on misslon work, rather than as an aux-
1llary to the local chi .

MINDY SAUNDERS!statt photographer

Amy Devone is wrlter and producer of “Get Tough With Love,” a-
public service program alred this month aimed at mishehaving

teens and their parents.

producing the television show, She runs
the weekly meetings at the Oak Park
Community Center and helps gets all
the loosa ends ready for tying when
taping time In Southfleld comes
around,

In addition, she coaches her daughter
Rord, 14, in basketball, and keeps her
daughter, Carrie, 16, busy with school
and positlve chores for her support
group profects. Sons Gregg and Jeffrey
have grown up and Jeft the nest.

Devone cobtends the TV shows arm =
onal

2 place for
& troubled teen, she admits It's nsually =
ber place they coma to, .

But she's receptive to help from
those of any age. Persons who bave a
problem with a teen or would like to
help others or be part of a televiston
project can call her at $88-1127,

Valentine Day music
planned for concert

Farmlngton Musicale presents “With
a Song In My Heart,” a concert of mu-
sle suitable for Valentine Day, at 1:15

p.m. Wednesday In Farmington Hills *

Branch Library, on 12 Mlle, cast of
Farmington Road,

The concert features two Musicale
members, planlst Ann Tueros and
soprano May Arvo.

Arvo wlll alng the title song along
with Vietor Herbert and Jerome Kern

love songs accompanled by Eleanor
Peets in tha first half of the program.
During the second half, Tueros will
perform original compositions. The
program will conclude with a medley
of "Wunderbar,” “Begin the Begulne”
and “What Is This Thing Called Love.”

The concert Is free, Those wishing
baby-siting services should call Flor.
ence Kaston, 476-0100,

SAVE 20% ON
JEWELRY REPAIRS
GIVE YOUR JEWELRY
ASECOND CHANCE

polish,

tisfuciion

Don't giveup onyour broken chainsand
loote mountings, Bring them tous instcad. We'llbuff,
size and re-string everything you need, Then return

yourilems,
1

h 21

teed, Your precious gems and
ionofthe jewelersat

Gharles W, Warren, Ask about our free estimates
and complimentary cleaning.
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