E

Ethe) Simmons

ntert

editor/844-1100

ainment

@he E£erentric

Newspapers e

Thur  March 14, 1885 O4E

Ceili dancers keep
Irish culture alive

By Marybeth O'Dllion -
slat writer

IOJNDON-BORN MARY O’'Hora can

remember driving to Detrolt

{rom Windsor of a Friday eve-

ning to hear Irish musle at the
Gaelic League near Tiger Stadium,
Wistfully, she and husband Anthony, &
transplanted Irishman, would gare
through the window at the closed-off
stage arca where Kitty Helnzman's
Adult Celll Dancers swlrled, swung and
swayed the night away, perfecting jigs,
reels and hornplpes, .

“I remember looking ln and thinklng,
‘It would be so nice to joln them. It
looks like 50 much fun,"" sald O'Hora.
“One night I was atanding in the door-
way walching, and one of the dancers
invited us [n.”" Anthony was introduced
to a cne-time nelghbor from County
Mayo ~ Instructor Kitty Helnrman,

Ever since, the 0'Horas have been
avid dancers, performing for senlor cit-
izens, at ethnlc festivals, competitions,
and benefits with the International
“Irish Acrobles” lovers Livonla’s Kitty
Helnzman organized elght years ago.

Helnzman, nee Catherine Moran,
sightfully renamed the Friday night
lessons, She works up an athlete’s
sweat moving among sets of dancers
and shouting above Bob Paige's or Bri-
an Bonner’s llve accordlon music for
hours at a time.

THE CEILI DANCERS hail from the

tri-county area and Canada.

“It's & good chance to work off the
stress of the week with people you
don't work with. — jt's complete es-
cape,” sald dancer Lynne Reld, a Scot-
tsh-Canadlan, during a break. “Some-
tlmes It kills you for the weekend — it
depends how long you stay.”

Agreed dancer Susan Shaw: “Some-
times you waka up (the next morning)
with sore fcet.”

While Heinrman would ba the Iast to
dlfer with her students, she's driven to
dance for other reasons as well,

“Irish history — that thing is burnlng
in me,” sald Helnzman, who left Ire-
Iand in 1056 at zge 16,

“The old people told us, ‘Don't forget
where you came from.’ You do have
200d times, but you can make a place
richer,” she safd.

HAND IN HAND with her flery de-
termination to keep Irish culture alive
gocs Lhe “message that the Irish and
English can get along," added Heinz.
man, who works with an English musi-
cian,

Helnzman's 30-plus Ceill dancers are
{luidly moving proof of that premise,
Irish, English, Italtan, German and
American dancers, of all abillties and
social strata, get along gracefully ~ on
and off the stage.

"We're an apolitieal group,” sald
Reld, whose husband Mick also dances.
“You can't ignore the polltical sltuation

(in Northern Ireland); you can't ignore
reality — but I think this is a thing that
(transcends) {¢, ‘The emphasis bere s on
enjoying the music and the people —~
oot oo politics.

"“We're like an extended family,” she
addad,

STILY, IRELAND'S palnful past and
fervent falth are brought home each
tme dancers don thelr bandmada cos-
tumes o perform. Women wear simply
woven skirts and shawls, once the na-
tive dress of Ireland's female masses,

With thelr Intricately embroldered
shirts, men rekindle memorles of
elghth-century Irish monks who paln-
stakingly Illustrated the New Testa-
meat in “The Book of Rells.” Patterns
{rom Its colorfu), hand-lettered pages
Inspired the interlacing motifs on the
men's Joose-fitiing tops.

Dance ateps themselves may remind
one of German, Russian or other folk
dances, The movements, however, are
rich with meaning,

"When England enforced the Penal
Laws from 1897.1782, we were denled
the frecdom to apeak Irish, to practice
religlon and to recelve an edueation.
Priests would come out of hiding to
teach at ‘hedge schools’ — and Celll
dancing survived,” Helnzman sald,

“Ceill enabled the Irish to celebrate
‘some of thelr religious bellefs, and
communicate to other villages the joy-
ful events that were taking place, It

year. Often, response Is so enthusiastic tha
dancers teach reels and jigs to the audience.:
Says Fr. Fiynn: “t's good fun — also it snables:
us to really k In touch with our herltage,

real Joy for m

Bridget Moran of County Mayo and Fr. Thomas
Fiynn, pastor of Detrolt's 8t. Eugene Catholic
Church, demonastrate thelr skili in Iish dencing,
The two are members of the Kitty Helnzman
Adult Celll Dancers, an international group that
performs at y events th he

alzo was used to educate people about Limerick” ~ recalling years when clt-
historical facts,” ies wero walled to ward off attacks —

. with cing toward
A DANCE CALLED the “Walls of each other, as Ln battle.

“The men and women fought side by
elnrman. “You sed' tho

alde,” sald Hi
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- Oscar shorts to be previewed

sity campus in Detroit, 287-3104,

Plans include & cham- Winners of 1084 Oscara
pagne and hors d’ocuvres  wiy] be announced at the
veception at the Thomp-  annua) Academy Awards
son Home, which recently tation on Monday,
celcbrated its centennlal  March 25, in Callfornla,
birthday. Tickets at $15 Nominees In the Docu-
arc available by calling mentary Short Subject

MOUNTAIN KING

HINESE MANDARIN RESTAURANT

A gala preview of the

. (ilms nominated for thia
_ year's Academy Awards
In the category of Best
Documentary Short Sub-
Jject will be held at 8 p.m.
Saturday, March 23, at
. the Thompson Home on
the Wayne State Unlver.

category are “Tha Chil-
dren of Soon Ching Ling,
UNICEF;* “Code Gra)

Ni

Eden;” “Recol
Paviovak,” and
Stone Carvers,

TR R SRERTAL

28241 Qrchard L, Rd. ‘ :

Mooty s Soup, egg roll or frled wonton, 5

Farmington Hilis frled rice & tea, 5
-2898 - -

SHOGUN ORIENTAL
HEALTH SPA

23100 Telegraph Rd.
Nocth of § Mile
356-7310

Monday-8aturday 10-2 AM.

BUILDERS HOME FLOWER
FURNITURE SHOW:
FORECASTCALLS FOR FUN!
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Sponsared by Philip Morris I d and the Natlon
! The Precious Legacy:
\Judaic Trenaures from the Czechoslovak Stafe Collections
; . March13 through May § 1985 ..
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Stroll by gankan,
parcton and
Swaterfalls, Show
landapi
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Both at The Detroit Institute of Arts
5200 Woodward Avenue, Detrolt, Michigan 48202-9959

Tuesday to Sunday 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m,
Special evening hours on Wednesday and Thursday until
9 p.m. from Wednesday, March 13 to Thursday, May 2
For information call: (313) 832.2730

Philip Morris Incorporated .-
ltmlmmtomakeao?ﬁpanygmt. :
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$5.00 SPECIAL ¥
FAMILY TICKET

; isigy

Admits up o four 3) s and . i
4 ecomganying children 18 nd umer. i leh LES DEMOISELLES S AVIGNON. Poblo Ploaso. 1907 (dial, Colection: The Museu of Modem Ar, New York, Acgdred through the Lise P . 5
Children must be by Db Beguest. fiop ght) MBUYA {SICKNESS) MASK. Pende. Zeire, Colection: Musée Royale de L Afique Cerirale, Frnscess tbottom) Bigd
dults. THE BURIAL, (Amig Unknoun), ca 1780, The Preciout Legocy: Judole Treasures from iy

. Institution Trovetng Extibition Service (SITES), In cooperation with Project Jdaica,
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