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Hills council

OKs plans for
new cop shop

By Julio Brown
stall welter

After more than two years of debate,
Farmington Hills oftictals have ap-
proved preliminary plans for a new po-
lice building.

in a 7-0 vote Monday, council ap-
proved the bullding plans recommend-
ed carller by the ad hoc police building

review |

Costick said. Bids are then taken for
the various construction trades.

“We take blds on our own for all
that,” Costick sald. “We have complete
controf of the project that way, It's a
technlque to speed up construetion and
hopefully save money,”

After Interviewing six or seven con-
structlon management firms the infor-
mation will be submitted to the councll
In ane month, ke said.

Council's vote came on the heels of a
Sunday afternoon sesslon at which
council members studied the plans and
proposed financing scheme,

In addition to approving the plans
Monday, members also authorized ap-
proval of a notice of Intent to jssuc
bonds,

“What it does i2 establlsh the amount
of the bonds and the purpose of the
bonds,” satd Cily Manager Willlam
Costick. The bond authorizing resolu-
tlon was set at $2.7 milllon.

Council members also authorized
Costick and the clty's architects, Luck-
enbach and Ziegelman, to prepare a re-
quest for constructlon management
proposals,

“We will meet with firms that specls
alize in constructlon management,”

Gunman

By Joanne Maliszewsk|
staft writer

No doubt about It. Harry Watson was
scared to death when an unidentified
man demanded that the owner of God-
mar Pharmacy put vials of narcotics
Into a plastic bag last Saturday.

“THIS POLICE bullding has been
long in the planning,” Costick sald. “It's
been two to three years developing.”

One Farmington Hllls resident, Aldo
Vagnozzi, spoke to the council before
the vote.

“I'm glad te sce this item on the
agenda,” he sald. “It's been a long time,
but we're finolly there,

“I'm glad we're here and I appreci-
ate what you've been going through, So
onward and upward,” Vagnorz satd.

In ather actlon, the counetl:

® Set a public hearing date, Feb, 25,
for review of 1985-88 Community De-
velopment Block Grant Programa, Thls
year, the clty Is ecntltled to recelve

Ploase turn to Pago 11

arminaton

Thursday, February 14, 1985

Farmington, Michigan

ive cents

- »
Slipping and
» g

sliding

Slippery roads caused a num-
ber of trafftic acclidents this
week, including one Monday
morning on Middlebelt, north
ot Eight Mile in Farmington
Hills. Nine inches of snow ftell
in the area between Sunday
evening and Wednesday
morning, sald Walt Zaleski,
mateorological tachniclan for
the Natlonal Weather Servico
at Datroit Metropoliten Alr-
port.

Lawyers
battle
to serve

8y Joanne Mallszewski
afatf writer

Farmlngton Hills officials are cer-
taln they want to discuss the merits of
{lve law Hirms as possibie legal repre-
sentatlves but are unsure whether the
discusslon should be during a publlc or
closed meeting.

After hearing presentations Tucsday
from the flrms, Including city attorney
Paul Blbeau's, councll members agreed
to put discusslon of the firms on the
Feb. 19 councll agenda.

Whether the discussion will be during
the public meeting o later in an cxecu-
tive sesslon that night stll] remnins to
be determined.

Clty Manager Willlam Costlek, with
the city attorney's help, Is expecied to
advlse the councll Feb, 19 whether that
section of the meeting shoutd be closed
to the public,

The presentations by the flve legal
Clrms 1s the result of an earller council
declsion to review one of the city's con.
sultlng firms each year, The clty attor.
ney was tapped as the first for review.

Because council members have been
unsure of how to evaluate current legal
services, they decided, to Invite flrms
with munlcipal uperllence to provide

r

flees store with

“He opened up his cont so I could sce
a pistol,” sald Watson, who pushed the
store’s holdup alarm button as the aus-
pect fled on foot through the back door
of the pharmaey on Farmington Road,
near Grand River.

The robber, who held up Watson at
about §:30 p.m., fted with about four or

flve botties (tablets and vials) of Dilau-
did, a3 well as vials of injectible Demo-
ral and morphlne, Watson sald.
Although Watson sald the narcotics
are worth about $120 to him in pres-
criptions, on the street the drugs are
worth a lot more, The thief didn't take
anything else tn the store, according to

narcotics cache

Commander Tom Cox of the Farming-
ton police.

WATSON sald he did not sce the
robber walk into the store or walk up to
the pharmacy counter although some
employces later sald they noticed him
carlier because he was standlng by the

Lotto machlne.

""The store was full on the other side.
1 was back here dolng some book work,
sliting at the adding machine,” Watson
sald. He said he then noticed someone
walk through the door leading behlnd

about thel
and lo mnke an eral presentation,

“THE ISSUE s whether council
wants to discuss any of these firms ax
possible legal representatlon,”  sajd
Councllwoman Joan Dudley. “My per-
sonal feeling s I would,”

Some of the firms which made pres-
entatlons Tuesday “have coused me to
be open, very open to consider them (as
the clty’s legal counsel),” Dudley add-

Belore the presentatlons, Council-
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Corp's A Cen-

Jim Colson, of Digltal

P
ter for Technology in Farmington Hills, shows employee Mary Jane

The announcement Iate last week
that Stroh’s would be moving its man-
ufacturing facilitles out of Detrolt
shocked many. The company wlll con-
tinue to have (ts corporate headquar-
ters in the city, but “Detrolt'a beer”
will no longer be manufactured in De-
troit.

Stroh’s was just one of several com-
panles that have recently decided to
move out of the city: J.L. Hudson
closed its downtown store, and Ver-
nors, another Detroit Institutlon, haa

What do you think
of Stroh’s move?

left.

‘What, Lf anything, do you think can
or should be done o keep buslnesses
In the clty of Detroit — and to keep
the jobs and tax money they provide?
If you are a Strob's drinker, do you
plan to awitch to another brand of
beer?

To answer this question, call 477+
5498 anytime before 1 p.m. on Friday,
Feb. 16, To sce how your nelghbors
fee) about this issue, please look in
Monday's Farmington Observer, -

Himn... |
RANDY BORST/s1att photographer

Skalski how to use ono of the center's computers. The computer is
part of the centor's simulated office area.

e

what’s inside

How business
learns business
of computers

By Julie Brown
staff writer

A computer won't do you much good
if you don’t know how to use It.

A recently opened Farmington Hills
facllity is designed to_overcome that
problem. The purpose of Digital Equip-
ment Corp's computer-alded design
and manufacturing center s to bring
computer technology closer to custom-

ers,

People who vislt the facllity include
those consldering buying or augment-
ing a computer system, as well as those
learning how to use an already-pur-
chased system,

*“We do a lot of work here with the
autometlve companles In the greater
Detroit area,” said Jim Colson, mana-
ger of the center, at 37735 Interchange

Drlve.
Hllls sitc draws

The Fi
those who are responslble for choosing
systems for their
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“They'd be onc of the decision-mak-
ers, t0o," he sald,

“That whole area for office systems
tends fo be one where there’s a wide
range of users. They all really need to
be involved in the declsion.”

The center works wlth General Mo-
tors' Poletown and Lake Orion faclli-
ties, and with several area Ford Motor
Co. sltes.

The center, which opened Jan. 15,
has 12 employees. In additlon to cleri-
cal employees, the siaff includes con-
suitants in the areas of office systems,
enginecring and manufacturing, and in-
structors for the training center. Je
Hanlsko is manager of the training cen-
ter.

APPROXIMATELY 40 sales repre-
sentatives at Digltals facllity at 21333
Haggerty In Novi wlll use the facllity.

The company also has a fle!d appll-
catlon center in Farmington Hills,
where approximately 90 software spe-
clallsts develop speclalized softwarp

ple invoived in
process,” Colson sald,

.THE MAJORITY of the customers
are from Jarger companles.

in additlon to auto companies, the
center also works with tire manufac-
lurers, utitity companles, financial in-
stitutlons and with unlversities,

Data processing employees of vari-
ous companies aren’t the only ones
maklng thelr way to the center, Colson
has found. Engincering, financial and
legal departments are also represcent-
¢d, among others.

"We try to ahow that In an environ-
ment that will help aid the declsion-
making process,” Colson sald. The cen-
ter bas a demonstration arca that in.

for in and Ohlo. -

“We sce oursclves as scrving the
greater metropolitan area, although we
have had customers from all over the
Midwest," Colson said.

Digital has slmilar facilitics In Phita-
delphia, Houston, Irving and Santa
Clara, Callf, ~

The Philadelphla center works in
part with the steel Industry, while the
Houston facllity works with o} compa-
nles,

“There was some rhyme and reason
in where they put each one, because
cach area has a domlnant industry,”
Colson said.

‘The Santa Clara facllity serves Sili-
con Veiley customers in such arcas as
computer deslgn and electronics. The

cludes desks for several hy
“employees” ~ Including a secretary.
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