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Biasell said,

plement our own crews,”
“We hed antiel; it and 1t was

Area residents may
Man Winter had Joft
were wrong. .

The winter storm that hit earller this
week dumped 5.4 inches of anow o the

trolt area,

“All of that fell between Sunday cve.
ning and up to about 7 Monday morn-
ing, and then it changed over to raln,”
sald Lena Balley, meteorological tech-
niclan for the National Weather Ser-
vice at Detrott Metropolltan Alrport.

The temperature rose to 50 degrees
carly Monday evenlng, from a low of
24 degrees early Monday mormning,

The wintry weathier kept road crews
Ln Farmington and Farmington Hils

usy,

“IT WAS terrible,” safd Tom Blaseli,
director of public services for Farm.

have thought Old
town, but they

Just a question of when, We had every
plece of equipment on the road we
could get, As a result, we were able to
plow nearly all of our subdivision
Streets.” Most subdivision atreets were
plowed by rush hour Tuesday mornlng.

“We put all of our crews on 1&-hour
shifts,”” Blasell sald. Crews began
worklog at 4 a.m. Monday; those work-
ers went home at 8 p.m., while others
started work at 8 am. Monday and
worked until midnight. .

Farmington Hills road crews began
work agaln at 4 a.m. Tucsday.

“They're all getting tired,” Rlasel]
8aid. In additlon to road crews, garage
staffers were necded to keep the cquip-
ment in runnlng order,

THE SNOW that fell was wet and
heavy, making it more difficult to
move,

Ing three of the thoroughfare's five

“The snow waa very heavy and it

Molorista did thelr best Monday on Grand River when the wlniar's worst storm dumped at loast five in

tanes impassable.

Five bieces of road equipment wero Frank Lauhoff, director of the Farm-
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ches of snow on the ares, mak-

cars getting stuck In tho snow. Four

Ington Hills. “It came down very quick.  #Jpiy mch barder on the equipment, was difficult to move off the roads, partm dama;
Iy." 100, because you're pushing um!? much sald Earl Billin r crews iofion, Department of Publlc sumely. o d
, g, director of publieser- 1o’ aday C Eeporiay to T, muta sccidents were
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independent contractor, ‘Just to sup- harder.” 10 7:30 p.m. Monday clearing the roads, “Traftic was a real problem,” sald Included H‘I:l running off the road and " Please turn to Pago 11
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anguage study back in fashion

Foreign |
School program Spawns debate

No sweat

for tots

By Joanne Maliszewski
statt writer

By now Tatsu Kato Is back in his
Japanese homeland. But chances are
his stay In America will be more than a
dlstant memory.

Just to be on the safe slde though,
‘Tatsu's preschool classmates last week
bid goodbye to thelr S-year-old friend
with a suprise party and a boxful of
Amcrican memorabllia (bascball
cards, a Detrolt Tigers T-shirt and min-
:x;lum E.T. doll} to preserve his memo-

s,

Up until less than a week ago, Tatsy
was one of 20 children — of Chaldean,
Indlan, Japanese and Armenlan back-
grounds — Involved in the Farmington
Schools new preschoo! bllingual pro-
gram at the Falrvlew and Alameda
centers,

“Although Tatsu docsn't comverse
nuch, he gets his message acroas,” sald
Barbara Humphries, Tatsu's preschool
teacher.

And getting the message across with
as much English as possible ls the Idea
behind the billngual program intro-
duced Into the Farmington schools last
Sep(imber with the help of a state
gran -

“We try to capitalize on the high
learning abilities preschoolers have,”
sald Donald Howell, Farmington's di-
‘rector o community services and fed.
eral projfects.

A
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Tatsu Kato, {left) a Japanese student In the district's now pre-
echool bilinguat program, and Alycla Peltier share photographie
memories, 0! their months together at Fairview Early Childhood
Center, )
“They baven't had their language so
firmly formed that they are inflexible,
With preschool youngsters, you don’t
have a very large vocabulary even with
our own English-speaking youngsters.”

Rather than scgregating the non.
Eoglish apeaking children In a separate
class, school officialy decided “it would

Ploase turn to Page 8 -

By Joanne Maliszewek|

stalf writer ‘I think there Is
I \he Farmington School Beard  SOMething difficult for
agrees, forelgn languages wlll become this country to
Pt youp e mIddle scbool curcleulum 1 ctargtant and that's
But that possibillty ts making some  /1OW amall the world Is.
pg;euuwu?d educalg:umum;)pyl.d Thley We are so
object to less time g sct aslde for
art and musle and to Spanlsh belog the ~ @hROCENrIC, In my
only language offered, opinion.’
Responding to guldelines in national — Janice Rolnick
educatlonal reports such as A Natlon school trustes

At Risk, the district's com-
miltee, comprised of three school trus-
{ees and district administrators, have
been studying the Introduction of lan-
guages into mlddle schools,

“This proposal seeks to further ex-
pand the opportunity for Farmington
Publlc Schoo! students to experience
foreign 1 1 It is felt
that this expanded forelgn language op-
portunity will befter prepare our stu.
dects who take advantage of this for
today's and tomorrow’'s world,” ad-
ministrators indicated fn their propos-
al

THE PROPOSAL calls for offering
one year of Spanish as an elective class
in elghth grade. To make thh__pmlble,

Besldes complalnty about addlng yet
another academic clasy to the middle
achool curriculum, some parents l:n‘g
cducators oppose the proposed cut
seventh grade art and musie needed to
make room during a :chh;ol day for the

If the achoo! board agrees, seventh
grade art and music would be switched
{rom the current 20 weeka for each
clasy down {0 13 weeks 50 language orl-
entation can be included for 13 weeks.

LANGUAGE orientation is an intro-
duction to French, Spanish, German
and Latin, Class mal‘arlnl Includes go-
the district's 1 gioning vocabulary, foods, geography,
class, curreatly an eighth grade clee- °¥P aod cultural background.
tve, will become a required class for  The curriculum commiltee plans to
seventh graders. meet again before offering a recom-

The proposal also Includes adding a  mendation to the school board.

{ith year of Spanish in the high While many of the parents and teach-
schools. ers who attended two recent eurricu-
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what’s inside

HOMES |

of the finest

By Joanne Mall ki
distinction B sounne Mallszews
E -é The owner of a Farmington Hills In-
surance agency who took out an insur-

ance policy on one of the flrm's now-
deceased independent-sales contrace
tors denles he canceled a two-year
contract with the selesman becauss the

CRIBLITIIVIE

REAL ESTATE SECTION salesman was and dlag-
nosed as having AIDS,. ..

“The notlce (of cancellation) was

2ent before I found out he had AIDS

"IN TODAY’S ISSUE font petare, I found aut be
. [@cqul une ency

) drz‘:ne)." sald Howard Camden o!"‘;

Advanced Underwritera I.n.n_truce

lum committee meetlngs dlsagreed on
the proposal, two committea members,
Helen Prutow and James Abernethy,
made It clear that, at least In its cur-
rent form, they cannot endorse the pro-
posal,

Prutow and Aberncthy sald this
week they would support the proposal
only if the scventh grade language orl-
entatlon class was an clective and not o
requirement, as suggested by Susan
Rennels, achool board vice president.

“I HAVE NO difflculty with that if
it's possible to schedule {t,” sald Lynn
Nutter, assistant superintendent of In-
struction.

But many parents and teachers at-
tending this week's curriculum com-
mittee meetlngs volced opposition to
cutting the number of weeks offered
for seventh grade musle and art fo
make room for language orfentation,

An East Mlddle School art teacher
told committee members she is con-
cerned about reduclng the number of
weeks for art.

““Some kids aren't ready emotionally
for academics all day long,” she said,
addlng students need art and music as
arclease from academic pressure.

Ellen Wallzce, another middla school
teacher, agreed.

“Most kids have a very successful
and pleasant experience, at least in
art,” Wallace sald. "They have 2 seven
period day. They don't need any more
pressure,

Ploaso turn to Page 8

Businessman says
he was wronged

Ag lnc, who Is belng sued for job
dbcx-hnm.m ton.

Salesman Tim Trueman, 32, died
Feb. 24 of Leglonnalres' disease, a res-
‘plratory Infectlon. Following the tar.
mination of his contract with Camden's
firm in April 1984, Trueman sued for
Job discriminatl

on,

Trueman’s sult, most of which Is in

arbitratlon, claims Camden canceled

< his two-year contract, after only four

months on the job, because he deter-

mined Trueman was a homosexual and
bad AIDS,
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Rand McNally has rated Pittabi and Farmington Hills on & “Uveability”
; as the natlon byet place to Live, m scale? Would you ratber live in Farm. gp:n:ba. Ute. . * g::{g: g
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