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Speak out
on downtown

To the editor:

In a recent edltorlal, you atated that
losel residents wisked that downtown
Farmington looked more like Plym-
outh or Northville.

You continued by writing, "Nlce
(dea. But it's up ta the shoppers of
Farmington to make it work. They are
the ones who will have to convince city
leaders and merchants to take the nee-
essary steps,”

How true that statement is. The offl-
clals of our city are undertaking a ma-.
Jor examination of ‘the downtown arca.
1f we, as cltizens, are not satlsfied with
the direction in which Farmington has
grown, It s up to ua to do something
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about It. Many people are upset that
Farmington bas bocome  “Discount
Clty.” Othern are very concerned about
the latest plan for downtown parking
on Thomas Street and the impact that
this will have to the adjacent Historic
District. Still others would like to see
the implementation of a plan to make
our central business district a “quaint™
place In which to visit and shop.

These are all legitimate concerns,
but the members of the Clty Council
cannot know exactly what the people of
Farmington deslre unless the people of
Farmington come forth and tell them,

In a city the slze of Farmington,
there must be & wealth of Ideas for the
future of the Central Business District.
I would urge anyone with an idea or a
concern about the future of downtown
Farmington to attend the spectal meet-
ing of the Clty Councli at 7 p.m. on
Monday, March 18, Cltizens who do not
wlsh to participate In the Input for the
{uture have no right to complala about
the outcome,

Donald S. Manter, Farmington

my locker because for one thing they
are protecting our clty and the stu-
denta. I thlok it Is the best thing they
can do.

.

Yes, school offlcials should be able to
search students or do whatever is nec-
essary o keep schoals sefe 20 learning
¢an occur,

I think it is great consldering all the
drugs and alcohol that Is golng around
In high school. ‘This is from a student In
high school.

I don't think It is right that they
should be able to search,

Slnce some 60 percent of my taxes
go to schools, I have no qualms what-

Asn a North Farmington senior, I feel
that the School Board of the Farming-
ton Schools has taken the right choice
and the right deelsion they do the right
thing by not searching us without our
consent.

-

I am in favor of locker searches. My
wlie 1s a former middle school teacher
and was assaulted by a student with a
knlfe. The only differcnce between De-
trolt Public Schools and Farmington
Public Schools [s not the amount of
]wenpons or drugs but the level of vio-

ence,

L]
I{eel they shouldn't.
L]
Schoot officinls have a perfect right
to search students and thetr lockers.

After all guns, knlves and narcoties
have no place in any school.
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