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Backers of ban on 2-for-1 drinks
want consumers to say ‘enough’

3y Tom Panzenhsgan
itaff writer

ANNING 2-for-1 drinks in bars
may not reduce the number of
drunk drivers, but it’s a step
in the right direction, Industry

‘epresentatives say.

More important than tbe ban that
sakes effect Wednesday, spokesmen
agree, is (he need to make bar patrons
aware of thelr responsibllities.

“It's the old clean-your-plate syn-
drome,” sald Barb Lezotte, apokes-
woman for the Michigan Licensed
Beverage Assoclation (MLBA), which
represents 3,000 bar, restaurant and
party store owners, “People feel that
whatever Is put in front of them, they
have to finish. “I'wo-fors' encournge
people to over-consume.”

Accordlng to Dan Sparks, dlirector of
executlve services, Michigan Llquor
Centrel Commission (LCC), “All it {the
ban) does Is say that no licensee can
serve two identical drinks to the same
person at the same time for one price.

“The whole intent ls to prevent a slt-
uatlon where someone walks into a bar
and geis two drinks put In front of
them, whether they want two or not.
Human nature being what it Is, when
people get something for free, they
take It.

“The polnt we're tryleg to make Is
peaple, to some extent, have {o be re-
sponsible for thelr awn actions. If they
want that second drink, they have to
make a consclentlous effort to get it,”
Sparks sait.

Lezotte added, “It's a start. We can’t
solve the whole problem — people stitt
are golng to overdrink. The key thlng ls
that this makes the publlc aware that
they are responsible for thelr actlons.”

ALAN KAUFMAN, of the Southfleld
law firm Kaulman, Payton and Kallas,
called the ban *a start In the right dl-
rectlon, but not a cure-all.”

“It's the tip if Lhe {ceberg,” he sald.
“From our litigations (Involving drunk
drivers), most fatalities or severe inju-
ty accidents — about 72 percent —
happen between 12 and 3 a.m.”

. Most 2-for-1 drink promotlons, or
“Happy Hours,” are offered In the late

What the ban means

The regulation banning tho sale of 2-
tot-1 drinks goes Info effact Wodnes-
day. It is Iatended 10 ban bar and ros-
taurant ownars from serving a customor
two identical drinks tor the price of one
at the same time.

However, because the regulation
doas not prohlbit reduced prices on
drinks, a customer concelvably still
could buy two diinks for the price of
one and have thom sarved 1o him/har
at tho same tima,

For Instance, if a drink costs $1 not-
mally, the customer could not simulta-
neously roceivo two of them for $1 un-
der the banner of a 2-for-1 clfer. But il
1he drink Is offered ot a reduced price
— say, 50 conts = the customer may
slill buy two drinks for $1. And he may
order 1wo drinks at o timo, or 10 at ono
time, as always has boeen the case.

Technlcally, though, the customer
would not ba receiving two drinks for

tho price of ono, And fow bar and res-
taurant ownors reduce pricos as much
a8 50 porcont,

“THE POINT we're trying to mako is
people 10 somo oxtent hava to bo re-
spansible for their own actions. It they
want that second drink, they have to
make a consclentlous offort o get it,”
sald Dan Sparks of the Michigan Liquor
Control Commission (LCG).

dJack Yaker, the LCC's chle! enforce-
ment ofticer, sald ho Is depending upon
spociak-interest groups to hetp the LCC
oniorco the regulation.

“Cemplaints {about violators) won't
come from tho public af targe bul from
cltizons’ groups {such as Mothers
Against Drunk Drivers) who mako spot
checks on thalr own, or from bar own-
©ors who care about the law.

"“The consonsus is bar owners favor
the change. Mest of them want to bo
responslble operators,” Yaker sald,

afternoon in order to attract
on thelr way home from work, he
noted.

“Banning 2-for-1s ls not golng lo
have a big Impact,” Kauiman sald.
“Pcople are stitl golng to drink. It's bet-
ter to enforce the drunk driving laws
that we have, and to educate people
who dispense liquor.”

Lezoite sald the MLBA is educating
bar owners and bartenders,

Since July 1983, 5,000 people bave
attended the MLBA's Technlques in Al
cohol Management (TAM) seminars, of-
Iered several times each year through-
out the atate.

“We traln servers (bartenders) to
recognize slgns of intoxification,” she
said of the semlnars.

“They go into the clintenl effects of
alcoho) on the consumer, how food ef-
fects how fast people get intoxicated,
how a person's size effects intoxlfica-
tion.

“We teach them how to slze up cus-
tomers to get an Idca of how much that
person can drink, and how to recognlze
false Identlficatlon to prevent sales to
minors, how to handle violence and

what to do when a fight breaks out,”
Lezotte sald.

Chuck Hadden, the MLBA's TAM
toordinotor, sald attending the seml.
anrs is voluntary.

“All the good people show up, but the
srue offenders don't,” he conceded.

HADDEN SAID the MLBA initiated
she ban on 2-for-1 drinks last year.

“We heard a calling from our mem-
sers that something should be done.
They didn't Itke the idea of two drinks
1 Iront of a person at the same time —
hat was thelr major objection,” he
sald. ‘

Hadden sald “we are aware® that
nost accidents Involving drunk drivers
ccur in the early morning hours, and
‘hat drunk drivers are not the primary
onsumers of 2-for-1 drinks.

Asked why the MLBA didn’t support
1 ban on all drink promottons, includ-
ng reduced prices and Happy Hours,
1e sald, “We didn't want to go that far.
e want free enterprise to get patrons
n there {the bars).”

‘The LCC's Sparks sald, “If the intent

of the ban} was to do away with Happy
Jours, we would have gone another
®ay., Other states have any
und of drink prometion, but in Michi-
1an we have a Jot of restrictions that
ey don't have In other states.

“Here we have a ban on price-brand
dvertising, so it's harder to promote
dappy Hour because you can't ad-
rertlse prices of brands,” Sparks sald.

BAR OWNERS who back the ban on
t-for-1 drinks (sce accompanying atory)
lo not faver a similar ban on reduced

rrices,

“Everybody nceds some kind of at-
raction (te lure customers) where you
1ave gaps at certain times of the day,”
wnid Vince Martnelll, owner of Marinel-

s In Troy.

Danlel Lublir, the owner of Ryan's
favern in Walled Lake, sald a ban on
*educed prices would *be improper be-

- :ause of the competitive nature we live

Inder,”
He sald, “I fecl It's up to the mer-
*hant to sct his own price. Five pereent

of the customers) will drink a Httle
more with 50 or 25 percent off drinks,
sut 95 percent will drink the same
imount.”

Also in favor of the ban on 2-for-1s
dut agalnst ending reduced prices ls
Mike Witosyznskl, co-owner of the In-
zredibile Edlble In Beverly Hills.

‘The ban “may reduco pressure from
some groups lke MADD Mothers

JAgalnst Drunk Driving,” he sald, but
“our liquor Liabllity (Insurance) is tripl.
ing this year and the revenue has to
come from somewhere to caver it.”

BILL BRUNETT ls the secretary/

of the Bl based
Seed Roberts Insurance Agency and in
chargo of the company’s Liquor Lability
coverage.

The ban on 2-for-1 drinks *is a start
in the right direction” toward getting
drunk drivers off the road, he sald, but
*It won't bave a significant Impact on
the {nsurance industry.”

Insurance rates “have escalated so
drastically that within 80 days Mquor
liabllity may be totally unavallable,”
ho sald. “It's getting (o the point that
Lloyd's of London won't write liquor -
abllity in the state. When they kick out,
you've got serlous problems.”

Brunett sald, “Insurance rates are up
two or three times what they were a
year ago because of the tremendous in-
crease in lawsuits (involving bar own-
era) filed in the atate, and the cost of
settlements,

“As presently constltuted, you don't
have to prove negligence on the part of
the restaurant or bar owner {in a drunk
driving sult), If the person was intoxl.
cated, the restaurant or bar owner can
be held responsible for injuries caused.

“Getting tid of 2-for-1 drinks is a
start in the right direction, because It
reduces the ‘exposure to Joss, but t's
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Bartender Paula serves customers two drinks during Hippy Honr;E

at Ryan's Tavern, Starting Wednesday,
drinks goes into effect, It will be {llegal for bartenders to serve two

identical drinkw at once for tho
sround the regutation,

price of one — but there are ways -

when a ban on 2-for-1

the tip of the iceberg in this state.”

INSURANCE RATES will decrease
if two things happen, Brunett sald.

“First, disallow lawsuils coming
from the family of the alleged intoxl-
cant,

“If 1 kil} somebody else, then sue me.
But right now we're eacouraging sul-
clde because If I (get drunk and) kill
myszelf, my family can sue those estab-
lishments {that provided the alcohol}
and recover,

“1f we eliminate that aspect of the

law, then 1'd better be pretty damn
careful about getting myself intoxicat-
ed to the polnt I do mysclf In, because
my family then could not recaver from
a party.”
The second thing that will bring in-
surance rates down 1s a cap on llability
3o that a party cannot recover more
than a certain amount — perhaps
$300,000, Brunctt sald. "Once we do
that, the industry actuarily has the po-
tentlal to fix a (lower) rate,” he safd.

“RIGHT NOW the corer bar owner
i3 caught between a rock and a hard
place,” the MLBA’s Hadden sald.

“They’re dolng the right things, send-
Ing thelr bartenders to TAM (Tech-
niques of Alcohol Management) — he's
not the offender, yet he's seelng his Ma-
blllty rates skyrocket 300 percent In
the last year,

*That’s why you have te put the re-
sponsiblllty back on the patron. There’s
only 5o much you can do to stem drunk
driving,” he sald.

Bar owners favor the regulalon
banning 2-for-1 drinks, but most will
cg;:um:’eul; offer dﬂ;.h ntﬂ ue
prices g special oury, .

“We always thought g?!};rull were
not a good Idea,” said Diane Debold,
the day manager at McFrock's In
Farmington Hills, .

*1t's like having a full plate of food.
You feel obligated to eat the whole
lhmg because it's In front of you," she
sa

McFrock's offers dlscount drinks
because, “If people want to drink,
they're golng to drink. Beer s cheap-
€r at a grocery store,” she sajd, bul
custommers still are attracted to bars
and they expect

Bar owners back
ban on 2-for-1s

themselves off —

them off yourselt.” o hnvva w b

0
RYAN'S TAVERN offers veduced,
Irink prices “because of the competl-,
tive nature we llva under,” Lublin_
3ald. He said he would be “personally
spposed” to a ban on reduced prices.

Marlnelll's owner Vince Marinell
sald, *People tend to overdo it when
you give them 2-for-1. The other part
it s you don't know If the consumes!
wants two drinks n front of him at
the same time.”

Marinelll, whose bar is In Troy, stili
SMers drinks at reduced prices to at-

In drink prices.

Daniel Lublin, the owner of Ryan's
Tavern in Walled Lake, 2ald, “People
have a tendancy when you give them
two drinks to drink two, even though
thelr capacity doesn't allow It.

“If customers buy one drink at a
time, when they reach their limlt,
they cut themselves off. Still, § per-
cent {of the customers) won't cut

tract during gaps In the
day when clientele s low, hesald,

Mike Witeszynski, the owner of the-
(ncredible Edible in Beverly Hills,
satd the ban on 2-for-1 drinks “won't
shange much at all for anyone,

“Instead of drinks at $2, they'll go
0 $1. But it (the ban) may relfeve
sressure from some groups,” he sald”
referring to such groups as Mothers
Agalnst Drunk Drivers.
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Know doing thi ble? Let us

know, Write: Inside Angles, _I"armwiuglon Observer,
33203 Grand River, Farmington 48024,

LISA FERIA BURRY, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred
Ferla of Farmington and a Farmington High School graduate, has
been promoted to head nurse in intermedlate Intensive care at
Providence Hospital. She joined Providence Hospital in 1978 and
has served as nurse assistant, reglstered nurse and charge nurse in
medical/surgical and eritical care areas, Is l‘nae’mber of the
Critical Care C ployee Actlvities Commit-
tee and the Nurse Conference Group. She graduated cum laude
from Mercy College of Detrolt with 2 bachelor of sclence In nucs-
ing and s currently enrolled at Madonna College in the master’s
degree program of nuralng adminlstration,
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dents who took part in the annual Washington Studies Program
sponsored by the Evangel Department of Soclal Sclences. A senior,
Weige! is majoring In accounting, He was awarded a Business and
Economle Scholarship this year and bas made the dean's lst the
last five consecutive semesters.

JEFFREY BENCA, Deborah Justunen, Kristine Furman,
Diane Mulville and Ju‘whle Fleck made the dean's llst at Northern
U 'a {a]

SUSAN McDONOUGH, of Farmlngton Hills, an clectri-
cal engineering major at Oakland University, Is currently working
for Michlgan Bell Tetephone under the Oakland University Cooper-

AIRMAN MICHAEL S. CAMERELLA, son of Doy-
lene Szopo of Chicago and Anthony C: of F Hills,
has been assigned to Lowry Alr Force Base, Colorado, alter com-
pleting Alr Force basic tralning. He will now recelve specialized
instructlon In the and weapony fleld.

LORI FOLLMER, of Farmington, was selectad for “Who's
Who Among Sludenta in American Universities." She recently
14 {rom the of with & bachelor of
science degree and will be working at St. Joseph's Hospital In Ann
Arbor.

; CADET GREGORY YORK, son of Mr. and Mrs. Freder.
lek York of Farmington Hills and a 1983 graduate of North Farm-
Ington High School, has been pamed to Lhe dean's List at the United
States Miiltary Academy, Wesl Polnt, N.Y.

{ MARIA FROMIN, daughter of George and Adela Fromi
0]

atlve Program. The program allows junlor and senlor
students to galn work experfence, regardless of major,

LAWRENCE VAYKO, of Farmington has been named to
the dean's list at Adrian College. To achieve this honor, a student
must maintaln a 3.5 grade polnt average.

IN NICHOLS, son of Donald and Allce Nichols of

o and n ioh0 wradin of High ool s the

hics editor for Echo, Eastern Michigan Unive: 's cam-
;eu:xfre;:plpef, He trapsferred to EMU in pursult of a soclology
degrea after getting his graphic arta degree from Oakland Corm-
munity College’s Orchard Ridge Campus. Before taking the new
poaltion he was the political and editorial cartoonist for Echo and
turned out three cartoon strips a week for the paper.

T J. SMITH. I Mr. and Mrs. Robert Smith of
e Ly aod s raduate of High School, has

1o Lt. Colonel {n the U.S. Alr Force. After enlisting,

of Farmington Hills and a 1984 North F
.High School, will be presented with the Willlam J. Branstrom

been
be speot time in Vietoam and Is presently stationed at Nomn"g

The Only Thing Better Than
. Our Golf Is Our Golf Package

$139

$79
3 days/

athers/per person
double occupancy

2nights

Additional days $ 35 per person

Our special golf package includes
3 days and 2 nights In one of our fully
fumished homes, not just a single room.
Each has complete kitchen facilities and
daily maid service.
Play 45 glorious holes of golf, in-
cluding 27 holes of Robert Trent Jones-
4 1 golf at Carolina Trace, and 18

hman Award at an Honors C at as

dne of the top 5 percent of bier class at the University of Michigan.
JOHN D. WEIGEL, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Weigel of
and & 1981 grad of F 00), Lo-
terned tn the Washington offlce of U.S. Sext. Thomas F. Eagleton of
*Missourt, He was one of 12 Evangel College (Springtield, Mo.) stu-
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Colorado Springs. In May be will toF
Force Base in New York to fly the F-111 jets.

ER, and Maryellen George of Farmingion
L A ke Academic Achlevement List t Siena
Helghts Collega recognizing part-time students who & a !
B::g: polot a‘;‘:,nge out of a possible 4.00 during fall term.

more at Carolina Lakes, We're Just 9
miles from Moore County, home of
Pinehurst; golf capital of the world! You

get guaranteed starting times each day!
Plus, you can play tennis and swim.
Fine dining is avallable in the
Carolina Trace Clubhouse.
Call or write today for reservations
or further information, .

Carolina Trace

Post Office Box 2250
Sanford, North Carolina 27330
Telephone:.(919) 4995103
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