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How Congressmen

"Read Our Minds

By DENNIS L. PAJOT

Pollution, crime and Vietnam loom great-
est among the concerns of the citizepry to-
day, followed closely by anxieties cgected
with crisis in the big cities.

Education. a traditional nauonal WOITY,
and the pocketbook issue of inflation rank
only fourth and fifth places as the great gen-
eral election campaigns of 1970 swmg into
high gear. .

These conclusions are based on a com-
parison of “privrity” rankings in recent
weeks by area political officeholders, candi-
dates and educators.

As might be e‘(pecled the order uf de-
clining concern wasn't exactly the same on all
eight. In fact. only two showed the top three
concerns'as the “"top three.”

SOMEWHAT SURPRISINGLY, “pbllu—
tion” showed up overwhelmingly asi the

- prime concern. It was among the top three

priorities most, seven times: among the top
two most. six times: among the top three
most, five times: and among the top five
most, eight times.

“Crime” eticited the next greatest show-
ing, also fjrst three times; among the top two,

four times; among the top three, five times; - -

and among the top five, six times.

*‘Vietnam"
“education” by virtue of its being listed first
twice, while education’s highest priority was
second, twice. Both were rated among the top
three priorities four times.

Ironically, Vietnam wasn't rated second on
any of the eight listings. education  wasn't
rated first on any and neither appeared fourth
or fifth.

P I
THIS WOULD SEEM to indicate that
those candidates who hit hard on the ‘‘peace
now’ issue and those who attack with equal
fervor the “'safe streets™ issue will be tugging

*. on vast numbers of emotiods. It would also

rated as third priority over

seem to indicate that a ‘“'save our environ-
ment" platform would be even more produc-
tive.

It is to determine just such clues to the
voters’ triggers that polls are taken, and it is
why so many are conducted just prior to the
fall elections.

Another reason is that it gives the candi-
dates a chance to issue statements keyed to
the poll resuits. These statements commonly
attempt to highlight a record on certain is-
sues or to make a record on them,

Political polls are infamous for being in-
accurate — due to the polltakers’ biases and
the unscientific *'selected audience.”
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IN AN ATTEMPT to reduce the margin-

of error, Observer Newspapers compared the
polls results of the three area congressmen, a
neighboring congresswoman, a U.S. sepate
challenger, and that taken of a college politi-
cal science class.

One area congressman took essentially
two polls, which were regarded separately for
this story: of adults and of 18-21 year olds.
Another asked a priority question two ways,
again used in this story -as two polls: o[
“‘priorities” and of “order of budget cutting.”

Not even the two taken of youths below
voting age agreed on rankings. The college
class listed: Vietnam, inflation, pollution,
crime, poverty as the top five in that order.
The congressman’s younger constituents

ranked them this way: pollution, crime, edu-
cation, defense, urban problems.
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_ FROM THEIR SELECTED ‘‘general”
audiences the four congressmen got results as

follows:

Williarh Ford (D-15th District) of Taylor,
who represents Garden City, Westland and

taxes.

Canton: Crime, pollution, Vietnam, poverty,

Marvin Esch (R-2nd District) of Ann

Arbor Plymouth and: Northville: pollution,

ON SALE

The Fashion Mate” sewing

machine by Singer. Comes with
acarrying case. So you can
travel easy. Sew on all sorts of
fabrics—irom

chiffon to suede.

Reg.price $69.95. 66

tum on

and turn out anything

1t's hard to get you to come
inandpart with your money
these days. Even for such
a really good buy as a
Singer*sewing ma-
chine. But now, with no
surtax, there's more
money in every pay-
check. So to make
it easler for you to
change your mind,
we've cut prices. And
each portable has Its
own carrying case, to
makeitreally easytotake.
Think hard now. (s this any
time for a girl to be without
astitch of her own?

NOW
ON SALE

The Touch and Sew*

zig-zag sewing machine by
Singer. In a carrying case.
Features the Push-Button
Bobbin, many other built-in fea-
tures including the built-in

bunonholer 239

pnce $309.95.
Save $70.95

t«SINGER

Teagemark of THE SIGER COMPANY.

The Singer 11038" Credit Plan helps you have your Your budget.
ESTLAND CENTER LIVONIA MALL TEL-TWELVE MALL
v 425.9500 4767777 353-1330

'WONDERLAND CENTER
GA 7-0011

NORTHLAND CENTER
1-106 EL 5-8899
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You Can
Design
Yule Seal

Local artists today are invited
by Donald J. Gillard, president
“of the Tubemdom and Health
Society Wayne County, to
enter the nationwide com-
petition for the deslsn of the
1972 Christmas Seal

A $1,000 cash lwurd will be
given the artist whose design is
chosen to spearhead the annual

drive against emphysema,
luberculollu and  other
iratory diseases, and air

. polluuun Gllllrd sald.
Deadline for entries is Oct. 1.
Contest rules and coples of
Christmas Seal designs from
1907 to 1970 are available from
the TB and Heaith Soclety, 153
Ellzabeth, Detrolt, or call 91~

1697,

. The-design itself will appear
on the Christmas seals mailed
to millions of U. S. homes
during the 1972 holiday season.

It also will nppe‘ilr on posters,

lboards  an Jovisl
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JUDY NESTER helped count surveys of voters in the Faormington ohnce of 19th District Rep. Jack McDonald.
(Observer photo by Vm:e Witek)

education. welfare, aid to inner cities, high-

ways.

Jack McDonald (R-19th District) of Far-
mington. who represent Livonia and Redford
Townghip: crime. pollution. education, de-
fense\urban problems. It was McDonald who
polled'f? 20 vear olds separately.

Martha Griffiths (D-17th District) of
northwest Detroit: lpriorities> crime, pollu-
tion. Vietnam. inflation, social unrest; (least
desirable areas of cuts) pollution, education,
aid to cities. welfare, defense.

U.S. Senate candidate Mrs. Lenore Rom-
ney (R) was told by her poll before the pri-
mary election: Vietnam, inflation. crime,
environmental control. youth.

The political science class poll was taken
by Larry VanderMolen, Schoolcraft Commun-
ity College instructor and unsuccessful pri-
mary election candidate for the Democratic
nomination to run for Wayne County commis-
sioner.
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WHILE THESE REVEAL readily the top
three concerns, the results are less, clear on
lesser concerns. Some pollsters had respon-
dents rank 10 items, some more. These show
little doubt but what ‘‘space” and ‘‘agricul-
ture” are least popular with the suburban
populace.

Except in: McDonald’s poll, defense
spending and the military-industrial complex
were ranked very low but not lowest. In fact,
“‘defense’” hit the top five three times,

If terms such as “‘welfare,” “'aid to ci-
ties,” “‘poverty,” “‘urban problems” and “so-
cial unrest” can be lumped as various sym-
bols of the same general attitude, there is a

' Production schedules require
that the Christmas Seal design
be selected two years in ad-
vance of issue, Gillard ex-
plamed The 1970 Seal, created
by L. Gerald Snyder “of
California, goes in the mail next
fall, The 1971 Christmas seal,
now in praductlon, was
designed by James J. Cla
also of California.

that it is right bekind the top three.

These terms (collectively) were ranked

in the top five inine times, but never higher
than third. i
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SOME.OF THE POLLS sought answers
to other national questions, such as the pace
of Vietnam withdrawal and how to halt infla-
tion.

ﬁloodmobile
To Visit

Art Lange, Classified Mgr.
422.0900

Iuow to £OITION, February

FRED J. LEVINE, Advertising Diractor

Lodge 2246 at 31117 Plymouth,
a block east .of Merriman, on

p.m.
For an appointment to do-

at 422-2787.

2 Make
Dean’s List

10,200
15,900

15200 1448
11500 & 11,007
9,586

Two Observertand residents
made the spring dean’s list at
Michigan Tech University by
earning a grade-point average
of 3.5 or higher.

. 116,600
94,900

108,578
87,365

Joo! Stark, Retell Mgr.

- “
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- A Red Cross bleodmobite
will be at the Livonia Elks

Thursday. Aug. 20, from 28

nate blood, call the Red Cross

They are Dale T. Chisholm
422-3175 of Livonia and Anthony P. *
——7  Landini of Westland.

‘ v
hree asked specifically if the respon-
dents are satisfied with President Richard
Nixon's Vietnam withdrawal strategy. The
measure of response varied widely.

MecDonald, a Republican and staunch
suppdrter of the president until he received
his poll results, said 65 to 75% supported Nix-
on's strategy.
Mrs. Griffiths. a Democrat and ; mild
critid of Nixon's strategy. reporled that 60% of
her respondents favored the presldent s
thrust.
* YanderMolen’s college class gave u only
31% support.

. x :
FIVE POLLS asking respondents to rank

alternatives on the Victnam| question gener-
ally yielded a slight edge for the pace Nixon
is leading. : .
Results locally were almost identical to
thos¢ reported by the Gallup poll last spring
wher the same 21% favored ‘{immediate with-
drawal 25% favored withdrawal by a certain
date] 36% favored “wnthdra&al more slowly,”
and ‘7a favored sending more troops.
n this context, the }{withdraw ;more
slowl]y” is closest to Nixon's strategy.

* * *

FORD’S POLL ranked the same four as
folloys: immediate. 22%: é d of 1970,35%;
more slowly, 36%; more troups %.

Esch got this ranking: i
end pi 1970, 24%: more slowly, 30
troops. 20%.

rs. Griffiths got this: immediate;31%;
end of 1970. 14%: more slowly. 39%; ‘more
troops, 10%

Vander‘\/[clen asked .only whether his

studénts favored immediate withdrawal (48%

did) for more troops (28%). '
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WAGE-PRICE GUIDELINES were over-
whelmingly the choice of pe&'sons responding
to faur polls, each of which difered other pos-
siblg alternatives for combatting inflation.

Tsch learned 68% favoréd the guidelines.
McDonald learned aduits favpr them by about
70% jand youths by about 84%. '

i
Mrs. Gritfiths discovered 70% of her

+ resppndents favored that course of actidn.’

No other questions were|asked by a‘suffi-
cient number of the pullslers to present a
broad-based plcture :

L
ONE ASKED QUESTIONS seek),ng to
learn the peoples’ preferred !methods of com-
batting the number. one a.nd numbep two
priority issues: pollution and'crime.
< |A state senator did. Sen. George Kuhn
(R-14th District) of WestBloomfield, reported
that | his ‘questionnaire indicated the people
wanl stiffer penalties for law breaklng and
pollytion.
He said 81% favor state-wide stob and
laws, 66% favor hmlted capital punish-
for killing a pohceman of fireman on

tris
men

- duty| 80% favor giving law énforcement offi-

cers,greater power dealing with crime, 79%
favor legislative cuts of funds to universities
which allow students to defy the law, and 97%
favol governmental, action to stop industrial
pollution.
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