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Rabbis lauds decision
allowing women to ranks
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“We have a written
law,” Spectre sald, "Eve-
ry tradition has this.”

‘The Talmud is based on
the orzl law of the faith,
he sald. The teachlngs
were written down at a
point In hlstory when
Jews became scattered

and many feared the
teachlngs would be lost,
“So they made a decl-
slon to write down the
law, and that became the
Talmud, Among the
things written [n that
law, It says speciflcally
women may not be count.
ed as witncsses,” Spectre

sald. Women may net, for
example, be included in &
minyan, a term referring
to the number of people
required to hold a ser.
vice.
“It ls possible to be a
rabbi, and not be counted
in the minyan,” Spectre
seld. “The two are not

She helps children
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“That made me decide
1 wanted to work wlth
kids," she said.

So It was back to school
for Hinzy. In 1973 she
started working as a vol-
unteer with Qakland
County recrulting and
training people to work
as “special friends” to
children,

IN 1976 she moved
Into the youth asslstance

Now besldes counseling
and working with youths
and thelr familles, Hinzy
spends about 40 percent
of her tlme working with

have problems in school
simply because they don't
know how to study or or-
ganlze their time.

on
sponsored by the FYA.

Currently Hinzy Is
working with volunicers
on forming a study skills
workshop for youths who
are having problems In
schoo). The slx-week pro-

The pro-
grams offered by FY.
are also on the success
list for Hinzy. These pro-
grams “have an Intangi-
ble Impact” on famllles,

necessartly in  conflict,
but [t Is awkward, it s
diffteult.” Some Conserv.
ative congregations, in-
cluding Beth Shalom in
the Detroit area, do In-
clude women in the mi.
nyan, he sald, .
IN SEPTEMBER of
1984, women were admit-
ted to the rabblnical
school at the Jewish
Theologlcal Seminary.
Some women had already
done some of their
coursework, Speetre sald,
In order to be admitted
to the seminary, students
must hold at lcast a bach-
elor's degree. The course
of study then takes at
least four years, Spectre
said, It could take longer,
depending on the stu-
dent’s previous tralning
and language proficlency.
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Rabbl EfrySpacire, ol Congreéyalion Adat Shelom Synagogue in Farmington Hills, was happy with last week’s
decision taccept women as Conservative rabbls.
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