Council watching is a seri

)

‘Watchers keep
‘an eye on city
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IU's Mondoy night, Some of the
Farmington Hills City Councll mem.
bers are already in posltion at the half-

+ moon-shaped table, Others are Just ar-
riving, stopplng to say a fow hellos as

. they make their way up to thelr seats,
The door to the city councl! chamber
- opens and closes alowly as spectators
. == some there for the first time — cay-
tlously enter, stop for a second and spot
an emply seat. Once seated, they gaze
at the night's agenda with most hoping
:> the tople they have come to listen to or
- grumble about will be near the top so
w: thelr evenlng won't be totally con-

sumed.

These spectators walt for their tapic
(o be discussed, say a few words only
when they are fumling and teave,

But there’s a smali group of apectae
tors, who despite the tople or long-
winded council dlscussions, remain un-
tll the end and rcturn every week to

caich the latest In councll happenlngs.

Unllke spectators, these councll
watchers keep an eye on the councl],
can rattle off the details of most issues,
often present a dlfferent perspective on
an fssue and, for the most part, speak
thelr mind. .

Councll members and city adminls.
trators know who the councl} watchers
are and often lake heed of their com-
ments. Unlike other spectators, the
council walchers are always referred
to by thelr flrat name without the usual
lo:mnllty given to those who are spec-
lators,

Aldo Vagnorzi, Massle Kurjeza,
Carol Boyd and Wllliam Liba are four
of the well-known council watchers
who can be found, with agenda in hand,
at just about every Monday's councll
meeting,

The Observer intervlewed all four to
ask why they give up their Monday
nights, swhat Is thelr impresslon of the
local political scene and what advice
they have for thelr clty offlcials,

Aldo

She’s a

Thwraday, February 14, 1085 O&E

oA

{left) and BIIl Liba are regulars

rmington Hille clty council meetings,

at the Fa|

Phoios by RANOY BORST/a1aM phatoprapher

ous business "
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Alter elght years of council watch-
ing, Massic Kurzefa says she atill at-
tends almost every Monday council
meeting to “make sure things are done
up front.”

What began her council watching ca-
reer was a remark made to her years

- ago. Involved with a particular issue at
- the time, Kurzeja was told if she had
"kept her mouth shut,” the issue ecould
have “gone through the back door with
.- the citlzens of Farmington Hills not
- being the wiser,” .

That did it. Kurzeja now sets aside
her Monday cvenings for serjous coun-
cil watching. .
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Anyone famillar with Farmington
Hills government knows Aldo Vagnozat
1s more than a councll watcher. He has
been labeled by those an edunell and in
the audience as the “senlor councll
watcher."

To that same famtllar group, Vag-
nozzl is known for his bluntness, humor,
and his never-failing reminder to coun-
cll that he is watching, Ustening and
wiillng to speak hls mind.

“What I fInd is that a little humar
helps,” sald Vagnozzl, a former Farm-
ington Township watcher and school

rd member. “Sometimes they are
too serlous up there.”

Desplte his years as a councll watch-
or, Vognozzi always follows protocol
dictated by council rules for publle
comment. Just like any other member

and spells aut his address — which
most councll members must know as
well as their own — with a preface that
hejis “stilt livingat. . .

I Vagnozzl's repetitlve Introduction
to his address of almost 25 years
doesn’t draw a chuckle, his comments
laced with Irony, pun or sarcasm witl.

*1do try to appeal to thelr

nozzl holds the 1976 Open Mectings
Act, which prevents public bodles from
conductlng most public business in pri-
vate, dear to his heart.

“It's the magna carta for council
walchers because ft provides a reason-
:ble :gntem for letting the gublic talk,”

¢ said.

consclences,” Vagnozzl sald, “I'm just
hoping that I can get through to them
on some fssuc for whlich there [s no lob-
by or organlzed suppart.”

And that’s what sets apart a councll
watcher (rom a spectator, according to
Vagnozzl.

“There are some regulars who come
out every Monday. But they aren't nec-
casarily councll watchers. A spectator
never Bays anything or particlpates. A”
cauncil wateher talks.”

AS ONE WHO speaks publicly al-

council “be-
lieve there are certaln things that
shouldn't be open (to the publlc),” he
sald. “They are paranold. Concern
about what the press says about them
is an Indleation,”

But Vagnozzl holds lttle back when
he requests to speak to the council
about an Issue or about hla feelings on
\;hu they should or should hot have

one.

. The type or xenaitivity of an lssue
never seems to faze Vagnozzl. Whether
it's 2 zonlng lasue, taxes, talk of cutting

the need.

“I'm there o calt thelr attentlon to

an area I think they should be Interest.
In or comment on something they
have done at a previous meetlng.”

And now and then he applauds coun-
cll's actlons or Ideas.

Whatever the tople he speaks to,
Vagnozzi says he hopes hls opinions ns
well as those of other cauncil watchers
and spectators have an influence.

“‘Governmental units tend to respond
with a little more responalbllity when
people are in the audience watching
them, other than Lhe press which Is'de-
tached. -People in the audlence are the
volers, and hopefully they will have

some ‘Influence, I others would speak
out more alten there would be more re-
action,” Vagnozzi sald, .

WHETHER HE or other merhbers of
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‘Boyd hooked to fanfare
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Carol Boyd is one of the quieter councll watchers
who turn out most Monday evenings at the Farm-
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© Bill Liba has always been interested in govern-
. ment. But he didn't atart his officlal council walch-
" ing carecr unti! he offercd to drive to city ball a
friend who always attended council meetings.

“I started to go in May (1982) the flrst time they

had the blg budget hasste,” sald Liba, a 30-year
Farmingion resident.

1 suvav how Interesting it would be. I started to
. =ort out the couneil peaple that were doing a good
job, in my impression.”

Watching each councll member's work Is one of
the major draws for Liba, who spends a lot of his
retirement time supporting and campaignlng lqr
candtdates, Before he lends his support, though, it's
imporative to Liba that he sces the council member

1 his cholce in action.
¢ “I try to pick a candidate that will get to the
issue. and make a motlon. I try to sort out which
> candidate I would support.”

Ington Hllls councll chambers, But ask her about a
council declslon, the reasoning behlnd It, and she'll
fire off the answers.

“You have to go to councll enough. You have to
be bored enough, And you have to know the stuff
they're talking about. Then you know the criteria
that they make decisions on,” sald Boyd, a 22-year
Farmington HIlls resident.

A council watcher for the last elght ycars, Boyd
was encouraged to start attending by her friend and
fellow councl] watcher Massle Kurjeza. Although
she doesn't attend a3 often as Kurjeza, Boyd says
she's hooked on the Monday night fanfare.

““Once you start going and start learning, you're
hooked,” she said, “I want to keep my hand In it.
Government hes gotien better. It's more open. Per-
haps we've helped.”

When Boyd first started as a council watcher, she
‘wasn't too sure how to get informatlon about Issues
confronting the clty. That's when “we started going
and Investigating,” she adds,

“It used to be that they didn't like to explain
things," Boyd sald, “But over the years they have
trled to glve cxplanations when they realize there
are people in the audlence who don't know what's
going on.”

THE EXTENT to which councll explains itself
depends on who the mayor ls, she added. -

Boyd docst’t put all the responsibitity on council
{for informing the public or getting them involved.
She wholeheartedly believes more residents should
get involved whether or not an lssue directly af-
fects thelr neighborhood.

“I realized you have to be involved and know
what’s golng on. I wish more peopte would come up
and particlpate.” she sald. “It's a two-way strect
between the public and the counell, It's not just the
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Liba eyes council’s work

Every now and then he goes to his hometown coun-
cll of Farmington. But he admits Farmlngton Hills
is where the action is.

Because he's a Farmingten resident Liba just sits
baek in the Farmingten Hills councll chamber, nev+
er publicly uttering a word. But every now and then
a slgh of rellef or indignation can be heard from the
last row of chalrs. It's Liba, losing patience with
long discussions,

‘“Instead of getting to the Issues they apend too
much Ume philosophizing,” Liba said. “They arc
nol issue iinded. You cun’l be golng from 7:30 pan.
untl 11 and midnight every council meetlng. H
they were organized properly, they would bave no
need to go to 11 and midnight.” :

That'a the difference, as far as Liba is concerned,
between how the Farmington and Farmington Hiils
councils operate. In Farmington, he sald, the city
manager tuns the city. In Farmington Hills, the
clty manager “Is trying Lo run the city but the city
connetl wants to manage it.”

“Let the clty manager run the clty. You hired

I LIBA DOES not llmit himself to the F
< Hills councli when waiching potential candidates.
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save 20% to 40%
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lining fabrics. We have on extensive collection of styles. colors and teciments, all

custom made 10 your needs in our drapery workroom,

Save 40% on D

s enlire

of mode-|

tregtments. Choose from over 400 decorative tabrics.
Save 40% on Corlley's entire collection ol made-to-lenglh window and bed treatments.
Choose trom over 400 decoralive fabrics.
Save 30% on Riviera™ custom horlzontol blinds by Levelor. 4 aluminum mint-blinds are
avallable in more than 250 cotors ond finishes and there's no charge for the unique
vogue valance oplion. Or choose %2 aluminum minkblinds In 70 calors ond linishes
Save 30% on Hudson’s own custom 2” and 32" verticol blinds.
Save 30% on Kiisch custom Verosol* polyestar pleated shades, avallable in over 80

solid colot o patterned styles.

Save 30% on Grober cusiom window shades, valances and irims.
Save 30% on Kirsch cusiom woven woods Choose lrom aver 80 styles.
Save 20% on Nanik custom wood minkblinds, In a variety of stains and sia) sizes.
Savo 20% on Mostercratt custom wood shutters, In a varisty of steins and styles.
Save 20% on wallcoveting {except Ralph lauren). Complele your room with
wallcovering erderedt through cur Studio of Interior Design.
Save 25% on Graber custom drapery hordware.

Jte window. bed and iable

‘o Altornat

Bring your window

Window Treatments, o1 all matro Detrolt stores plus Ann Arbo

o Mado-! D

. Pontiac, Fiint and Tolado,

take of our convenlent

Or, for all custom and made-

Shop-At-Home measuring and consutiallon services, by calling 223.4970, doy ot night,
seven doys a week, No charge or gbligalion. Consull with an interior designet by
colling 569-3232, ex!. 2524, Monday Jhiough Friday, 10 a.m. lo § pm,, far an appolnk
ment. Expert Insiallation service Is also gvailable. Sale ends February 28.
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