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Vaccine
prevent

helps
deadly

feline virus

B8y Tom Panzenhagen
statf writer

Your cat probably has fellne Jeukem-
ia virus.

The virus — FeLV, for ahort — is
common in about 80 percent of domes-
Ucated cats, and {5 most common
where more than one cat lives in a
household or cats are allowed to roam
outdoors.

Half the cats with FeLV are carriers
of the dlsease and exhibit no outward
slgns of infectlon, but the other half
will get sick. And 80 percent of those
cats will dle within three years,

There is no cure.,

The flgures are provided by veteri
parians Drs. Dennls Kovan and Ron
Mehler, who have treated about 10 cas.
es of FeLV this year. Thelr clinlcs are
in Redford Townshp and Novi.

“THE VIRUS was unknown 20 years
ago, and when I look back and think
ahout the cats that were afck and dldn't
respond to treatment, I know now that
they must have had feline leukemla vi-
rus,” sald Kovan, who has been a veter-
inarlan for 29 years.

The doctora have sent letters to all
cat owners they know, recommending
testing and vacelnation for FeLV. “Re-
cent advances In velerinary medicine
have Incressed our abllity to dL

that are tested must be at least 9 weeks
old.

“But we have not been getting much
response,” Kovan sald. "So we discuss
It at length with cat owners when they
bring thelr cats In (for unrelated treat-
menta), and most opt to have the vacel
natfons once we talk to them one-on-
one.”

FeLV ACTUALLY Is & complex of
diseases encompassing blood cell can-
cers such as leukemia, lymphosarcoma
(a malignant disease of lymphatic tis-
sue), and assoclated illnesses such as
resplratory discase and reproductive
fallure,

“Calling It a virus [5 really a mis-
nomer, and truc leukemla Is rare In
cats” Mehler sald,

Kovan sald, *It most often resulta in
chronic infections, tumors or ancemis,
because it attacks a cat's immune sys-
tem, rendering It useless.”

Symptoms vary but may include:
“listlcssness, a poor appetite, or the cat
wlll become apemie, Its gums will be
pale to white In color, there may be
wounds that are diffleult to heal, they
may have sores | the mouth or diff-
ctly In breathing,” Kovan said,

“There is no specific treatment for
the virus Mself, only symptomatic
care,” Kovan sald, “We will treat with

ds or dependlng upon the

treat and prevent this discass,” the let-
ter states,

The test costs about $16 and the vac-
clnationa are $15 apiece for three injoc-
tlons @& over a two- or
three-month period, Kovan said. Cats

symptoms.
“The veceine won't cure the
— it's a prophylactic, a preventative,”

KOVAN SAID somo cats may have
“the natural capabllties to swithstand

Dr. Dennis Kovan and Lori Wolike, a licensod vat-
erinary technician, draw blood from a cat for

quiring it.

testing for felino leukemia virus, The disease has

the virus,® but most cats with FeLV
will dle within three years,

Mchler sald cats with FeLV pose no
threat to humans or other pets.

“It has not been demonstrated in any
way that FeLV is linked to human dls-

wouldn't have any warrles (about con-
tracting the diseaze) at all,” be said.
However, a brochure on FeLV states:
"Many public health offclals and FeLV
researchers, . , believe the safest poli-
Cy at thia time is strict isolation of any

.
ART EMANUELE/staff photographer

no cure, but a vaccine wii pravent cats from ac-

The disease is transmitted among
cats by saliva, urlne and feces of in-
{ected cats, Thus It I virtually impossl-
ble to prevent contact with the disease
unless a cat Ly kept Indoors and away
from other cats at all times, the doc-

Business
master’s
offered at
college

Madonoa College, Livonta, by
adapted graduate studles In manage
meat for the part-time, fully employe
student. This program will be
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, March Wh
the new Kresge Hall on the Madonry
campus. The public Is invited.

The Madonpa master of sclence I
administration degree Is geared tg the

practitioner [n elther business or nury.

in,

%t consists of a $8-hour program g
talnlog six core courses in manage
ment theory plus specialty coursey i
business and nuralng. All classes any
scheduled during evening hours,

Students currently enrolled o the
master’s program will be present gt
the discussion to relate experience jup.
gling graduate studies, home responsi.
bllities and employment.,

The admission and degree requlre.
ments will be described by Ernest No-
lan, director of graduate studles and
assoclate directors, Charlotte Neg.
hauser nnd'Jnnet Wollll.

A reception wlll follow the preseais.
tlon which will provide an opportunity
for Informal discusslon with the gradg-
ate faculty members.

Madonna College is at 198 and
Levan Road in Livonla, about 10 miles
west of the Detrolt city 1lmits, There [y
adeﬂzate free, lighted and patrolied

rking,

ng,
case, If 1 owned a cat with FeLV, I eat dlagnosed o8 FeLV-lnfoctod * tors sald. soiar further information, call sp1.

For Today’s Woman...
Why Not The Best!
One-ot-a-hkind hand raiged
POWLT earrings

Piclured pair, $24

Found Oniy At...

Decor

Plumbing Is...

ative

The Royal Swan

The Classic Swan is a unique
fixture that pravides the look of
luxury and elegance. You deserve
atasie of royalty...go with the
Royal Swan.

sizes to

Pedestal Lavatories

A touch of European class for your
bathroom setting. Available in different

compliment any taucet...colors 10
compliment any decar,

fit large ar small bathroums., Will

Different

Bermix 80
Kitchen Faucet

An extraordinary contemporary
design from Denmark, A clean
look that will highlight any kitchen
(red, brown, white, chrome),

Discover Decorative Plumbing At
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216 £. Harrlson, Royal Oak
6 biocks Norih of 10 Mile —
174 block East of Maln

* Phome; 5428404
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15%-50% OFF STOREWIDE
As Towne & Country's greatest Mid-Winter Sale draws to an end,
take this final opportunity ta save 15 to 50% on all our home furnish-

ings, including special orders.
And in additian to the price reductions, enjoy nine full months
2,

of interest-free P3YMENLS ON yaur purchase, szﬁa .

The Mid-Winter Sale Grande Finate —
destined to become o classic in
its own time. -
*Offer requires 1/3 down ‘ 2 '/
with approved credit, 1
does not apply to =
previous purchases. r
o ="\

-

Professional Interior Designis |\ %
i

always part of our service. \

DEARBORN BLOOMEIELD HILLS DAILY
23600 Michigan Avenue 4107 Telegraph 1110 S. Rachester Road 10 A.M.-9 PM.
east of Te E}grauh at Lnrz%uska Road in Winchester Mall WED. & SAY.
565-3400 . 642-8822 652-3500 10AM-6 PM.
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