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Farmington students this year in-
creased their scores on atale reading
and math assessment tests compared
to scores of four years ago and in most
cases also outsiripped the statewide
average scores,

That's the bottom line of the n:lllu
of the M

MEAP tests arc given cvery school
year,

"There’s been an overall increase in
the scoring,” ssid school distriet con-
sultant Dr. Eric Gordon of tho Instruc.
tlonal Developmest and Evaluatton As-
sociates Inc., in Berkley.

Although scores have increased over
four years of testing, "there's been ne

ment Program (MEAP) tests given w
all fourth, seventh and tenth graders In
the Farmington schools last fall. The

revislon (of school pro-
grams and services) because we have
been operating at a high level,” sald
Graham Lewis, Farmingion assistant

RANDY BORST/statt photographer

Whiie a school bus edges past, a Farminglon Hills road crow re-
pairs the damage winter caused to Power Road, south of Fulsom.

oral quarrel

annoying

Everyone complains about
potholes. Driving this winter has be-
come a strategic effort to avold the
cracks, dips and holes pliting the
area’s roads,

Oakland County -officials admit
there seems to be far more potholes
on county roads winter than in
the past. Farmington and Farmington
Hills officlals, on the other hand, say
the roads under thelr jurhdlcuon are
taring well under tho atress of winter,

Where is the most

pothole?

While road crews are out every day
patching potholes motoriats continue
to find new ones,

‘Today’s Oral Quarrel question Is:
Where is you favorite pothole and
why does that particular one bother
you most?

You can answer this question by
calling 477-5498 until 1 p.m. Friday,
March 1. Look In Monday’s Farming-
ton Observer to see how your nelgh-
bora feel about thls issue.

superintendent of special education
and services.

But Lewis added that the district’s
reading program bas been “flrmed up®
and there 18 constant revision of how
the district “approaches readiog, writ-
ing and arithmetic.”

While many people thiok of the
MEAP tests a3 & measure of whether a
student is "good” In math or reading,
the results are used as a dlagnostic tool
for the district and each of the schools,
Lewls sald.

Farmington, Michigan

“IT'S not to be termed an individual
diagnostic tool,” Lewis sald, adding the
test is used (o assess the district,

If 2 significant sumber of students
are scoring falrly low on a particular
skill or objectives, “then we have to ask
some questions,” Lewls sald,

Some questions that might be asked
when scores are falrly low In a particu-
lar skills are, for example:

@ Whether that akill Is belng taught
effectlvely In the lower grades.

® Are students forgettlng the akill
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Farmington students lead pack in te

ence it [ taught?

& After Lhe skill Is taught Is It being
relnforced?

In the 1983-84 school year, for exam.
ple, Lewis sald, students scored low in
alphabetizing. When schoo! offlcials in-
vestigated why that occurred, they dis-
caovered that the way the question was
asked on the MEAP test was different
than the way the school district would
ask the question.

‘The MEAP test results also provide
parents and schools with information

stlng

about indlvidual students® ,pedonnnnce
levels. “It lets parents and the school.
know the chlld will have academlc’
problems," Lewks sald.

Although the district’s test mulu
are compared to nuwwldo achleve-.
ment levels, Farmington schoola does
not compare lts results to those o(
other school districts, Lewis sald. = <.

“It's our own kind of achlevement
level, We're not talking about’ competl-
tion,” Lewis sald.
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Municipal assessors gird -
for annual complaint time

By Julie Brown
atafi writor

‘The taxman cometh — and it should
be soon In Farmington Hills,

Notlces of changes in assessed prop-
erty valuo will be mailed Friday.

“Just about everyone will get.a no-
tice,” sald clty assessor Dean Babb,

Failure to recelve a potice does not

don't receivo a notice by March 8 are
advised to call the assessor’s office,
Just to check.

Beglnning Monday morning, the as-
scssor’s office will accept appolnt-
ments for the Board of Review, That
three-member board reviews assess-
ment appeals.

The Board of Review ia scheduled to
meet March 18, 18 and 19,

“On April 1, we have to be done,”
Babb said. To help speed up the pro-
cess, the asscssor's office iy encourag-

) lng property owners to submit appeals

"A letur uppul is acted on In the
same manner,” tho assessor safd, “The
Board of Review will act upon the let-

ters.” Le!ler appeals most be received
by March

Mlchlun state law tequl.m that ali
‘property be assessed at 50 percent of
its market value. Appeals shoald be

elther on evidence that the law is
not being followed, or on non-unlform!-
ty, evidence that the assessment is not
comparable to that of ndﬂbonng
vmperﬂu‘

“WHAT THE board'’s looll.na hl' s
lho klnd of things they can act on,”

Ptvperty ownors may alse submit

“hardship” appeals, Forms for such

ppuh are available In the assessor's,
office and will be sent upon request. "
":;jl‘u?“m a rumzd jon' cveryunu.

t some e Just can't

|h=lrtnxhlll "B‘p;op Y

In addition to filllng out the lurm.l‘
property owners submitting hardship:
.p must also attach caplu of thelr
lnd state income

. Farmin, }Illh ln Babb's:
omee lgmn e

the various assessments.:
‘There are plnk dots for areas where the .
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French

Farmington last September,

A funny thing happened to the heli-
um-filled dime-store balloon launched
by 1%-year-0ld Leslee Albrecht of

‘Tha balloon, with an enclosed note to

accent

of St. John American Lutheran Church,
Of the estimated 100 balloons launched
by students last fall, only 18, Including
shrechl‘l have received a uply. she

the finder, didn’t land in Troy, Utlca or
Sterling Heights lika Albrecht’s class-
mates' balloons. It went a bit further —
to the coast of France — the towx of appears ystery.
Etretat on the Englith Channel, north-  *“The strong winds In the lower alti-
weat of Paris, to be exact. tudes would glve It some dlstance,”
Albrecht's enclosed note described said John Cunnlngham, aa official with
when the balloon waa launched and the Weather Servm Oftlce at Fllnt's
asked (he finder to write to the Sunday Bishop
school student at St. John American 'l'ha Waather Servico Offlce conducts
Lutheran Church in Farmington. atmosphere studies with the use of hell-
Sure enough, Alhrecht recelved a um-filled balloons. But the balloons the
note Feb. 13, five months after the weather service uses are about 8 feet in
launch, from someone ed Bernard, height and 4-feet wide, Cunningham
‘The note was short, It read: “Leslee: At sald,
the beach I have found your balloon A hellum-filled balloon “rises all the
" time,” he sald. If the balloon is filled to
rdlng to mleelmomu,lheAl- capacity, the higher It goes, the more
brecht !lm!ly plans to correspond the gas expands, until It eventually
Berpard to discover the details of his bursts, Cunnly, d.
{ind. urprised that 'Albrecht's dime-store
Although the Lutheran Sunday school. balloon crossed the Atlantic, Cunning-
students annually launch balicons in bam said the only thing he can imagine
obscrvance of Rnlly Day, the opening !s that Albrecht’s balloon was under-in.
of Sunday school at the church on Gl flated or had a minor leak.
Road, Albrecht’s balloon is the first and ~ And the balloon must bave traveled
only 'to have been found cutalde of at a low altitude and avelded storms,
Michigan, otherwise the higher altitudes and fric-
*THEY'VE ALL been found in other tlon from high winds would have
parts of Michigan,” sald Sally Staulfer caused it to burst, he said.

But the resson why the dime-store
balloon managed to travel across the

to be a mystery.

country and across the Atlantic Ocean |
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Pair arrested

in bank hold-up

Two Delrolt area men are in the
Oakland County Jall facing charges in
connection with the $42,000 robbery

acheduled for April 1. M
‘armlington pollce made the urreum
nnd recovered the stolen cash within

last Friday of the
Bank on Orchard Lake Road ln Farm-
ingten.

Thomas Bares, 37, of Highland
Park, and Hnwnrd Steven Slmon, 26, af
Deu-olt, arralgned Saturday
fore 47th Dlslrlct Judge Michael Hand
on charges of armed mbbery and pos-
sesslon of a firearm In the commission
of & {elony.

suspects wera unable {0 post
the $500,000 bond set by Hand. A pre-
s

minary on the charges is

alx minutes of the rob-
, sald Commander Tom Cox. N

‘At 12:34 pm. Friday, police were no-
tified that a robbery was [n prognn I
the bank™ut 22725 Orchard Lake Road,
Cox sald.

Two armed men walked Into the;

bank, ordered customners and employ-;
ces to the floor and forced saveral peo-
ple to accompany them around u:e.
teller counter, Cox sald. ,
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